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SYNOPSIS
In 1976, after years of mysterious absence, Marcus (Anthony Mackie, “The Hurt Locker”) returns to the Philadelphia neighborhood where he came of age in the midst of the Black Power movement. While his arrival raises suspicion among his family and former neighbors, he finds acceptance from his old friend Patricia (Kerry Washington, “Ray,” “Lift”) and her daughter. However, Marcus quickly finds himself at odds with the organization he once embraced, whose members suspect he orchestrated the slaying of their former comrade-in-arms. In a startling sequence of events, Marcus must protect a secret that could shatter everyone's beliefs as he rediscovers his forbidden passion for Patricia.

ABOUT THE ACTORS
ANTHONY MACKIE (Marcus Washington) 

Anthony Mackie, who was classically trained at the Julliard School of Drama, is a versatile young actor who is able to capture a plethora of characters. 

Mackie was discovered after receiving rave reviews while playing Tupac Shakur in the off Broadway Up Against the Wind. Immediately following, Mackie made an auspicious film debut as Eminem’s nemesis, Papa Doc, in Curtis Hanson’s 8 Mile.  His performance caught the attention of Spike Lee, who subsequently cast Mackie in the 2004 Toronto Film Festival Masters Program selection Sucker Free City and She Hate Me.  He also appeared in Clint Eastwood’s Academy Award-winning Million Dollar Baby, opposite Hilary Swank, Morgan Freeman and Eastwood, as well as in Jonathan Demme’s The Manchurian Candidate, alongside Denzel Washington and Liev Schreiber, and the comedy The Man, starring Samuel L. Jackson.  

Mackie earned IFP Spirit and Gotham Award nominations for his performance in Rodney Evans’ Brother to Brother, which won the 2004 Special Dramatic Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival and Best First Feature at the Independent Spirit Awards.  In 2005, he appeared opposite David Strathairn, Timothy Hutton and Leelee Sobieski in Heavens Fall, based on the historic Scottsboro Boys’ trials, an independent feature that premiered at the 2006 SXSW Film Festival in Austin.   

Mackie also had five features on movie screens in 2006.  In addition to We Are Marshall, he starred in Half Nelson, with Ryan Gosling, adapted from director Ryan Fleck’s Sundance-winning short “Gowanus Brooklyn”; in Preston Whitmore’s Crossover; in Frank E. Flowers ensemble crime drama Haven, opposite Orlando Bloom and Bill Paxton; and in the film adaptation of Richard Price’s Freedomland, starring Samuel L. Jackson.  

Intertwined throughout his film career, Mackie was seen in several theatrical performances both on and off Broadway. Mackie made his Broadway debut as the stuttering nephew, Sylvester, alongside Whoopi Goldberg in August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. Next he was seen as the lead in Regina King’s modern retelling of Chekov’s The Seagull, starred in Stephen Belber’s McReele for the Rounabout Theatre Company, and starred in the Pulitzer Prize winning play Soldier’s Play as a character made famous by Denzel Washington 20 years prior. Most recently, Mackie was part of the production of August Wilson’s 20th Century at the esteemed Kennedy Center where they performed stage readings of all 10 plays in August Wilson’s cycle. Mackie participated in 3 of the 10 shows and hopes to return to the stage soon. 

Most recently, Mackie was seen as Sgt. JT Sanborn in Katherine Bigelow’s critically acclaimed film The Hurt Locker, a film in which he was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award in 2008. Mackie was also recently seen as Tupac Shakur in Fox Searchlight’s Notorious BIG biopic Notorious and as Major William Bowman in Dreamworks film Eagle Eye. Next up, he will tackle a couple more biopics with Bolden!, an account of the great New Orleans cornet player Buddy Bolden, and Jesse Owens, a feature based on the late-great Olympic star. Mackie just recently wrapped production on Night Catches Us in which he shares the screen with Kerry Washington and portrays a Black Panther who returns home after a decade in exile. Mackie is currently filming The Adjustment Bureau with Matt Damon and Emily Blunt in New York City.
  

KERRY WASHINGTON (Patricia Wilson) 
Winner of “Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture” for Ray at the NAACP Image Awards in 2005 and Nominated for an Independent Spirit Award for “Best Actress” in the film Lift in 2002, Kerry Washington is a versatile, talented and fearless actress who has built an impressive list of credits in a relatively short amount of time.  She garnered critical acclaim for her recent roles in The Last King of Scotland opposite Forest Whitaker for which she was nominated for “Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture” at the NAACP Image Awards in 2007, The Dead Girl opposite Marcia Gay Harden and Brittany Murphy, and in Lakeview Terrace starring opposite Samuel L. Jackson and Patrick Wilson.  Kerry will next be seen in A Thousand Words starring opposite Eddie Murphy and Mother and Child, a drama centered around three women portrayed by Annette Bening, Naomi Watts and Washington.

Prior to these films, Washington starred as Alicia Masters in Fantastic Four and its sequel Rise of the Silver Surfer, I Think I Love My Wife opposite Chris Rock, the Wayans Brothers’ comedy Little Man, Mr. and Mrs. Smith starring Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, Spike Lee’s She Hate Me, Sidney Lumet’s HBO film Strip Search, and the independent film Sexual Life.

Other film credits for Washington include Against the Ropes, The United States of Leland, The Human Stain, Bad Company, Save the Last Dance for which she received a Teen Choice Award for Best Breakout Performance, and the highly acclaimed independent film Our Song. 

During her free time, Washington is an active member on the Board of Directors for The Creative Coalition, a group dedicated to raising awareness of First Amendment Rights and support of arts in education, and is a Committee Member of Americans for the Arts, which is the nation's leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts in America.   She is also a member of the V-Counsel, an esteemed group of advisors to V-Day, the global movement to end violence against women and girls (vday.org).

Washington is currently a spokesperson for both L’Oreal Paris and Movado. 

  

JAMIE HECTOR (DoRight) 

Jamie Hector is a dynamic and charismatic actor, best known for his role of Marlo Stansfield on HBO’s critically acclaimed show "The Wire" and Benjamin "Knox" Washington on NBC's hit series "Heroes".  When Jamie reflects on his youth, growing up in Brooklyn, NY, he speaks of a mother who provided strong moral values and of his love of great stories.  His passion led him to audition for an award winning, theater company Tomorrow's Future where he was first recognized by CBS for his great work in stage productions.

After graduation from college Jamie went on to the Lee Strasberg Theater Institute where he focused on his craft.  He had already begun to book roles on NY-based TV such as ''Law and Order,'' ''NY Undercover,'' and ''Law & Order SVU.''  In 2002 Jamie booked the lead role in the film 5 deep breaths directed by Seith Mann.  This film went on to become an Official Selection at the Sundance, Tribeca and Caanes Film Festivals accumulating over 16 awards during it's festival run.  Jamie is now recognized world wide for his television/film work and for being, as Variety magazine said, "one of the top 10 "bad guys" on television".

You can expect to see Jamie early in 2010 as his 2009 film work hits the screen beginning with Night Catches Us in Sundance, followed by Just Another Day and The Gift.  Jamie founded the nonprofit organization Moving Mountains Inc. which works to provide artistic development for inner city youth, keeping them off of the city streets and focused on dramatic stage and film productions with positive messages.  Jamie mentors and personally directs the youth when his schedule allows. 

              

WENDELL PIERCE (Detective Gordon) 
Wendell Pierce stars as Detective Gordon and is one of the most accomplished stage, television and film actors working today. His film credits include Malcolm X, It Could Happen to You, Waiting to Exhale, Get on the Bus, Sleepers, Brown Sugar, The Fighting Temptations, Land of Plenty, Ray, and I Think I Love My Wife. He has just completed filming Bolden, about New Orleans iconic jazz musician Buddy Bolden, and Love Ranch, with Joe Pesci and Helen Mirren and directed by Taylor Hackford.  

His television work includes ''New York Undercover,'' ''Law & Order,'' ''I'll Fly Away,'' ''Third Watch,'' ''My Wife and Kids,'' ''The Gregory Hines Show,'' ''Judging Amy,'' ''Girlfriends,'' ''Close to Home,'' ''Numb3rs,'' ''In Plain Sight,'' ''Hawthorne,'' and ''Tim and Eric Awesome Show Great Job!'' He co-starred with Queen Latifah in the Emmy nominated TV film, Life Support, for which he won a NAACP Image Award. He also appeared as himself in Spike Lee’s When the Levees Broke. But it is the critically-acclaimed series, ''The Wire'' on HBO, in which he played Bunk Moreland, that he is best known. Currently he is starring in ''Treme,'' a new series on HBO set in post-Katrina New Orleans.   
  

AMARI CHEATOM (Jimmy Dixon) 

Amari Cheatom plays Jimmy Dixon. Amari's television credits include the CBS series Numb3rs.  His theatre credits include Zooman and the Sigh (Signature Theatre), The Lower Ninth, A Ballad of Sad Young Men, Origin Story (Sundance Theatre Festival), When January Feels Like Summer (Sundance Theater Festival), The Toilet (New Federal Theatre), and Age of Grace. He will be seen in the upcoming world-premiere production Grace (The Public Theater).  He is a recent graduate of the Juilliard School Drama Division. 
  

 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

TANYA HAMILTON (Writer/Director) 

Sundance Fellow Tanya Hamilton has received numerous individual artist grants in recent years, including a prestigious Pew Fellowship in the Arts Grant for Night Catches Us (the only screenwriter to ever receive the award), the Gordon Parks Screenwriting Award, the Urban World Film Festival Screenwriting Award, a 5-County Arts Grant of the Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, and a Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Fellowship. Her short film The Killers was awarded best short film at the 1996 Berlin International Film Festival and the 1997 New Line Cinema award.  In the same year she also received the Director’s Guild of America Award for Best Female Director.  Tanya and the script for Night Catches Us also participated in the Sundance Screenwriter and Filmmaker Labs. Hamilton is a graduate of the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art as well as the Columbia Film School. 

  

RON SIMONS (Producer) 

Mr. Simons is founder and president of SimonSays Entertainment, a film, stage and television production company dedicated to developing and presenting the stories, fables, and narratives of under-represented communities.  
  

Mr. Simons is a professional actor and producer based in New York City.  He has appeared in film and television with credits in projects such as 27 Dresses, Mystery Team, ''Law & Order,'' and ''Law & Order: Criminal Intent.''  He shares the London Stage Award for Acting Excellence for Boy Steals Train, a play he co-developed.  He helped produce Ain't Supposed to Die of a Natural Death at Classical Theatre of Harlem and August Wilson’s final Broadway debut Radio Golf.
  

Mr. Simons is a former Software Engineer, having developed systems at Hewlett-Packard, IBM, and later, as a Knowledge Engineer, developed Artificial Intelligence systems.  Later he became a marketing executive at the Microsoft Corporation managing multi-million dollar marketing campaigns for the Microsoft Mail family of products.  
  

Mr. Simons is currently a Board Member of Columbia College’s Board of Visitors, University of Washington School of Drama’s Advisory Board, and The Eagle Academy Foundation.  He is a past board member of the Classical Theatre of Harlem (former Board Chair), Technology Access Foundation, Social Justice Fund Northwest and the Lutheran Compass Center.  He served as a King County Big Brother, a Loaned Executive Fundraiser to United Way, and was a YMCA Black Achiever.  

  

Mr. Simons is a recipient of the Heritage Award from Columbia College’s Black Alumni Council and is a Johnson & Johnson Leadership Award Fellow. Mr. Simons holds a BA from Columbia College, an MBA from Columbia Business School, and an MFA from the University of Washington’s Professional Actor Training Program.  He has four children: Elise, Zora, Langston and Isaiah. 

  

SEAN COSTELLO (Producer)
Sean Costello is an established executive with a strong background in producing, finance, and strategic development. Costello most recently worked on the Sundance lab film Stephanie Daley starring Tilda Swinton, Amber Tamblyn, Timothy Hutton, Melissa Leo, and Dennis O'Hare.  The film premiered in the dramatic competition at Sundance in 2006 and won the festival's Waldo Salt Award for screenwriting.  He is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and has an MBA from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University. 

  

JASON ORANS (Producer)

New York City-based producer Jason Orans was nominated for the 2009

Independent Spirit/Piaget Producers Award.  His most recent film is Dare starring Emmy Rossum and Alan Cumming which premiered in the Dramatic Competition of the 2009 Sundance Film Festival and went on to play theaters nationwide. Previous to this was Goodbye Solo from writer/director Ramin Bahrani, winner of the International Critics Prize at the 2008 Venice Film Festival, and 2009 Gotham Awards and 2010 Independent Spirit Awards nominee.   Other films include Goodbye Baby (Slamdance 2008), The Toe Tactic (New Directors/New Films 2008), ear Of The Fish (Sundance, 2007), Flannel Pajamas (Sundance 2006, Dramatic Competition) and Satellite (Tribeca 2005).
SIMONSAYS ENTERTAINMENT (Production Company) 

Founded in 2009 with a mission to “tell every story,” SimonSays Entertainment develops projects for film, television, and the stage. SimonSays Entertainment has just completed production on its first project, the feature film Night Catches Us. The film is based on a multiple award-winning screenplay by director Tanya Hamilton and stars Anthony Mackie and Kerry Washington. SimonSays was founded by Ron Simons, whose rich and multi-layered background combines both business and the arts.  His career has included leading marketing teams for major product launches at Microsoft; advising multi-national corporations such as IBM, General Motors and Northrop on artificial intelligence systems as a project manager at Intellicorp; and designing software for Hewlett-Packard. But Simons is also a working actor, with over a decade of film and television credits.  He holds an MBA in marketing and international business and a BA in English and computer science, both from Columbia University. He also earned an MFA from the Professional Actor Training Program at the University of Washington.  
  

GIGANTIC PICTURES (Production Company) 

Gigantic Pictures is a film/television production company with over 20 titles to its credit, most recently including Dare, which premiered in the Dramatic Competition at the Sundance Film Festival and was released theatrically in November; the international indie hit Goodbye Solo; and the critically acclaimed Year of the Fish.  Gigantic Pictures is one of four companies comprising the New York-based Gigantic Entertainment Group, an innovative indie studio with the mission to reinvent the music and film businesses.  Gigantic Digital Cinema is the first true online exhibition venue for first-run independent films.  Gigantic Music is one of New York’s premiere recording facilities and a record label which recently released The Walkmen’s Billboard-charting “You & Me.” Gigantic Studios, a state of the art post-production facility, is slated to launch soon. Film producer and musician Brian Devine founded Gigantic in 1996 and is CEO of its companies.  

  

DAVID TUMBLETY (Director of Photography) 

David Tumblety has been the cinematographer on over twelve feature films. In the fall of 2006 the film Sweet Land was released theatrically and received much critical praise in addition to an Independent Spirit Award for Best First Feature. Brooklyn Lobster was released in theatres in 2005 after debuting at the Toronto International Film Festival. Gospel Hill, directed by Giancarlo Esposito, was released on DVD by Fox Searchlight in December 2008. 

  

David has also been the cinematographer on the feature films Bittersweet Place, Red Betsy, Hit and Runaway, and Chris Johnson’s The New Twenty.  Recently he completed production on the feature Today's Special. 

  

BETH MICKLE (Production Designer) 

Beth Mickle began her career as a production designer when she designed her first feature film Madness and Genius from director Ryan Eslinger in 2002.  The film's success brought several more features, including Half Nelson from director Ryan Fleck, which received a Best Actor Academy Award nomination for Ryan Gosling in 2006.  She returned to Journeyman Pictures to design Sugar, Ryan Fleck and Anna Boden's sophomore film, then teamed with Journeyman once again to design one of the most stylistic films of her career, Cold Souls from director Sophie Barthes, Beth has designed sixteen feature films as well as several commercials and television sets, and she was named Hollywood Reporter's "Next Generation Production Designer To Watch" in 2007.  Beth is represented by Paradigm Agency and currently lives in New York. 

  

CREDITS

CAST 

(in order of appearance)

	Marcus Washington
	ANTHONY MACKIE

	Iris Wilson 
	JAMARA GRIFFIN

	Sadiq Afif
	COLIN DIXON

	Francis Southerland
	SHANGO RICH

	Eloise Johnson
	NOVELLA NELSON

	Patricia Wilson
	KERRY WASHINGTON

	Carey Ford
	RON SIMONS

	Bostic Washington
	TARIQ TROTTER

	Auntie Lorraine
	DAMALI MASON

	Auntie Cecile
	JANN ELLIS

	Old Man Harrison
	THOMAS ROY

	Jimmy Dixon
	AMARI CHEATOM

	Frank Cherry
	BILL ZIELINSKI

	Partner
	CHRISTOPHER KADISH

	Dwayne “DoRight” Miller
	JAMIE HECTOR

	T.T.
	NAKIA DILLARD

	David Gordon
	WENDELL PIERCE

	Young Detective
	MATT RUSSELL
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