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Quid Pro Quo

Production Notes

Many of the best detective stories evolve in such a way that the story ends up that the detective has actually been investigating himself. QUID PRO QUO’s modern day detective is a Public Radio investigative reporter Isaac Knott (Nick Stahl) who just happens to be confined to a wheel chair.  In the course of doing a story about disability wanna-be’s, Isaac traverses a surreal world of fetishism and transgressive eroticism that recalls the unique perspectives of Luis Bunuel and Alfred Hitchcock.  

In many ways, Isaac’s “story” is really a journey into his psyche and personal fears.  And the totemic clues he discovers during his investigation: a wheel chair, a Milwaukee brace, a pair of shoes – are always more than their literal reality.  In the context of the film, these items are objects of fetishistic worship. And as such, they become transcendental.  A wheelchair is a wheelchair, until it is viewed as a device that possesses the power to delineate someone as “special,” in other words, “handicapped.”  It’s not so much a conventional transport as a machine that creates pity and empathy. 

Granted, all this presupposes a perverse perspective into the way we look at things. But in the course of Isaac’s investigation, he finds Fiona (Vera Farmiga) – or she finds him -- and she offers him a window into a dark place that exists somewhere between reality and dreams.  Her life’s aspiration is to be crippled, or at least perceived as such.  She’s beautiful and successful, yet she longs to be physically destroyed to regain some spiritual transcendence in her life. Her complexity, along with her erotic compulsions, prove irresistible to Isaac.  

This quixotic entanglement between reality and its reinterpretation through desire is the heart and soul of QUID PRO QUO.  Isaac is drawn to Fiona’s dark side because somewhere in the strata of her perversion lies an underlying truth about himself.  He is confined to a wheelchair because of an accident.  What can he possibly learn about himself from Fiona’s desire to be like him?  The answer of course is everything.

#     #     #

Commenting on the tone of his first feature film, director Carlos Brooks noted: “I told the actors in rehearsal to think of the story as unfolding entirely within that moment that transpires between deep sleep and wakefulness.  

So from the earliest rehearsals and creative discussions, all the way through scoring and final sound design, we approached the film within that framework -- that the film itself should be experienced as a kind of dream.  Even to the extent that we avoided the usual overtly "dreamy" filmmaking and editing tricks -- in favor of a straightforward style that would, like an actual dream, invite you to perceive it as real.”
 

#     #     #   

QUID PRO QUO

Synopsis

"I don't remember any of what I am about to tell you." 
ISAAC KNOTT is a Public Radio reporter in New York City who begins to recount a story about himself on the air.  When he was eight, his mother and father died in an automobile accident that left him in a wheelchair.  

Continuing his story, Isaac recounts how he recently received an anonymous tip from someone identified only as "Ancient Chinese Girl."   She tells him a perfectly able-bodied man walked into an emergency ward downtown, and attempted to bribe a doctor into amputating his leg. 

In the course of his investigation, he meets FIONA, the aforementioned Ancient Chinese Girl.  Though she is neither ancient nor Chinese, she is nevertheless supremely attractive, and highly intelligent.  For reasons she keeps to herself, Fiona guides Isaac to a netherworld of people afflicted with a perverse desire to be disabled.

Seduced by her beauty and intelligence -- Isaac is quick to suspect that Fiona herself may be a "wannabe."  When he confronts her, she protests -- "I don't want to be paralyzed, I already am paralyzed.  “Isaac realizes he must decipher the puzzle of her fantasy motivations before they manifest into an all-too-real, if not fatal, reality.
Along the way, he navigates a semi-surreal world of talismanic items like an antique Milwaukee Brace, a pair of shoes called "spectators," and a paralyzing chemical called "Ginger Jake."  Events become increasingly extraordinary as Isaac discovers that Fiona does indeed have a terrible agenda -- one that resonates in long buried memories of his own  past.

When he finally wakes from this strange dream that is Fiona, she is nowhere to be found.  It is clear to Isaac, as he concludes his on-air story, that Fiona has left him with some disturbing questions about what it means to be injured, and what it means to be healed.  More importantly she has shown him that perceptions and illusions are sometimes one and the same.

About the Cast
NICK STAHL

(Isaac Knott)

After an impressive feature film debut at the age of twelve, Nick Stahl has continued to display a broad range of talent.  Stahl recently finished filming SLEEPWALKING for Overture Films playing the lead role opposite Charlize Theron, Anna Sophia Robb, and Dennis Hopper. 

Stahl appeared in SIN CITY for Dimension Films and director Robert Rodriguez.  He also starred on HBO’s critically acclaimed series “Carnivale,” as Ben Hawkins. He played John Connor in TERMINATOR 3: RISE OF THE MACHINES opposite Arnold Schwarzenegger and Claire Danes for Warner Bros.  He was also in the indie film TWIST and the Sundance feature BOOKIES.

Over the years, Stahl has maintained his presence with a number of films, most notably in the critically acclaimed, Academy Award nominated film, IN THE BEDROOM for Miramax Films.   Also memorable, was his chilling performance in director Larry Clark’s BULLY opposite Brad Renfro and Bijou Phillips.  His other film credits include Twentieth Century Fox’s THE THIN RED LINE directed by Terrence Malick and New Line Cinema’s SAFE PASSAGE opposite Susan Sarandon and Sam Shepard.  

Born in Harlington, Texas and raised in Dallas, Stahl started to perform in children’s plays at the age of four.   His first professional role was at the age of ten in the television movie “Stranger at My Door” with Robert Urich.   He followed with another movie of the week, “A Woman with a Past,” opposite Pamela Reed.   Shortly thereafter, he received the coveted role of the young boy in THE MAN WITHOUT A FACE opposite Mel Gibson.  (Gibson gave him the role over thousands of others after being impressed by his screen test.)
The following year he completed another movie for television, “Incident in a Small Town,” with Walter Matthau, and the Disney feature TALL TALE in which he co-starred opposite Patrick Swayze.   Stahl also co-starred with Martha Plimpton in Tim Blake Nelson’s directorial debut, EYE OF GOD that premiered at the Sundance Film festival.

VERA FARMIGA


(Fiona)

An award winning actress, Vera Farmiga continues to captivate audiences with each new performance. 

Farmiga is currently in production on ORPHAN, a dark thriller produced by Joel Silver, scheduled for release by Warner Bros. in 2008.  She recently wrapped production on Miramax's Holocaust drama THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS based on the award-winning novel by John Boyne and directed by Mark Herman (LITTLE VOICE). 

Upcoming features include Rod Lurie’s political drama NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH.  The film centers around a female reporter who faces a possible jail sentence for outing a CIA agent and refusing to reveal her source.  The film co-stars Kate Beckinsale and Matt Dillon.  She will also appear in the post-World War II drama IN TRANZIT, in which she stars opposite John Malkovich and Thomas Krestchmann.

Farmiga won the Best Actress award from the Los Angeles Film Critics’ Association for her performance in the independent film DOWN TO THE BONE, a revelatory drama about a weary working-class mother trapped by drug addiction. She also won Best Actress awards from the Sundance Film Festival and the Marrakech Film Festival, as well as an Independent Spirit Award nomination. 

Additional film credits include: JOSHUA opposite Sam Rockwell;  NEVER FOREVER opposite Jung-woo Ha and David McInnis; Martin Scorsese’s Oscar®-winning police drama, THE DEPARTED, opposite Matt Damon, Leonardo DiCaprio and Jack Nicholson; RUNNING SCARED opposite Paul Walker; Anthony Minghella’s BREAKING & ENTERING opposite Jude Law; THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE for director Johnathan Demme; DUMMY, opposite Adrien Brody; LOVE IN THE TIME OF MONEY, with Michael Imperioli and Adrian Grenier; FIFTEEN MINUTES, co-starring Robert DeNiro and Edward Burns; AUTUMN IN NEW YORK, with Winona Ryder and Richard Gere; and THE OPPORTUNISTS, opposite Christopher Walken.

AIMEE MULLINS

(Raine)

Aimee’s film debut was a starring role in cutting-edge artist, Matthew Barney’s film, CREMASTER 3.  She was one of three students in the U.S. who received a full academic scholarship from the Department of Defense, and at age 17, she became the youngest person ever to hold a top-secret security clearance at the Pentagon.  
 
She discovered her love of competitive sports while attending the prestigious School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.  She was on the Dean’s List, the nationally ranked Division 1 Track Team, competed in the 1996 Para-Olympics, and was the first woman with a ‘disability’ to compete in the NCAA.  It was there she set worldwide records for the 100 meters, 200 meters, and the long jump.
 
She’s now been dubbed, “One of the 50 Most Beautiful People in the World,” by People Magazine. Sports Illustrated named her one of the, “Coolest Girls in Sports,” and she made Rolling Stone’s, “Annual Hot List.”
 
She’s made it into the United States Track and Field Hall of Fame, “Fashion Icons,” by Rizzoli Press, and is an Honoree at the NCAA Hall of Fame.
 
In addition to her professional career, Aimee is now President of the Woman’s Sports Foundation.  She resides in New York City.
 
About the Crew
CARLOS BROOKS

(Writer/Director)
Carlos Brooks grew up outside Seattle, Washington, hiking extensively in the Pacific Northwest, and took time off from college to walk from Mexico to Canada on the Pacific Crest Trail.  He studied journalism at Western Washington University in Bellingham, and later attended USC on a merit scholarship to study English and filmic writing at the School of Cinema-Television, where he won the Abraham Polonsky Award for screenwriting.  He has written for both independent and studio projects.  Brooks lives in Los Angeles with his wife and two daughters. 

SARAH PILLSBURY & MIDGE SANFORD

(Producers)

Midge Sanford and Sarah Pillsbury joined forces in 1981 to form Sanford/Pillsbury Productions.  Together they have produced ten feature films including DESPERATELY SEEKING SUSAN, directed by Susan Seidelman with Rosanna Arquette and Madonna, EIGHT MEN OUT, directed by John Sayles with John Cusack and David Strathairn, HOW TO MAKE AN AMERICAN QUILT directed by Jocelyn Moorhouse with Anne Bancroft, Ellen Burstyn, Winona Ryder and Alfre Woodard, and RIVER’S EDGE , directed by Tim Hunter, which won the 1986 Independent Spirit Award.  They have also produced four television films including the Emmy Award-winning HBO film AND THE BAND PLAYED ON.  Two years ago Sanford was at Sundance with OPEN WINDOW, and they are both happy to be back premiering QUID PRO QUO, a mere 21 years after they came to the festival with RIVER’S EDGE.

Midge Sanford
A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, Midge Sanford began her film career at New American Cinema, an independent film production company. Sanford has been a panelist and speaker at film festivals around the world, including Sundance, Toronto, Vancouver, Rio de Janeiro, Australia and Puerto Rico. She is on the Advisory Boards of Project Involve, a film mentorship program for minority filmmakers and the Alliance of Women Directors. When not in production, Sanford facilitates a support group for mentally ill women in Santa Monica, California.

Sarah Pillsbury 

After graduating from Yale, Sarah Pillsbury began her career working in documentaries as associate producer on THE CALIFORNIA REICH (nominated for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature). In 1979, she produced Ron Ellis’ BOARD AND CARE, which won the Academy Award for Best Live Action Short Subject.  In addition to filmmaking, she serves as the Development Associate at the Nonprofit Voter Engagement Network.  In 1976 she founded the Liberty Hill Foundation, and is currently a member of the Board of Directors, as well as the board of Artists for a New South Africa.

LAUREN ZUCKERMAN & CHARLES IRELAND

(Editors)

Lauren Zuckerman has worked as an editor on over a dozen feature films, documentaries and full-length experimental works.  She previously collaborated with Scott McGehee and David Siegel on BEE SEASON, THE DEEP END and their debut SUTURE. Other films edited by Lauren include Jane Weinstock’s EASY, Lucas Reiner’s GOLD CUP, Richard Sears' BONGWATER, Sarah Kelly’s FULL TILT BOOGIE, Jefery Levy’s award winning DRIVE and S.F.W., and Shu Lea Cheang’s FRESH KILL.  She is an MFA graduate of California Institute of the Arts, where her work in video art led to her interest in film editing. She is presently editing the debut feature of Francesca Gregorini and Tatiana von Furstenberg with the working title "TANNER HALL."  Lauren lives in Los Angeles with her husband and two daughters.

The work of Charles Ireland includes the Sundance-premiered ME AND YOU AND EVERYONE WE KNOW directed by Miranda July.  In a career spanning twenty years he has worked with such directors as Robert Towne, Richard Donner, Tom Stoppard and Bill Forsyth. He has a long-standing relationship with director Peter Chelsom, with whom he has worked on TOWN AND COUNTRY, SERENDIPITY and most recently, SHALL WE DANCE.  He was also the editor of THE CHEETAH GIRLS 2 directed by Kenny Ortega of “High School Musical” fame. Other credits include the Ernest Hemingway adaptation, AFTER THE STORM, directed by Guy Ferland, and the comedy VIEW FROM THE TOP directed by Bruno Barreto.  His most recent work was on the groundbreaking HBO series “Tell Me You Love Me”, recently announced to be on the AFI’s list of the ten most outstanding TV programs of  2007. He divides his time between Los Angeles and his home in Wellington, New Zealand.

ROSHELLE BERLINER

(Production Designer)
Roshelle Berliner has been involved as a Production Designer on a number of recent films including JOSHUA directed by George Ratliff, DIGGERS, directed by Katherine Dieckmann, and LA CIUDAD directed by David  Riker.  Other film credits premiering  at Sundance 2008 include CHOKE, directed by Clark Gregg, and AUGUST directed by Austin Chick. She has a fine arts degree from Parsons School of Design which led to the start of her career as a Production Designer . Roshelle is currently working on PUSH directed by Lee Daniels, starring Gabourey Sidibe, Mo’Nique, and Lenny Kravitz.

MICHAEL McDONOUGH

(Director of Photography)

Born in Paisley, Scotland, Michael McDonough studied art at The Glasgow School of Art and The Royal College of Art in London. During a Prix de Rome scholarship, he developed an interest in film. He graduated from the NYU Grad Film program with an MFA in Film in 1998.  Along with QUID PRO QUO, his feature work as Cinematographer includes DOWN TO THE BONE with Debra Granik (Dramatic Directing Award,  Sundance 2004), BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE with Michael Moore ( Academy Award, Documentary 2003),  THIS SO CALLED DISASTER with Michael Almereyda, DIGGERS with Katherine Dieckmann, BABYSITTERS with David Ross and CAMP HOPE with George Vanbuskirk.

MARK MOTHERSBAUGH

(Composer)

Mark Mothersbaugh was a founding member of DEVO.  An Emmy award-winning composer, Mothersbaugh has written the music for more than seventy film and television projects. 

In the mid-1970’s Mothersbaugh began to write music for commercials and he received a Clio award for his work. He then went on to composing music for numerous television projects including the memorable theme song and underscore for “Pee Wee’s Playhouse.”

He then scored the popular children’s series “Rugrats,” as well as the music for the 

THE RUGRATS MOVIE.

In 1996 Mothersbaugh met Wes Anderson and scored the filmmaker’s critically acclaimed BOTTLE ROCKET. He has subsequently written the music for Anderson’s RUSHMORE.THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS, and THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU. Mothersbaugh’s other feature film credits include Catherine Hardwicke’s THIRTEEN and LORDS OF DOGTOWN, WELCOME TO COLLINWOOD, HAPPY GILMORE, 200 CIGARETTES and THE NEW AGE.  Additional credits include CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS and THE RANGER, as well as the NBC’s dramatic series LAX and HBO’s BIG LOVE.

Mothersbaugh has been nominated for numerous Emmy awards and is the recipient of BMI’s distinguished Richard Kirk Lifetime Achievement Award.  He’s the founder of Mutato Muzika, a recording studio and music production company based in Los Angeles. He’s also a world-renowned artist who cites Andy Warhol as an inspiration. His paintings and drawings have been shown in galleries around the world. He’s designed numerous video games and he continues to perform with DEVO. Mothersbaugh was born in Ohio and studied at Kent State University.

Eric Daman

(Costume Designer)

After graduating from the Sorbonne in Paris, Eric worked as a buyer at the prestigious Parisian boutique Magic Circle. It was there where he was noticed by photographer Steven Meisel, and booked as a Calvin Klein model. Upon his frequent trips to New York for these campaigns, Eric fell in love with the city and quickly moved there. 

After a year in front of the camera Eric decided to explore working on the other side as a stylist.  He has styled for such glossies as “Dazed & Confused”, “Id”, “The Face”, “Visionnaire”, “Spin”, and “Rolling Stone”.  Encouraged by friends in the film industry, Eric decided to take his styling to another level and become a costume designer. This lead to a three-year engagement on HBO’s “Sex and the City” as an assistant designer where he dressed Sarah Jessica Parker, among many others. Soon after Eric designed numerous independent films including THE DOOR IN THE FLOOR.  He is the costume designer for the upcoming Russell Crowe feature TENDERNESS and he is currently the costume designer for the CW’s “Gossip Girl”.  

TODD WAGNER - MARK CUBAN

(Executive Producers)

TODD WAGNER 
Todd Wagner’s dynamic blend of entrepreneurial spirit, business expertise and philanthropic commitment have resulted in the creation of some of the entertainment industry’s most successful and compelling digital, intellectual and physical properties. His outlook of bringing the consumer the best entertainment experiences, while creating new and effective business models are evident across all of his current endeavors. Wagner’s first significant mark in the media business came when he and partner Mark Cuban co-founded Broadcast.com, which they later sold to Yahoo! for $5.7 billion in 1999. Using this success as a platform, Wagner fused his passion for entertainment with his business portfolio to build the Wagner/Cuban Companies, a vertically-integrated group of media entities across content creation, distribution and exhibition. This innovative portfolio of companies spans content creation, distribution and exhibition: 2929 Productions, HDNet Films, Magnolia Pictures, Landmark Theatres, HDNet and HDNet Movies.

Through 2929 Productions, Wagner has led the charge to bring meaningful and inspirational stories to audiences.  He executive produced the critically acclaimed drama AKEELAH AND THE BEE, starring Laurence Fishburne, Angela Bassett and Keke Palmer, and GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK, the period drama directed by and co-starring George Clooney, which earned a half-dozen Academy Award® nominations including Best Picture. 

Founded in 2003, Wagner/Cuban’s HDNet Films was the first company dedicated to producing films in High Definition. Its first project was the Oscar-nominated documentary ENRON:  THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM. On behalf of HDNet Films, Wagner also negotiated a deal with Oscar-winning director Steven Soderbergh to make six movies that are being released “day-and-date” across theatrical, television and home video platforms, an innovative distribution strategy allowing consumers to choose how, when and where they wish to see a film.  

Wagner continues to challenge, inform and propel the landscape forward all the while contributing to important work. Through his own charitable foundation (www.toddwagnerfoundation.org), Wagner has committed his personal resources and innovation to bettering the lives of at-risk children throughout the country. Whether it is for his business interests, or his philanthropic work, Wagner’s results-driven sea change approach is consistent. From introducing streaming audio and video over a decade ago to the Internet, and forging day-and-date multiplatform releases early last year, to innovating programs to equip inner city schools with needed technology skills – Wagner insists on supporting entrepreneurial, inspirational and socially conscious
Mark Cuban is co-founder, Chairman and president of HDNet, which operates two 24/7 cable networks, HDNet and HDNet Movies.  HDNet, launched in 2001, features exciting and topical news, sports, music and entertainment programming, including up to 20 hours of original features each week, all produced in the highest quality 1080i HD - more original high-definition programming than any other network.  News and entertainment includes original series "HDNet World Report", "Deadline!", "Face 2 Face with Roy Firestone", "HDNet Concert Series", and "True Music", as well as the acclaimed Warner Bros. series "Smallville." Live sports productions include NASCAR auto racing, NHL

and MLS games.

 Cuban is also the owner of the NBA's Dallas Mavericks and co-owner with Todd Wagner of 2929 Entertainment, a company that owns a film and television library, two movie production companies, a film distribution company, and the Landmark art-house theater chain.  

 Cuban co-founded Internet broadcasting service Broadcast.com in 1995 and sold the company for $5.7 billion to Yahoo! in 1999.  Prior to Broadcast.com Cuban co-founded a computer consulting firm MicroSolutions and sold it to Compuserve. 
JASON KLIOT & JOANA VICENTE

(EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS)


Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente have produced over thirty films by such acclaimed directors as Stephen Soderbergh, Jim Jarmusch and Miguel Arteta.  They co-founded Open City Films twelve years ago as well as HDNet Films, Mark Cuban and Todd Wagner’s high-definition production studio.  Kliot and Vicente’s films have garnered numerous awards, including an Oscar® nomination for their film ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM.  Their films have been selected for the Cannes, Sundance, Berlin, Venice, and Toronto film festivals. In 2007, Kliot and Vicente were honored by Mayor Michael Bloomberg with the Made in NY( award for individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the city’s entertainment industry. 


Open City’s latest release, AWAKE, starring Jessica Alba and Hayden Christiansen, opened at #5 at the US box office. Also in development at Open City is David Foster Wallace’s novel INFINITE JEST, Nicole Holofcener’s ME, TOO and James Lasdun’s PROBATE. With HDNet Films, Kliot and Vicente produced features and documentaries shot digitally, all distributed by Magnolia Pictures. Their most recent HDNet productions were accepted to the 2008 Sundance Film Festival: QUID PRO QUO starring Vera Farmiga and Nick Stahl and GONZO: THE LIFE AND WORK OF HUNTER S. THOMPSON, a documentary narrated by Johnny Depp.  Other past HDNet Films releases include REDACTED, BUBBLE, BROKEN ENGLISH, FAY GRIM, and DIGGERS. Prior to HDNet, Kliot and Vicente founded the US’s first full-fledged digital production company, Blow Up Pictures, which enjoyed a successful run of low-budget digital films including CHUCK & BUCK, LOVELY AND AMAZING, SERIES 7, and THE GUYS. All premiered at either the Sundance Film Festival or the Toronto Film festival and were distributed by Artisan, Lion’s Gate, and Focus Features, respectively.

Cast

(in order of appearance)

Isaac Knott 



Nick Stahl

Engineer



Leonardo Nam

Janice Musslewhite


Rachel Black

Edie




Jessica Hecht

Hugh




Jacob Pitts

Candy



Ashlie Atkinson

Man on Sidewalk


Jamie McShane

Brooster



Pablo Schreiber

Charlene Coke


Jeane Fournier

A Female Wannabe


Carmela Marner

Wannabe Group Leader

Phil LaMarr

A Male Wannabe


Matthew Carey

Man With Trachea Tube

Ben Siegler

Isaac’s Mom



Michal Sinnott

Isaac’s Dad



Joshua Leonard

Fiona



Vera Farmiga

Asian Restaurant Owner

For Chan

Father Dave



James Frain

Raine



Aimee Mullins

Scott




Dylan Bruno

Merilee



Kate Burton

Young Fiona 


Ellen Marlow

Young Isaac



Tommy Nelson

Stunt Coordinators


Cort Hessler

Gene Harrison

Stunt Driver



Jennifer Hewitt

Credits
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Midge Sanford

Executive Producers
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Executive Producers

Todd Wagner

Mark Cuban

Director of Photography

Michael McDonough

Production Designer

Roshelle Berliner

Editors

Lauren Zuckerman

Charles Ireland

Music By

Mark Mothersbaugh

Casting Directors

Randi Hiller, CSA

Sarah Halley Finn, CSA

Costume Designer

Eric Daman

Music Supervisor

Robin Urdang

Co-Producer

Per Melita
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