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SYNOPSIS

Fay Grim, a single Mom from Woodside, Queens, is afraid her 14 year old son, Ned, will grow up to be like his father, Henry, who has been missing for seven years.  Fay's brother Simon is serving ten years in prison for aiding in Henry's escape from the law. In the quiet of his cell, Simon has had time to think about the tumultuous years of Henry's presence among them--chronicled in Hal Hartley's earlier film HENRY FOOL (1998). He has come to suspect that Henry was not the man he appeared to be. His suspicions are validated when the CIA asks Fay to travel to Paris to retrieve Henry's property. Her mission turns into a sprawling con-game, pitching Fay deep into a world of international espionage.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

1998 was a very good year for Hal Hartley.  That May, his latest film, HENRY FOOL, enjoyed its world premiere in competition at the Cannes Film Festival, where Hartley was honored with the award for Best Screenplay.  When the film opened in theatres a month or so later, Janet Maslin, writing in the New York Times, declared that Hartley’s previous work “is absolutely no preparation for the brilliance and deep resonance of his HENRY FOOL” and predicted the film would “linger where it matters: in the hearts and minds of viewers receptive to its epic vision.”

And linger it did, becoming something of an American independent film classic and, now almost a decade later, spawning that rarest of events in the independent sphere: a sequel.  
“We jumped at the chance to be a part of FAY GRIM,” offer HDNet Films founders Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente, who financed the project.  “FAY GRIM was, and is, everything we are about: working with a great independent filmmaker and a smart script.  FAY GRIM tells us a lot about who we are as Americans, and how we relate to the new world we live in. It’s that rare film that is entertaining and funny and important all at the same time.”

*   *   *

Both HENRY FOOL and FAY GRIM take place in a world where literature is enormously powerful.  

In the first movie, Fay posts the first few verses of her brother’s epic poem on a brand-new thing called the Internet, at first triggering local outrage, then a publishing deal and ultimately a global sensation culminating with Simon Grim winning the Nobel Prize.  In FAY GRIM, Henry Fool’s “Confessions” – the handwritten scrawl of which take up several volumes of lined composition books – become the objects of desire, as they are said to contain encoded revelations that could bring down any number of Western governments, including that of the United States, France and Germany.  

Hartley keeps the new movie’s head in the same literary firmament he celebrated in the first.  But in the years since Henry Fool arrived on the scene and turned Woodside, Queens on its head, New York City, the United States of America and our standing in the world have all undergone radical changes, and somehow, quite astonishingly, Hartley has managed to thrust these characters and their narratives into our absolutely contemporary – and absolutely terrifying -- geopolitical circumstances.

“I was motivated to pull the characters in this direction – into an international espionage farce – because the world was feeling crazy, mixed-up, and very dangerous,” Hartley said recently. “As with HENRY FOOL, I wanted the on-going story of this family from Queens to provide the occasion for a wider consideration of the world as it is.”

And while FAY GRIM certainly reflects the current state of world affairs, current events didn’t actually motivate Hartley to make the new film.  Indeed, the director says he recently came across a note in his 1994 journal that said “Henry Fool, first of an indefinite series.” 

“It was interesting for me to find this,” Hartley says today, “because I really did forget this note to myself. The earliest reference to a sequel I remember was in 1996, when we were rehearsing HENRY FOOL and an updated version of the script was missing some scenes that Parker, James, and Tom were sad to see go. I tried to console them by saying those scenes would be in part seven. And from that time on there was always this running joke that HENRY FOOL was a kind of our local version of the STAR WARS epics.”

A producer of FAY GRIM, Michael S. Ryan, who has produced such independent classics as Todd Solondz’ PALINDROMES and Phil Morrison’s JUNEBUG, remembers first sitting down with Hartley at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival. 

“When I heard that Hal’s next film would be a sequel to HENRY FOOL, I was skeptical,” Ryan admitted recently.  “But when I learned that FAY GRIM would be about Parker’s character searching for Henry, I was intrigued.  Hal and I started to discuss how such a grand, expansive narrative could be done on a low budget.  Ten months later we were on our way to Europe.”

An executive producer on FAY GRIM, This is that’s Ted Hope, was involved with Hartley’s earliest films and has been a fan, supporter and collaborator ever since.

“HENRY FOOL was always my favorite Hal Hartley film that I did not produce,” Hope offers.  

“When Hal told me about the idea to continue it, I was smitten, and when he delivered to me that first 150 page script, I was initially taken back by the world travel and gun play and stunts -- especially when I considered the amount of money, or rather lack thereof, that I could raise.  

“But I had forgotten what it meant to work with Hal: the impossible was rendered doable,” Hope continues.  “We set a budget number that we thought achievable both for the market and the story.  I remembered that my friends, [HDNet Films’] Joana Vicente and Jason Kliot, understood and enjoyed Hal's unique brand of cinema almost as much as I did.  They were my first call and as it turned out the only one that I needed to make.  A day or two after submitting them the script, they told me they wanted to make it.  It wouldn't be another year or so until we were actually filming, but that initial green light came very fast.”

Indeed, Kliot and Vicente announced FAY GRIM at the 2005 Toronto International Film Festival, exactly one year ago.

Hartley was ready.  

“I’d called Parker in the early spring of 2002 and asked her if she would play Fay again,” Hartley said recently, “because I wasn’t going to bother to write it if she didn’t want to do it. But she said she wanted to, and I started writing in earnest.”

With Ted Hope on board and a green light from HDNet, Hartley pulled together the original cast.  

“It wasn’t so difficult,” he says today, “because we’d been talking about it for years.”

“I always knew Part Two would be centered on Fay,” he adds.

This meant that the character of Fay Grim would need to be updated from a1998 single working mother from Queens to a 2006 single working mother from Queens.  

Per Hartley: “Fay’s evolution was intended to be just about what anyone would imagine of a girl like her in that situation. She’s not terribly sophisticated, but she’s smart, and she’s brave. She was a hard partier and sexually adventuresome in her earlier years, but the day to day realities of being a mom and running a household claim her best instincts now. She probably has regrets, aspirations... she is still very curious.”

Just as the character of Fay Grim has evolved over the last eight years, so has the career of the actor who plays her.  In 1998, Parker Posey was an indie darling.  In 2006, she is a movie star.

 
“What I try to do here is let the age and further experience of life that the actors possess exist and use it,” Hartley comments.

He continues, “It wasn’t hard to imagine what everyone’s relationship to each would be like seven years later, at least not once I understood what Fay was like. And I never had any real doubts about that. Her son, Ned, is probably her best friend. They talk about everything and learn everything together. Even her brother, Simon, whom she is sincerely proud of, is hard to talk to.”

FAY GRIM reunites Posey with her HENRY FOOL co-stars James Urbaniak, Thomas Jay Ryan and Liam Aiken; in moving from Woodside, Queens to a more global canvas, Hartley had to populate the new film with a few new faces.


“It was relatively straightforward attracting Jeff Golblum and Saffron Burrows to the film,” says Hartley. 

“Jeff’s manager sent me a note saying he had gotten hold of the script, Jeff read it, loved it, and wanted to play Fulbright. Then he offered me tickets to go see Jeff on stage in New York in The Pillow Man. On my way to the theater to get the tickets, I met Jeff on 43rd Street on his way to work. We stood around for half an hour talking about movies and acting and his interest in Fulbright. It was clear he had been studying my films and he was totally tuned in to what I do with performers in terms of language and physical activity. So, when Parker and I saw the play a few hours later, it was like he was playing exclusively for us, which, in fact, he later said he was... Still, I could never have anticipated the colors Jeff would bring to the character.”

This larger global canvas not only brought new characters into the mix but also gave Hartley a chance to riff on how Americans are perceived – and how he perceives Americans – overseas. 

“Fay is intended to be the representative well-intentioned American who is, however, ill-informed,” Hartley offers with typical candor. “That was my aim. I like to think that what I do in my writing most of the time is to present characters in situations that force them to push aside abstractions like, for instance in this case, “patriotism,” “civilization” or “terrorism,” and witness things concretely, for what they actually are. Bebe being shot at the end has nothing to do with those big ideas – it is simply a woman being shot by accident.”

The home base for the production of FAY GRIM was Berlin, the city Hartley has called home since 2004.  From Berlin, the creative team traveled to shoot on location in Paris and Istanbul, with a few exterior shots picked up in New York City.  Production on FAY GRIM began in mid-January 2006 and was completed before the end of March.

FAY GRIM was a reunion of sorts for Hartley and German producer Martin Hagemann, who had served as line producer of Hartley’s 1995 feature FLIRT, part of which was shot in Berlin.  

“It was such a pleasure to work with him,” Hagemann recalled recently, “that I’d always hoped to be able to have a sequel to that experience. When Hal Hartley planned to move to Berlin, Mike Ryan wondered if we could shoot all of FAY GRIM film in Europe.  We did a location scout and discovered we could present a number of Berlin locations which could work as most of the New York locations the script called for.”

“When I was asked to produce FAY GRIM,” Hagemann continues, “I was thrilled to work with Hal again and have the opportunity to attract attention for Berlin as a truly independent production location.”


FAY GRIM is the first film Hartley has shot in High Definition.  

“Thus far, working in HD for me has been good. I have not seen the film projected yet, though. But it looks like 35mm film on the monitor and there is not all this terror about running out of stock. And you can do a good deal in the post to correct color you had not the time to deal with adequately on set.”



ABOUT THE CAST

PARKER POSEY – Fay Grim 

Parker Posey received an Independent Spirit Award nomination as Lead Actress for her work in Rebecca Miller's PERSONAL VELOCITY, as well as a Golden Globe nomination for her work opposite Shirley MacLaine in the CBS film "Hell on Heels: The Battle of Mary Kay."  Other films from her vast repertoire include Thom Fitzgerald's THE EVENT, Christopher Guest's WAITING FOR GUFFMAN, BEST IN SHOW and A MIGHTY WIND.

She has also appeared in THE SWEETEST THING, THE ANNIVERSARY PARTY, Wes Craven's SCREAM 3, Nora Ephron's YOU’RE GOT MAIL, Richard Linklater's SUBURBIA and DAZED AND CONFUSED, CLOCKWATCHERS and THE DAYTRIPPERS and Hal Hartley's AMATEUR, FLIRT and HENRY FOOL.

For her performance in THE HOUS OF YES, she received a Special Jury Prize at The Sundance Film Festival.  She most recently appeared in Warner Bros.' SUPERMAN RETURNS and opposite Danny DeVito in THE OH IN OHIO.  She will next be seen in Christopher Guest’s FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION, BROKEN ENGLISH directed by Zoe Cassavettes and SPRING BREAKDOWN

opposite Amy Poehler and Rachel Dratch.

On stage, Parker most recently starred off-Broadway in the acclaimed revival of "Hurlyburly," for which she received a Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Featured Actress and in Lanford Wilson's "Fifth of July" (a Lucille Lortel nomination for Lead Actress).  She also starred in the Los Angeles premiere of John Patrick Shanley's "Four Dogs and a Bone," directed by Lawrence Kasdan, and starred on Broadway opposite Matthew Broderick in Elaine May's "Taller Than A Dwarf."

JEFF GOLDBLUM – Fulbright 

A career spanning film, television, and theater, Jeff Goldblum is one of the most talented and respected actors of his generation. 

Goldblum returns to series television for the first time since 1980 (“Tenspeed and Brown Shoe”) as the lead in the NBC drama “Raines.” Goldblum plays an eccentric cop who is able to talk to dead victims, which helps him solve their cases. Last year, Goldblum garnered an Emmy nomination for his guest appearance on NBC’s “Will & Grace.”

Next year, Goldblum will begin production in Israel on the film ADAM RESURRECTED for director Paul Schrader. Goldblum will star as the title character of Adam, a stage performer who survives the concentration camps during the time of the Holocaust. The film takes place immediately following the fall of Nazi Germany.

Most recently, Goldblum starred with Illeana Douglas, Ed Begley Jr. and Moby in a film that he also produced, PITTSBURGH which premiered at The Tribeca Film Festival in April, 2006. 

Goldblum has also completed the feature film MAN OF THE YEAR, for Universal Studios starring opposite Robin Williams, Christopher Walken, Laura Linney due in theaters on October 13th.   

In 2005, Goldblum received critical praise for his return to Broadway, starring in Martin McDonagh’s “The Pillowman” with Billy Crudup, Zeliko Ivanek and Michael Stuhlberg. He received an Outer Critics Circle Award for his performance and was nominated for a Drama Desk and Drama League Award.  The play received a Drama Critics Award and was nominated for a Tony, Outer Critics Circle, Drama Desk and Drama League Award. 

In 2004, Goldblum starred in Wes Anderson’s THE LIFE ACQUATIC with Bill Murray, Anjelica Huston, Owen Wilson, Willem Dafoe and Cate Blanchett.  Also in 2004, Goldblum received critical attention starring opposite Anthony LaPaglia and Liev Schreiber in Showtime’s “Spinning Boris,” directed by Roger Spottiswoode (TOMORROW NEVER DIES).

In 2003, Goldblum starred in “War Stories,” a compelling two-hour television movie for NBC, about journalists risking their lives while covering conflicts in the Middle East.  

In 2002, Goldblum starred in MGM’s IGBY GOES DOWN, opposite Susan Sarandon, Ryan Philippe and Claire Danes.  The film was written and directed by Burr Steers, a former acting student of Goldblum’s at Playhouse West. 

Goldblum’s film career began at the age of seventeen, when he moved to New York City to study acting under Sanford Meisner at the Neighborhood Playhouse.  In less than a year, Joseph Papp cast him in the Broadway hit, “Two Gentlemen of Verona.”  Soon after, he had his first film audition and was cast as the terrifying rapist in DEATH WISH.  In contrast to that role, the very next week Robert Altman cast Goldblum as the twenty-year-old boy wonder in CALIFORNIA SPLIT, and asked him to play the mysterious biker/magician in NASHVILLE. 

Goldblum’s long list of film credits include roles in some of the highest grossing films of all time, including Steven Spielberg's worldwide box-office success, JURASSIC PARK and Roland Emmerich’s science fiction thriller, INDEPENDENCE DAY.  Other film credits include THE LOST WORLD:  JURASSIC PARK, HOLY MAN, THE PRINCE OF EGYPT, Chris Colombus' NINE MONTHS, Woody Allen's ANNIE HALL, Lawrence Kasdan’s THE BIG CHILL, SILVERADO, THE FLY, DEEP COVER, Paul Mazursky's NEXT STOP GREENWICH VILLAGE, REMEMBER MY NAME, THE RIGHT STUFF, THRESHOLD, BETWEEN THE LINES, INVASION OF THE BODYSNATCHERS, THE ADVENTURES OF BUCKAROO BONZAI, INTO THE NIGHT and THE TALL GUY.  On television, Goldblum starred in the Showtime original film "Lush Life" with Forest Whitaker and Kathy Baker.  

Aside from acting, Goldblum was nominated for an Academy Award for directing the live action short film, "Little Surprises." He served on the jury of The 1999 Cannes Film Festival and 
occasionally plays piano with Peter Weller on trumpet in their live-performing jazz band, The Mildred Snitzer Orchestra.

Goldblum resides in Los Angeles.

SAFFRON BURROWS – Juliet

Saffron Burrows began studying acting as a child in youth theatre before making her major film debut in Jim Sheridan’s IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, starring Daniel Day-Lewis.  She came to the attention of international audiences with her second role, as an Irish girl seduced by a morally suspect Englishman (Colin Firth) in CIRCLE OF FRIENDS, starring Minnie Drive and Chris O’Donnell.  

Burrows’ film work ranges from art-house dramas such as MISS JULIE and TIMECODE to DEEP BLUE SEA, GANGSTER #1, ENIGMA, the box office hit TROY with Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom and the critically acclaimed FRIDA with Salma Hayek.  

Burrows’ upcoming projects include Glenn Standring’s PERFECT CREATURE, Mahesh Mathai’s THE THREAD and the feature film MISS MARPLE.
LIAM AIKEN – Ned Grim

Nine years after making his feature film debut in HENRY FOOL, Liam Aiken had an amazing experience reteaming with Hal Hartly and the the entire cast for FAY GRIM.  At just 16 years old, Liam is already a familiar face to film audiences.  He was last seen as Klaus Baudelaire in LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS, where he starred opposite Meryl Streep and Jim Carrey.  He was nomiated for a Critic’s Choice Award for Best Young Actor for his performance. He played Owen in GOOD BOY!, directed by John Hoffman, and Sam Mendes directed him in THE ROAD TO PERDITION.  He starred with Charlize Theron and Keanu Reeves in SWEET NOVEMBER, and played Kim Basinger’s son in I DREAMED OF AFRICA. Liam co-starred in Chis Columbus’ STEPMOM with Julia Roberts, Susan Sarandon, and Ed Harris.  His film MONTANA was unveiled at the 1998 Sundance Film Festival, and he appeared with Jennifer Aniston and Paul Rudd in THE OBJECT OF MY AFFECTION.  His television credits include guest starring roles on “Law & Order,” and “Law & Order: Criminal Intent.”  He also appeared on Broadway in the 1996 Broadway revival of Henrik Ibsen's “A Doll's House”.

Liam is about to begin his junior year of high school, where he is a sprinter on the track team.  He does volunteer work at the Hole in the Wall Camps.  Liam enjoys playing the guitar and the drums.  In addition to playing, he designs and builds his own guitars, which he uses to play with his band, Saint Levi.  He has very diverse taste in music, and spends time listening to bands such as Green Day, Slipnot, Rufus Wainright, and T-Rex.  

ELINA LÖWENSOHN (Bebe) 
Elina Löwensohn is a long-time Hal Hartley collaborator, having made her film debut in his 1991 short film “Theory of Achievement.”  She has since appeared in several of Hartley’s subsequent films, notably SIMPLE MEN, AMATEUR and FLIRT.  

Löwensohn recently appeared in Walter Salles’ DARK WATER.  Her other film credits include Cedric Khan’s KURT, Julian Schnabel’s BASQUIAT and the modern classic SCHINDLER’S LIST, directed by Steven Spielberg.      

Löwensohn has also acted extensively in French-language films, television and theatre.

LEO FITZPATRICK – Carl Fogg

reunites with Hal Hartley for FAY GRIM, after appearing in Hartley’s recent film THE GIRL FROM MONDAY.  Fitzpatrick has worked with several of independent film’s most lauded directors, most notably as Telly in Larry Clark’s KIDS.  He went on to appear in Clark’s subsequent films ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE and BULLY.  Fitzpatrick also played supporting parts in the indie hits PERSONAL VELOCITY, directed by Rebecca Miller and Todd Solondz’s STORYTELLING.  

Fitzpatrick has also worked on several hit TV shows, including recurring roles on HBO’s “Carnival” and “The Wire.”  He also appeared as a guest star on “Law & Order:  Criminal Intent” and “The Practice.”
CHUCK MONTGOMERY -- Angus James 
FAY GRIM is the third of Hal Hartley’s films that Chuck Montgomery has appeared in.  Hartley also cast Montgomery in its prequel, HENRY FOOL, after working with him on AMATEUR.  Montgomery’s other film credits include appearances in the studio hits MONA LISA SMILE and STEPMOM. 

In television, Montgomery has appeared on several popular TV series, notably “The Sopranos,” all three “Law & Order” series and “Third Watch.”  Montgomery has numerous stage credits to his name, including productions with The Public Theater.

THOMAS JAY RYAN – Henry Fool

Thomas Jay Ryan reprises his role as the title character of the Hal Hartley’s 1997 film HENRY FOOL.  FAY GRIM marks Ryan’s third appearance in Hartley’s films, the second being his role as Satan in the director’s THE BOOK OF LIFE.  Ryan has also appeared several other high-profile independent films, notably Craig Lucas’ THE DYING GAUL and Michele Gondry’s ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND.  He will soon be seen in Mary Lambert’s thriller THE ATTIC.

On television, Ryan played the role of Edgar Degas in the HBO original films “An American Impressionist” and “Degas and the Dancer.” 

A graduate of Carnegie Mellon University’s theatre school, Ryan is also an accomplished stage actor with numerous theatre credits to his name.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

HAL HARTLEY – Director / Writer

FAY GRIM is Hal Hartley’s tenth feature film. His first, THE UNBELIEVABLE TRUTH, was released internationally in 1990 after premiering at the Toronto Film Festival the previous year. He has won awards at the Sundance Film Festival for his film TRUST in 1991, the Cannes Film Festival for HENRY FOOL in 1998, and the Tokyo International Film Festival for AMATEUR in 1994. 

There have been numerous retrospectives of his work, most recently in Spain’s Festival Internacional de Cine de Gijon in 2003 which was commemorated with the publication of Las variaciones Hartley by critic Sergi Sanchez. 

Hartley is an alumni of the American Academy in Berlin. He was a visiting lecturer at Harvard University teaching filmmaking from 2001 till 2004. He is a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des lettres of the Republic of France.

His other films include: SIMPLE MEN (Official Selection at Cannes in 1992), FLIRT (1993-1995), THE BOOK OF LIFE, (1998), NO SUCH THING (2001), THE GIRL FROM MONDAY (2005), winner of the “Premi Noves Visions” award at the Sitges Festival, Spain. 

He lives in Berlin.
MICHAEL S. RYAN – Producer

Michael S. Ryan is a New York City based producer who has been working in film production for 15 years.  Mike has produced Todd Solondz’s PALINDROMES and Phil Morrison’s JUNEBUG.  Mike has also line Produced Ira Sachs’ 40 SHADES OF BLUE, and executive produced Kelly Reichart’s OLD JOY.  He is currently wrapping production on LIBERTY KID, directed by Ilya Cheiken.

Mike has several screenplays in development and will be producing Todd Solondz's new project in 2007.

MARTIN HAGEMANN – Producer and Managing Director "zero fiction film GmbH"
From 1990 until 2005 Martin Hagemann worked together with Thomas Kufus in their independent production company zero film in Berlin. They produced numerous fiction and documentary films for theatrical distribution and for TV, among them "Black Box Germany" by Andrés Veiel, which in 2002 won the German and European Awards for Best Documentary; several films by Aleksandr Sokurov that were in competition in Berlin and Cannes; and "Creep,” a horror movie directed by Christopher Smith and starring Franka Potente. 

Since 2000 zero film developed and produced several innovative documentary formats for TV, among them highly successful living history series like "Black Forest House.”

In 2003 zero film received the German Producer's Award of the Cologne Conference. Martin Hagemann is a member of the European producer's network ACE. Since 2001 he teaches at the film schools in Ludwigsburg and Berlin. He serves on the jury of the Austrian Filminstitute and on the jury of the FFA, Berlin, deciding on public funding for Austrian and German productions.

In 2006 zero film was divided into two companies, each owned by one of the

former partners. Since then Martin Hagemann is Producer and Managing

Director of zero fiction film in Berlin and its daughter company zero west in Cologne.

JASON KLIOT and JOANA VICENTE — Producers
Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente are co-presidents of Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban’s HDNet Films.  Kliot and Vicente have a proven track record for producing visionary films by both auteur directors and talented newcomers that are both critically acclaimed and commercially successful.  With HDNet Films they have produced the documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, directed by Alex Gibney, which was among the top 15 highest-grossing nonfiction films of all time and received an Academy® Award nomination for Best Documentary Feature.


Prior to their involvement in HDNet Films, Kliot and Vicente ran their own digital production company Blow Up Pictures.  The company was the first of its kind, and their run of successful low budget digital features paved the way for a new form of independent filmmaking.  The films produced under the banner are: LOVELY AND AMAZING, directed by Nicole Holofcener and starring Brenda Blethyn, Catherine Keener and Jake Gyllenhaal, which was distributed by Lions Gate Films; Miguel Arteta’s CHUCK & BUCK, released by Artisan Entertainment; Dan Minahan’s SERIES 7, release by USA Films; and LOVE IN THE TIME OF MONEY, a ThinkFilm release. These films premiered respectively at the 2000, 2001 and 2002 Sundance Film Festivals.

Kliot and Vicente executive produced THE ASSASSINATION OF RICHARD NIXON, starring Sean Penn, Naomi Watts and Don Cheadle, which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2004 and sold to Think Film for its winter 2004 release.
 
Kliot and Vicente also produced the spring 2004 release, COFFEE AND CIGARETTES, which was directed by Jim Jarmusch and stars Bill Murray, Cate Blanchett, Roberto Begnini, Steve Coogan, Alfred Molina, The Wu Tang Clan, The White Stripes, Steven Wright, Iggy Pop and Tom Waits and sold to UA at the 2003 Toronto Film Festival.
 
Prior to that they produced THE GUYS, directed by Jim Simpson and starring Sigourney Weaver and Anthony LaPaglia, which premiered in the fall of 2002 at the Toronto Film Festival, where it was sold to Focus Features.  The film premiered domestically in April 2003.

Other significant highlights include THREE SEASONS, starring Harvey Keitel and directed by first time director Tony Bui, which was the first US film to shoot in Vietnam since the war.  The film went on to sweep an unprecedented top three prizes at the Sundance Film Festival—the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and the Best Cinematography Award—and was one of 
the highest grossing foreign films of 1999.  They also produced DOWN TO YOU, which was the debut feature of writer and director Kris Isacsson and stars Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia Stiles, Selma Blair, Shawn Hatosy and Zak Orth.  The film opened at number one in the box office in 1999 and was distributed by Miramax Films.  Kliot and Vicente also worked on WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE, which was the first feature by acclaimed director Todd Solondz (HAPPINESS, STORYTELLING).  The film won the Grand Jury Award at the Sundance Film Festival and was distributed by Sony Pictures Classics.


HDNet Films recent releases include:  BUBBLE, the first of the Soderbergh films, opened in January 2006; ONE LAST THING…, starring Cynthia Nixon and Michael Angarano screened at the Toronto and Tribeca Film Festivals and opened in the spring of 2006; HERBIE HANCOCK: POSSIBILITIES, a documentary about the making of Hancock’s album of the same title, was released in the fall of 2005.

HDNet Films is currently in post-production on QUID PRO QUO, starring Vera Farmiga, Nick Stahl and Aimee Mullins;  BROKEN ENGLISH, directed by Zoë Cassavetes and starring Gena Rowlands, Drea de Matteo, Parker Posey and Melvil Poupaud;  MR. UNTOUCHABLE, a documentary about 70s Harlem drug dealer Nicky Barnes, directed by Marc Levin and produced by Alex Gibney;  HUNTER, directed by Alex Gibney (“Enron”), is about the life and death of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson; and SURFWISE (working title), which is about the legendary Malibu surfer Dorian “Doc” Paskowitz who introduced the sport to Israel in the 60s, is directed by Doug Pray (“Hype,” “Scratch”). HUNTER and SURFWISE are co-produced by Vanity Fair editor Graydon Carter.

Upcoming releases include: THE ARCHITECT, directed by Matt Tauber and starring Isabella Rossellini, Anthony LaPaglia and Viola Davis, opens December 1st, 2006; and DIGGERS, directed by Katherine Dieckmann and starring Paul Rudd, Maura Tierney, Ron Eldard, Lauren Ambrose, Ken Marino, Josh Hamilton and Sarah Paulson, will open in the spring of 2007.  DIGGERS will screen at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival. 

Through their independent production company Open City Films, Kliot and Vicente are also the producers of AWAKE, written and directed by Joby Harold and starring Hayden Christensen, Jessica Alba, Lena Olin and Terrence Howard. The Weinstein Company will distribute. 
TED HOPE – Executive Producer

Ted Hope, together with partners Anthony Bregman and Anne Carey, is the founder of New York production company This is that. Ted previously founded and co-ran the production and sales company Good Machine, which he and his partners sold to Universal in 2002. This is that partnership specializes in groundbreaking work of unique content and innovative storytelling.  This is that’s first release, 21 Grams, received two Academy Award nominations and five BAFTA nominations.  The company’s next release, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind won an oscar for best screenplay. 2006 will be This is that’s busiest year to date, with six films lensing.    
Ted is currently producing the Oscar-winning writer, Alan Ball’s feature film directorial debut.  The untitled film will lens in Los Angeles in September and stars Aaron Eckhart, Toni Collette, and Maria Bello.  This film will be Hope’s 15th production of a first time feature film director.  In addition to Ball, Hope has produced the first films of Ang Lee, Hal Hartley, Nicole Holofcener, Todd Field, Moises Kaufman, and Bob Pulcini and Shari Berman among others.

 Hope’s third collaboration with Nicole Holofcener, Friends with Money, was the opening night selection at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival.  Prior collaborations with Holofcener include Walking and Talking and Lovely & Amazing, which received six Spirit Award nominations (2003).  Sony Pictures Classics released Friends with Money in theaters April 2006. 

Ted also recently executive produced two other notable Sundance selections.  Julian Goldberger’s adaptation of Harry Crews’ novel The Hawk is Dying starring Paul Giamatti, Michael Pitt and Michelle Williams, was Hope’s twentieth Sundance selection, and will screen in Directors Fortnight at Cannes 2006.  Hope also executive produced Jeff Feuerzeig’s The Devil & Daniel Johnston, which won Sundance’s Best Director in 2005.  Sony Pictures Classics launched The Devil and Daniel Johnston in March 2006.

Hope currently has two of his productions in post-production.  Fast Track stars Zach Braff, Amanda Peet, Jason Bateman, Charles Grodin and Mia Farrow and is directed by Jesse Peretz.  The Weinstein Co will distribute the film in early 2007.  The Savages stars Laura Linney and Philip Seymour Hoffman and is  directed by Tamara Jenkins.  Fox Searchlight will release in 2007.
Ted has three Sundance Grand Jury Prize winners to his credit; American Splendor (2003)(, The Brothers McMullen (1995) and) What Happened Was… (1994).  American Splendor also won the FIPRESCI Award at the 2003 Cannes Film Festival, the Critics prize at the 2003 Deauville Film Festival and was nominated for 5 Independent Spirit Awards and one Academy Award.

Hope also executive produced In the Bedroom, which earned five Academy Award nominations in 2002 for Best Picture, Actress, Actor, Supporting Actress, and Adapted Screenplay.  In addition, he received five Emmy nominations for The Laramie Project (2001).  Hope also produced the Cannes Critics' Prize-winning Happiness (1998), which Hope and his partners at Good Machine released themselves when its distributor dropped the film. 

Hope has produced, with James Schamus, all of Ang Lee's early films including Ride With The Devil, The Ice Storm, Pushing Hands, the Academy Award nominated The Wedding Banquet and Eat Drink Man Woman. 

Hope got his start as a producer from his collaborations with Hal Hartley; together they made eight films in all, including Amateur, Simple Men and Trust.

TODD WAGNER – Executive Producer

CEO of 2929 Entertainment and founder of the Todd Wagner Foundation, Todd Wagner began his ascension in the business world in 1995 as co-founder and CEO of Broadcast.com, the 
leading destination for audio and video programming on the Web. After taking the company public in an IPO that made history as one of the largest opening-day gains at the time, and then selling it to Yahoo! for $5.7 billion in 1999, Wagner initially led the division as Yahoo! Broadcast before venturing into the entertainment world, where he has coupled his entrepreneurial skills and digital technology expertise with a passion for the movie business.  

Through 2929 Productions, the production division of 2929 Entertainment, Wagner has led the charge to bring meaningful and inspirational stories to audiences.  He executive produced the critically acclaimed drama AKEELAH AND THE BEE, starring Laurence Fishburne, Angela Bassett and Keke Palmer, and GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK, the period drama directed by and co-starring George Clooney which earned a half-dozen Academy Award nominations including Best Picture. 

The consummate serial entrepreneur, Wagner, alongside partner Mark Cuban, owns and manages an array of other entertainment properties including HDNet Films, which produced the Oscar-nominated documentary ENRON:  THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM; distributor Magnolia Pictures, which has released ENRON and THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN, starring Anthony Hopkins; home video division Magnolia Home Entertainment; the Landmark Theatres art-house chain; and high-definition cable channels HDNet and HDNet Movies.  On behalf of HDNet Films, Wagner negotiated a deal with Oscar-winning director Steven Soderbergh to make six movies that are being released “day-and-date” across theatrical, television and home video platforms, an innovative distribution strategy allowing consumers to choose how, when and where they wish to see a film.  The first was BUBBLE, a murder mystery set in Ohio that cast non-actors in its key roles.

Wagner also owns minority stakes in Lions Gate Entertainment and The Weinstein Company, and most recently invested in Canadian film and television company Peace Arch Entertainment.  Additionally, he is a founder and co-chairman of Content Partners LLC, a company that invests in the back-end profit participations of Hollywood talent.

The Todd Wagner Foundation, established in 2000, has developed several programs dedicated to improving the lives of at-risk children and inner-city entrepreneurs by increasing access to technology, education and capital.  They include After-School All-Stars, which offers year-round technology, academic, sports and cultural programs for inner-city children; MIRACLES, a structured after-school program focusing on technology, education and life skills for children grades 6-12 in nine cities across the U.S.; and The Minority Technology Fund, which provides funding and resources to minority-owned, technology-focused businesses in Dallas.  The Foundation has also provided funding to bring a KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program) charter school to Dallas.

Wagner, who also serves on the board of trustees of the American Film Institute and the Tribeca Film Institute, is a frequent speaker at business, technology and entertainment conferences.  Among numerous awards and honors, he is the recipient of the national First Star Visionary Award, Dallas CASA Champion of Children Award, Dallas Film Festival Trailblazer Award and national Kappa Sigma Man of the Year award.

MARK CUBAN – Executive Producer

Mark Cuban is co-founder, Chairman and president of HDNet, which operates two 24/7 cable networks, HDNet and HDNet Movies.  HDNet, launched in 2001, features exciting and topical news, sports, music and entertainment programming, including up to 20 hours of original features each week, all produced in the highest quality 1080i HD – more original high-definition programming than any other network.  News and entertainment includes original series “HDNet World Report”, “Deadline!”, “Face 2 Face with Roy Firestone”, “HDNet Concert Series”, and “True Music”, as well as the acclaimed Warner Bros. series “Smallville.” Live sports productions include NASCAR auto racing, NHL and MLS games.

Cuban is also the owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks and co-owner with Todd Wagner of 2929 Entertainment, a company that owns a film and television library, two movie production companies, a film distribution company, and the Landmark art-house theater chain.  

Cuban co-founded Internet broadcasting service Broadcast.com in 1995 and sold the company for $5.7 billion to Yahoo! in 1999.  Prior to Broadcast.com Cuban co-founded a computer consulting firm MicroSolutions and sold it to Compuserve.

SARAH CAWLEY – Director of Photography 

FAY GRIM is Sarah Cawley’s second collaboration with Hal Hartley, having served as DP on his previous film THE GIRL FROM MONDAY.  Her other film credits include Richard Shepard’s films OXYGEN and MEXICO CITY and MERCY, as well as Graham Theakston’s MONEY KINGS.  

Cawley has also worked on feature documentaries, including WAL-MART:  THE HIGH COST OF A LOW PRICE, THREE OF HEARTS:  A POSTMODERN FAMILY, THE KING OF THE SUNSET STRIP, LIVING PROOF and SCRATCH THE SURFACE.  She has worked extensively in television, on various projects ranging from ESPN and NBC’s coverage of the Olympics to “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy,” and has many commercial credits to her name.

KYLE GILMAN – Assistant Editor

Kyle Gilman was minding his own business at Harvard University when Hal Hartley breezed into town. 5 years later, he has worked as Hartley’s teaching assistant, script supervisor, sales agent, distributor, webmaster, producer, and assistant editor. 

He is now a freelance editor and filmmaker in New York City. His short films inlcude "Camera Noise," "The Epic Tale of Kalesius and Clotho" and "Two Night Stand."
RICHARD SYLVARNES – Production Designer

Richard Sylvarnes is an artist whose work has been shown at national and international venues. His second feature length experimental film H.C.E. was completed earlier this year and premiered as an official selection at this year's Tribeca Film Festival. 

His first feature length film THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWNING premiered at the inaugural Tribeca Film Festival in 2002 continuing on in festivals throughout Asia and Europe and was 
released by Possible Films in 2004. His shorter work includes "Landscape After The Battle," which was commissioned by Matador Records for the band Interpol and "Siberia" for designer Miho Miho. 

In the fall of 2004 "Vox Populi" a dance video created with choreographer David Neumann premiered at the Thessaloniki Film Festival in Greece and Dances Camera West in LA. Recently he collaborated with artist John Torreano on the video "Dancing Man" which also premiered at the Thessaloniki Film Festival. 

For the past ten years Sylvarnes has worked closely with Hal Hartley in a number of capacities including Production Designer, Cinematographer, Art Director, Editor, and Photographer. 

In 2001 he formed the band Sylvarluxe, initially to create sound and music for his films but expanded to make music in its own right. Sylvarluxe completed its first record "Viva" in 2005, released on Skrymir Records. Sylvarluxe's second record is the soundtrack to "H.C.E." and was released in April of 2006. Sylvarnes studied at the Rochester Institute of Technology, Berklee College of Music, New York University, and the School of Visual Arts. He has been a guest Lecturer at Harvard University.
About HDNET FILMS

Headed by Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente, HDNet Films’ mandate is to develop, finance and produce a slate of feature films to be shot in High Definition.  HDNet Films productions are intended for simultaneous release through various media holdings owned by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban, with theatrical and home video distribution through Magnolia Pictures, theatrical exhibition through Landmark Theatres among others, and day-and-date television premieres on the HDNet Movies network.

The first HDNet Films production to hit the market, Alex Gibney’s ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, landed among the top 15 highest-grossing nonfiction films of all time and received an Academy® Award nomination for Best Documentary Feature.

HDNet Films is currently in postproduction on QUID PRO QUO, starring Vera Farmiga, Nick Stahl and Aimee Mullins;  BROKEN ENGLISH, directed by Zoë Cassavetes and starring Gena Rowlands, Drea de Matteo, Parker Posey and Melvil Poupaud;  MR. UNTOUCHABLE, a documentary about 70s Harlem drug dealer Nicky Barnes, directed by Marc Levin and produced by Alex Gibney;  HUNTER, directed by Alex Gibney (“Enron”), about the life and death of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson; and SURFWISE (working title), about the legendary Malibu surfer Dorian “Doc” Paskowitz, who introduced the sport to Israel in the 60’s; Doug Pray (“Hype,” “Scratch”) directs. HUNTER and SURFWISE are co-produced by Vanity Fair editor Graydon Carter.

Upcoming releases include: THE ARCHITECT, directed by Matt Tauber and starring Isabella Rossellini, Anthony LaPaglia and Viola Davis, will open December 1st, 2006; and DIGGERS, directed by Katherine Dieckmann and starring Paul Rudd, Maura Tierney, Ron Eldard, Lauren 
Ambrose, Ken Marino, Josh Hamilton and Sarah Paulson, will open in the spring of 2007.  DIGGERS will screen at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival. 

HDNet Films has partnered with Oscar winner Steven Soderbergh to direct six high-definition films that are being released “day-and-date” across theatrical, television and home video platforms, an innovative distribution strategy allowing consumers to choose how, when and where they wish to see a film.  The first was BUBBLE, a murder mystery set in Ohio that cast non-actors in its key roles. 

HDNet Films is part of a vertically-integrated group of media properties co-owned by Wagner and Cuban that also includes production company 2929 Productions (GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK, AKEELAH AND THE BEE), theatrical and home video distributor Magnolia Pictures, the Landmark Theatres art-house chain, and high-definition cable channels HDNet and HDNet Movies.

About This is that

This is that was formed in the summer of 2002 by former Good Machine producers Ted Hope, Anthony Bregman and Anne Carey.  Good Machine's former VP of Business Affairs, Diana Victor, also joined.  This is that is a creatively autonomous and talent-focused film production company, based in New York.

The company has had an impressively busy and productive year with six films lensing.  Currently in pre-production in Los Angeles is The Untitled Alan Ball Project, while currently shooting in New Mexico is Paramount Vantage’s Carriers. 

This is that is currently in post-production on four films.  Fast Track was written by David Guion & Michael Handelman, directed by Jesse Peretz and stars Zach Braff, Amanda Peet, Jason Bateman, Charles Grodin and Mia Farrow.  The Savages was written and directed by Tamara Jenkins and stars Philip Seymour Hoffman and Laura Linney. Trainwreck: My Life as an Idoit was written and directed by Tod Harrison Williams and stars Seann William Scott and Gretchen Mol. The Sleep Dealer is a Spanish-language science-fiction romance from writer-director Alex Rivera.

This is that just released Nicole Holofcener’s latest feature, Friends with Money, starring Jennifer Aniston, Catherine Keener, Frances McDormand and Joan Cusack.  The film is distributed by Sony Pictures Classics and was the opening night selection at Sundance 2006.

This is that also produced Mike Mills’ Thumbsucker starring Lou Taylor Pucci, Tilda Swinton, Vincent D’Onofrio, Keanu Reeves, Benjamin Bratt and Vince Vaughn, which premiered at the 2005 Sundance film festival and the 2005 Berlin International Film Festival.  Lou Taylor Pucci was awarded both the Sundance and the Berlin Special Jury Prize for his performance.  Sony Pictures Classics distributed the film in September 2005.

Another This is that production in competition at Sundance 2005 was Jeff Feuerzeig’s documentary about the legendary musician, The Devil & Daniel Johnston, which won Best 
Director for a documentary at the festival and was released by Sony Pictures Classics in the Spring of 2006.

Other films include 21 Grams by Alejandro Gonzalez-Inaritu starring Sean Penn, Naomi Watts and Benicio Del Toro; Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind written by Charlie Kaufman, directed by Michel Gondry, and starring Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Kirsten Dunst, Mark Ruffalo and Elijah Wood; The Door In The Floor, based on a novel by John Irving, written for the screen and directed by Tod Williams, and starring Jeff Bridges and Kim Basinger; and John Waters’ A Dirty Shame, produced along with Killer Films and City Lights Pictures, starring Selma Blair, Johnny Knoxville and Tracy Ullman.  Ted Hope also produced, in addition to all of his prior work with Good Machine, the Sundance 2003 award-winning film American Splendor, written and directed by Shari Berman and Bob Pulcini.

This is that is currently developing unique material with several great writers and innovative directors, including Alison Maclean, Jeff Stockwell, Andrew Adamson, Raoul Peck, Russell Banks, Laura Harrington, Jeffrey Hatcher, Tod ‘Kip’ Williams, Greg Mottola, Brett Vapnek, Eric Mendelsohn, Nick Gomez, Bob Pulcini and Shari Berman.

About MAGNOLIA PICTURES

Magnolia Pictures, an independent distributor, recently released Pierre Morel’s DISTRICT B13, Roger Donaldson’s THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN with Anthony Hopkins, Alex Gibney’s Academy Award-nominated documentary ENRON:  THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, and also mounted the multi-platform release of Steven Soderbergh’s BUBBLE.  Upcoming films include Bong Joon-ho’s THE HOST, and Christopher Smith’s SEVERANCE. Magnolia Pictures is part of a vertically-integrated group of media properties co-owned by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban that also includes the Landmark Theatres chain, production companies HDNet Films and 2929 Productions, and high-definition cable networks HDNet and HDNet Movies.
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