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SHORT SYNOPSIS

Stockholm, in the 1950s.  Erik is expelled from the local school for getting into one brawl too many. To protect Erik from his violent stepfather’s reaction to his expulsion, Erik's mother arranges for Erik to spend a year at Stjärnsberg Boarding School, the only school willing to accept him. This is Erik's last chance to graduate to Upper School and he promises his mother, for his and her sake, to do all he can to stay out of trouble. Not to get into any more fights.

Arriving at Stjärnsberg is like stepping into another world, Erik discovers. The school is steeped in tradition; particularly the tradition of "fraternal upbringing" which leaves discipline in the hands of the students. A school council made up of senior pupils makes the rules. Its word is law and there is no appeal.

Erik's roommate, Pierre, advises Erik to follow the rules and, above all, not to draw attention to himself. In spite of their very different backgrounds and character, the two boys soon become close friends.

Erik refuses to submit to the arbitrary bullying by the senior boys in the name of "fraternal upbringing". Knowing that if he gives way to his feelings and hits back he will be expelled, Erik begins a campaign of civil disobedience. Pierre helps and supports him. He becomes Erik’s mentor, able to see qualities in Erik that Erik himself is unaware of.

Led by the aristocratic Silverhielm, the council harasses and provokes Erik, then punishes him by confining him to the school every weekend. Erik doesn’t mind. He uses the time to study.

Alone in the refectory at weekends, Erik makes friends with the pretty 19 year old serving girl, Marja. They are both outsiders in the world of Stjärnsberg. Theirs is a short, fleeting and impossible love 

Silverhielm and the council realize they cannot bully Erik into submission. Silverhielm changes his tactics. He bullies the physically weaker Pierre instead, knowing the two boys' friendship. Pierre resists bravely for as long as he can, but finally leaves the school. The violence against Eric escalates. Marja is sacked. Erik is alone.

Silverhielm steals the letter Marja writes to Erik and tries to get Erik expelled because of it. The attempt fails. Erik stays on.

Erik returns home after graduating. He has the strength and the confidence, now, to stand up to his stepfather and banish once and for all out of his and his mother’s life.

LONG SYNOPSIS
Erik might easily have turned evil and gone on a rampage of vengeance. But he didn't; in spite of the persistent and deliberate provocations; in spite of the indifference of those who deliberately looked the other way; in spite of what they did to his best friend.

This is Erik's story. The story of one boy's struggle against deep-rooted, institutionalised evil.... 


Stockholm, Sweden in the 1950s.

Erik, 16 years old, lives with his mother and stepfather in Stockholm. They are, at first sight, an ordinary middle class family. But his mother, a gentle soft-spoken woman, has married a brutal and sadistic man who regularly beats Erik for the slightest misdemeanour, whether real or invented. 

The abuse Erik has suffered has made him withdrawn and unapproachable, violent and unrelenting. It has also taught him that hatred, and the ability to concentrate on that hatred is the most effective anaesthetic against the physical pain of any beating. 

Erik is expelled from the local school for getting into one brawl too many. Erik's mother quietly sells the last of her inheritance, and arranges for him to spend a year in Stjärnsberg Boarding School. This is Erik's last chance, and he promises his mother he will not get into any more trouble.

Stjärnsberg is a fine old boarding school with centuries of tradition embedded in its buildings and playing fields. The teachers are good, and the sports facilities excellent.

Erik arrives at the school confident he has every possibility to start afresh; to forget the hatred; his stepfather; this is a place where he won't need to get into fights to prove him or earn respect. 

He is wrong.

At Stjärnsberg, discipline is left to the students themselves. They call it "fraternal upbringing". The school council made up of 12 senior pupils makes the rules. The council's word is law and there is no appeal. In fact it is a carte blanche for the senior pupils to terrorise and bully the junior pupils with total impunity, and all in the name of tradition. 

Erik's roommate is Pierre Tanguy, also 16 years old. Pierre is intelligent, slightly overweight and wears glasses. His father is a successful businessman and spends most of his time abroad. Erik's dream is to become a writer. Erik and Pierre become close friends, in spite of - or perhaps because of - their very different backgrounds and personalities.

On his first evening in the refectory, Erik witnesses an example of "fraternal upbringing". Karlberg, a boy sitting next to him, is reprimanded for using bad language. Silverhielm, a senior pupil and head of the table, ceremoniously administers a sharp blow with the heavy handle of his knife on Karlberg's head. This is known as a "dubbing". None of the teachers react. Karlberg returns to his place with tears in his eyes. The other boys accept it as an inevitable fact of life; relieved that this time it was someone else and not them who got the dubbing. Erik is surprised and indignant.

Erik and Pierre discuss this after supper, in the nearby woods, where they have gone for a surreptitious smoke. If you refuse a dubbing, Pierre tells Erik, you have to stand in front of the wall and be publicly shamed. And if you refuse to do that, your saturday-sunday home leave is cancelled; the same punishment if you're caught smoking. And it's a punishment you can't refuse. The alternative is expulsion. 

Well, Erik comments wryly, that's one way to avoid having to go home. Nonetheless, he has no intention of getting expelled from this school. He intends to work hard and improves his grades, especially his math grades.

Pierre's advice is simple: keep a low profile; don't stand out; don't draw attention to yourself; don't fight the system. 

The two boys return to their room, chewing on a mouthful of pine needles to conceal the smell of tobacco on their breath.

Erik has also noticed 19 year old Marja, a Finnish girl, one of the serving staff in the school refectory. She is very pretty, very efficient, serves at Erik's table and studiously avoids all eye contact with the pupils. 

Inevitably Erik does draw attention to himself. First by refusing a dubbing at supper and then, politely and equally firmly, refusing to stand in front of the wall in shame. Dahlén, the senior pupil who was about to administer the dubbing, is caught out by Erik's refusal. 

- You know what this means?

- Yes. No Saturday-Sunday leave, Erik replies politely and calmly goes back to his eating.

Erik's refusal reduces the refectory to total silence. All eyes are on him, including Marjas. 

Silverhielm, to save the situation and restore authority, looks for a scapegoat to punish instead. He chooses Johan, one of Erik's classmates. Silverhielm administers a stinging blow on Johan's head with the hard and pointed stopper of the vinegar carafe and draws blood - the infamous "one-stitch" blow. Silverhielm calmly wipes the stopper clean as Johan leaves the refectory with the Matron pressing a napkin against the wound. The teachers studiously refuse to interfere. For a brief moment, Erik and Maria's eyes meet, then the murmur of voices picks up again and the meal continues as if nothing had happened.

The second time Erik draws attention to himself is when he wants to go swimming in the evening. A group of senior pupils coldly inform Erik that the pool is reserved for senior pupils, members of the school council and the swimming team. Then they pointedly turn their backs on him.

Erik insists he can beat the school record for 50 meters freestyle. The seniors sceptically accept the challenge. Erik beats the record by half a second and is welcomed to the school team with a friendly smile and a warm handshake by one of the team, von Rosen.

Pierre is very dubious about Erik's triumph. This is not keeping a low profile. Pierre is left alone because he is considered a swat, and a coward. And there's no fun in hitting a swat and a coward. But Erik is different. And it will be worse for him. And that, Pierre says, is precisely what Erik has not understood...

Pierre is right. Erik is summoned to the seniors' common room. Dahlén, still smarting from his public humiliation in the refectory, orders Erik to clean and polish a dozen pairs of filthy boots. Erik refuses, turns on his heel and walks out. Dahlén is dumbfounded, Silverhielm unperturbed. He is a new boy, he tells Dahlén. He will learn...

What happens, Erik asks Pierre, if you beat up a member of the school council. Immediate expulsion, Pierre replies. They are standing in the woods, having a quite smoke. Erik is still worked up after the confrontation with Dahlén, but pleased that he had enough self-control not to strike him. Erik kicks the branches on the ground, venting his fury. This is exactly what he wants to avoid; he doesn't want any trouble! That's why he came to Stjärnsberg in the first place; to stay out of trouble!!! What do you do if there are some things you just cannot accept or submit to? Pierre's reply is simple: non-violent resistance, civil disobedience, like Gandhi. 

Erik is unimpressed. He walks off still angry and irritated, and determined not to polish anyone's shoes no matter what.

But Pierre's words have left their mark on Erik. Non violent resistance; civil disobedience. Maybe it will work. 

Erik, Pierre and Johan are on their way down the stairs, after a biology lesson, when Erik is given a sudden and hard shove in the back. When he regains his balance he finds himself face to face with Dahlén, who insists Erik apologise for his loutish behaviour. Erik refuses and Dahlén challenges him to the "quad".

The quad is a cement platform, behind the refectory. There are always two of them against one, Johan tells Erik. They beat you until you crawl off the platform begging for mercy. The whole school watches. You don't have to go, Pierre adds, but if you refuse you will be called The Rat for the rest of the term. 

Erik phones his mother, and reassures her that all is going well at school, and tells her that he won't be coming home at weekends for the rest of the term. He will spend his weekends studying. He hangs up. The gauntlet has been thrown.

Dahlén stands in the center of the quad and calls out Erik's name. Erik does not appear. The pupils, who have gathered there to watch, whistle, boo and start chanting "the rat". 

Erik and Pierre hear the catcalls from their room. Unperturbed, Erik continues his homework. 

That night there is a raid on the dormitories. All the juniors are turned out of their rooms. The senior pupils turn each room upside down. Pierre and Erik watch as their belongings are thrown in a mess on the floor, clothes, books, papers, and bedclothes and then liberally spattered with toothpaste. 

Erik and Pierre survey the mess. Erik is dumbfounded, Pierre resigned and philosophical. Hadn't he warned Erik about sticking his neck out?

Berg, the PE teacher, encourages Erik with his swimming. He wants Erik to win the prestigious Lewenheusen Cup. It will be the first time a junior wins it. And Berg is confident Erik can do it. He would be a champion and example for the junior school, honoured and respected by the others. Erik believes him.

School life continues. Erik enjoys the lessons and his friendship with Pierre.

Silverhielm summons Erik to the student council for refusing to polish Dahlén's shoes and for refusing to apologise to him in the stairs. Erik continues his polite but firm refusal. He is sentenced to ten cancelled Saturday Sunday leaves; of which two with "hard labour". It is a new school record. Erik takes it calmly.

At the weekend, after spending the day digging a hole and filling it up again, Erik takes his supper alone in the refectory. Marja serves him. Normally the pupils aren't allowed to socialise with the staff. The penalty is immediate expulsion. But Marja and Erik are alone, and there is no one to prevent them from talking and getting to know each other.

Erik's life at Stjärnsberg now settles into a kind of predictable routine; occasional provocations during the week; weekends when he is restricted to the school, studies, and talks and goes for walks with Marja. They are both outsiders, not a part of the hierarchic class system that otherwise dominates the school. It draws them closer together.

A sort of uneasy truce develops between Erik and the members of the school council. Until Cloisters Night. This is another fine old school tradition. A miniature St Bartholomew’s Night, when the council members run amok in the dormitories of the junior school one night a year. Anything goes. The juniors have no rights and are not allowed to fight back.

The school waits. The teachers pull down the blinds and turn up the music in their rooms. The junior pupils wait in abject fear, praying it will all be over quickly.

Erik and Pierre barricade themselves in their room, and wait. The door is broken down. Silverhielm throws a bucket full of urine and excrement into the room. It goes everywhere.

Pierre and Erik clean their room. Later, when the Cloisters Night is over, Erik takes the plastic bucket with the excrement and sneaks into Silverhielm's room with it. He pours the entire content of the bucket over the sleeping Silverhielm.

At dinner the next day, Erik loudly sniffs the air. Provocatively calls Silverhielm "Shitterhielm". Erik's victory is pyrrhic. Silverhielm thrashes Erik in the refectory. Erik stands with his hands clenched behind his back while Silverhielm brutally assaults him in front of the pupils, teachers and serving staff. No one interferes. The teachers at their table turn away and pretend not to see.

Erik's hatred - like when his stepfather beats him - acts as an anaesthetic to the pain. The beating continues in the heavy silence of the refectory until, finally, Marja shouts: "Stop it!” The headmaster slowly, unwillingly, puts a stop to the beating.

It is a moral victory for Erik.

Encouraged and egged on by Berg, the PE teacher, Erik wins the Lewenheusen Cup, sets three new records and breaks the school tradition that ensures a Lewenheusen always wins the cup. Berg is ecstatic. The rest of the school - with the exception of Marja and some delighted juniors - applauds politely and dutifully. The senior pupils demonstratively sit on their hands. Except for Silverhielm who, in the silence that follows Erik as he leaves the pool, claps slowly and distinctly. Their eyes meet briefly, and a flicker of a smile appears on Silverhielm’s lips.

Erik returns home for Christmas. His mother is delighted. His grades are excellent. He has won the Lewenheusen Cup. Erik's stepfather looks only at the C for conduct in Erik's school report. And thrashes him for it..... 

Erik returns to Stjärnsberg. He has a present for Pierre, a Tommy Dorsey record. Pierre, too, has a present for Erik, knowing his ambition to become a lawyer; the Statute Book of Sweden. 

After their first training match in football, Erik and Pierre are the last to leave the changing rooms for the shower. Only then does Erik remove his shirt. Pierre sees Erik's back. It is covered with the scars from the trashing his stepfather gave him.

Silverhielm and the council leave Erik alone. Instead, they turn their attention on Pierre. Knowing Pierre's physical weakness, knowing the close bond between the two friends, Silverhielm and his cronies start harassing Pierre. They abuse him physically, they defile his clothes and his belongings and all the time they are careful not to touch Erik. 

The culmination is when Silverhielm summons Pierre to the quad. All this need not have happened, Silverhielm tells Erik, if Erik had only followed the rules, like everyone else.
Pierre tells Erik he intends to go through with it and be at the quad in the hope that if he takes his beating they will leave him alone afterwards. Erik tries his best to talk Pierre out of it. But Pierre is obdurate.

The entire school is assembled the following evening at the quad. Silverhielm and Dahlén are standing on the platform, waiting. Pierre steps up. He gets one blow in, but is swiftly brought to his knees by Silverhielm and Dahlén's hard punches... But he doesn't give in, he doesn't beg for mercy or apologise, and with the last of his strength continues to curse Silverhielm and Dahlén. After a while Erik can no longer watch. 

Pierre is huddled on the ground, badly beaten, but still refuses to crawl off the platform. Finally Silverhielm and Dahlén have to pull him off.

The next day Dahlén orders Erik to hammer four iron stakes into the hard ground. Much later, when Erik is on his way to the refectory for supper, eight senior pupils jump him on. They tie him, spread-eagle, to the stakes and Silverhielm orders a tearful Johan and Karlberg to pour scalding-hot water over Erik. The two boys do so. Silverhielm picks up a third bucket, full of ice cold water, and pours it over Erik. They leave Erik tied the stakes, semi-conscious and shivering from shock and pain.

Marja has seen what happened. She unties Erik and helps him back to her room. She bathes him, gets into the bed bedside him and puts her arms around him. Slowly, with fumbling gentleness they make love.

When Erik returns to his room, early the next morning, he finds a letter from Pierre. He has left the school for good. He tried to hold out as long as he could. There is just one thing he wants Erik to know - Erik is the best friend Pierre has ever had...

Erik lies down, on his side, on his bed holding the letter and for the first time, he sobs his heart out.

Erik challenges Dahlén and von Schenken, another member of the pupils' council, to a fight on the quad. Erik is a far better fighter than any of the senior pupils ever will be. He breaks Dahlén's nose and forces von Schenken to crawl off the platform begging for mercy. It is not the result Silverhielm was expecting. The assembled school is reduced to total silence.

Erik tries to find Marja and learns that she has been sacked and sent back to Finland.

Erik is alone. The two people who were important to him are no longer there. He has no one to turn to. 

Marja writes a love letter to Erik. When Silverhielm learns that Erik has received a letter from Finland he immediately organises a raid on Erik's room. They find the letter, eventually, hidden under Erik's mattress. Silverhielm reads it aloud triumphantly, and goes off with it.

Erik is summoned to the headmaster's office. The headmaster is holding Marja's letter. The school regulations are perfectly clear on that point. Erik is expelled with immediate effect and without his end of year results. The headmaster is visibly relieved that Erik is leaving. He clearly did not fit in. Erik ask for his letter back, but the headmaster refuses and puts it back in the drawer of his desk.

Erik now has to call his mother and break the news to her. He dials the number. His mother answers. Erik can't get the words out. He hangs up without saying anything.

Back in his room, Erik's eye falls on Pierre's present. The Statute Book of Sweden. And he remembers something that Pierre once said; that the laws of the school cannot be above the laws of the country. He phones Ekengren, the family lawyer.

Erik and Ekengren confront the headmaster. By keeping a private letter addressed to Erik, the headmaster is in interfering with the delivery of the mail and breaking the law. Ekengren also threatens to inform the press and the police about some of the thing that have been going on at the school. 

The headmaster concedes he might have been a little hasty in expelling Erik. He returns the letter. And Erik stays on. 

At the end of the school year Erik leaves Stjärnsberg with top grades. He ceremoniously tears off the school badge from his blazer and throws it out of the window of the taxi, as they pass through the gates.

Erik enters the flat quietly. His mother is sitting at the piano, playing. She stops playing and turns her face to Erik. One side of her face is bruised and swollen. Mother and son hold each other a long while in silence.

Time has stood still for Erik's stepfather. As always he promises Erik a thrashing. This time, however, it is Erik who locks the door and pockets the key. He looks down at his hands, and vows this will be the last time he uses them like this. And then his stepfather will walk out of their lives forever.....

Erik and Pierre meet briefly again, on the eve of Pierre's departure for Switzerland. They will always be friends, no matter what. They both know that. 

But for Erik the most important of all is that he has won his own battle against the evil that nearly ate its way into his soul. 

The end.
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CAST

Andreas Wilson – Erik Ponti
Andreas Wilson made his stunning film debut in director Mikael Håfström’s Swedish film, EVIL (Ondskan), which is based on a true story.  Wilson plays the troubled teenager Erik Ponti who, having been physically abused by his step-father, is in turn dangerously violent toward his peers. Desperate for her son to succeed, Erik’s mother scrimps to send him to a prestigious private school where he determines to make good.  What at first seems an idyllic situation instead reveals a deeper evil: institutionalized hazing that the teachers and staff endorse.  To revert to his violent ways is to be expelled, but can he resist?

EVIL was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film in 2004.  According to Variety, “Wilson is a powerful presence as the slow-burning but, when roused, very violent Erik.”  The Toronto Globe and Mail describes, “A brooding cross between James Dean and Leo DiCaprio, Andreas Wilson explodes as a rebel with a cause.”

Wilson garnered numerous awards for his performance in EVIL, including a European “Shooting Star” Award in 2004 and “Best Actor” trophies at the EuropaCinema Festival in Viareggio, Italy and the Shanghai International Film Festival.  He was also nominated for “Best Actor” at the Swedish Film Awards.  

Wilson attended the Tibble Gymnasium in Stockholm, Sweden, where he was trained in both acting and singing.  He began his professional career at a young age, having been cast in several productions at the Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm while still in school.  Onstage, he held the lead roles in several musicals, including West Side Story and Grease. 

Based on his performance in EVIL, Wilson was hand-picked by acclaimed director David Lynch to star in his European Dior campaign.  Wilson will soon appear in the science fiction thriller Animal, directed by Roselyne Bosch, and the thriller Den Utvalde, directed by Eric Donell and Martin Söder.  He just completed shooting the American independent film, Kill Your Darlings, in Los Angeles.

FILMMAKERS

Mikael Håfström - Director
Mikael started his career at Swedish Television and moved quickly from assistant to Director.

He reached immediate attention as his first film was internationally rewarded. Mikael has a personal style that combines an attractive surface with strong content. A rare combination.

Filmography  

ONDSKAN a.k.a. EVIL, feature film, Moviola / Nordisk 2001-3

LEVA LIVET
a.k.a DAYS LIKE THIS, 2000-2001, feature film, Memfis/Zentropa




Nominated for seven ”Golden Bug”, received; best Script.


ANGEL OF DEATH
1997-8, TV-movie, Swedish Television




Nominated as best short feature 1998 Cinema Tout Ecran




Geneve.

VENDETTA (TV-version) 1997, 6 x 50 min, drama/action, Moviola Film&TV,




TV4, Beta – Taurus Film (Munich), RAI 2 

HOUSE OF SHADOWS 1996, TV-series, 3 x 60 min, adventure, Swedish Television

OLOF PALME 1995, docu-drama, 2 x 90 min about the life and murder




of the Swedish Primeminister (Director of dramatised parts)

VENDETTA 1995, feature film, drama/action, Moviola Film & TV,




Betafilm, Rai2. Best opening ever in Sweden for a 15 cert. film.

SMUTSIGA ÖGON 1994, TV-movie, Swedish Television, 60 minutes.




Best TV-drama prize winner

THE SAVIOURS 1993, 90 minute TV-drama, police/action.(Hassel)

(also script)

Swedish Television

THE GREEDY 1993, 90 minutes TV-drama, police/action, Swedish Television

(also script)

Nominated as Best European TV movie (Umbria fiction Italy)

A FINGER FOR ARMS 1991, 90 minutes TV-drama, police/action, Swedish Television.

Hans Lönnerheden - Producer

Since leaving film school Hans has been responsible for some thirty feature films  and eight TV-series. After more than 100 hours of drama production, some of it extremely successful, he has a very good reputation as producer.
Producer

ONDSKAN, a.k.a. EVIL feature film in distribution. 2001-3

Producer

ARN MAGNUSSON – THE CRUSADER. Feature film




in development. Based on the three novels by Jan Guillou

Executive Prod         
TALISMANEN, TV-series 8 x 50 minutes commissioned 

by Tv4. Filmed from August – November 2001. Script writers Henning Mankell and Jan Guillou. 

Producer
HAMILTON, TV series version (of the feature), 4 x 50 minutes, in co-operation with and for TV4 and the Nordic countries. Directed by Harald Zwart. Cast: Peter Stormare, Lena Olin, Mark Hamill    2001.
Executive Prod

JÖNSSONLIGAN SPELAR HÖGT, feature film co-prod between Filmlance, Tonefilm and Sandrews. Cinema release Dec 2000.

Co Producer

DYKKERNE, Feature film co-prod with




Thura Film Copenhagen, Dir Åke Sandgren 1999-2000.

Producer

HAMILTON, feature.   Nordic cinema distr.

Buena Vista,. 1996 - 8. Director Harald Zwart. International sales: Capella, Los Angeles.  With Peter Stormare, Lena Olin, Mark Hamill.  Production company Moviola. Cinema success in the Nordic countries.  Distributed in 28 countries.

Producer (part of)
GLASBLÅSARNS BARN, feature. Nordic co-production





Zentropa, Nordic Light, BFC, Director Anders Grönros. 

Engaged by the completion bond company; Ekengren when the film went into difficulties and the completion bond company took over the film. 1996-8. Stellan Skarsgård, 
Pernilla August.
Producer (part of)       JERUSALEM, feature and a TV-series, SVT. Director Bille 

August.

Anna Asp – Production Designer

Anna Asp won an academy award for Ingmar Bergman’s FANNY AND ALEXANDER and that started a career that continued with two times Palm D’or prize and an other Oscar for PELLE THE CONQUEROR. 

Anna is a fantastic artist that brings an additional quality to any film she enters.
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                        Mikael Håfström
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Daniel Alfredsson

2001 SÅNG FÖR MARTIN             
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Bille August

1998 HAMILTON
                        
Harald Swartz

1997 SMILLA’S SENSE OF SNOW            Bille August
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