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SYNOPSIS

Bride-to-be Claire, her sister Leslie, fun-loving Zoe, and quirky new friend Janet set off to Las Vegas for a one-night bachelorette party that turns out to be more than they bargained for. A series of unexpected adventures including, getting kicked out of a strip club, being mugged and getting pummeled by the Las Vegas’ reigning gelatin-wrestling champion, Veronica, rip them from the glitz and glamour of the Las Vegas strip and places them smack dab in Vegas’ seedy underbelly. Determined to keep their bachelorette party dreams alive, the girls band together and embark on the wildest night in bachelorette party history. Fueled by sex and booze, this raunchy, riotously hilarious, out-of-control, blow-out is, for better or worse, all caught on tape. And is destined to go down as the BEST NIGHT EVER.
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 
BEST NIGHT EVER was shot on location in Los Angeles, Palm Springs and Las Vegas over three weeks in July and August of 2012. Written and Directed by Aaron Seltzer & Jason Friedberg, the team behind such spoofs as Meet The Spartans, Date Movie and Vampires Suck, BEST NIGHT EVER offered a departure from their usual fare. Though the Vegas locale and general scenario drew common comparisons to films like The Hangover series, Bridesmaids and Bachelorette, the filmmakers sought out to create an original fictional film, and given the low budget and experimental shooting style, one that Friedberg and Seltzer could really have fun with. 

Shooting BEST NIGHT EVER was like being on tour with your favorite rock n' roll band. We steam-rolled through our shoot the way AC/DC stream-rolls through an awesome set. There was action and comedy and excitement each day of the shoot. In a lot of ways the shoot reflected the story of the movie, it didn't matter if things went wrong we were determined to do what we had to do to get it shot and have a fun time doing it. The shoot took us everywhere, from a seedy hotel in the shadows of Los Angeles, to 90° nights in Palm Springs, to the always nostalgic Downtown Strip in Las Vegas. 

Joined by frequent collaborators in DP Shawn Maurer (Date Movie, Meet The Spartans, Black Dynamite) and Production Designer Bill Elliott (Super, Scary Movie 3, Disaster Movie), Friedberg and Seltzer leapt into pre-production in May of 2012. The film was to be shot “found footage” style – as rough and raw as a night-out-gone-wrong in Vegas could be. 
BEST NIGHT EVER follows the story of four girls and their quest to find some form of debauchery in Las Vegas before one of their number (Claire) gets married. After their rather unceremonious arrival, hijinks do indeed ensue, leaving the audience to conclude that in BEST NIGHT EVER, the hangover was definitely the easy part. 

The four girls, played by Desiree Hall (Claire), Samantha Colburn (Leslie), Eddie Ritchard (Zoe), and Crista Flanagan (Janet), do their very best to have a good time in Las Vegas. When a malfunctioning credit card keeps them out of Caesar’s Palace, the group checks into a less than desirable motel many miles from the heat of the strip. It’s the sort of place where you’d want to check the linens with your iPhone blacklight app, then regret that it was invented in the first place. The girls were fantastic. They brought the characters of Claire, Leslie, Zoe and Janet to life. They really made us feel that these girls had been through a lot together in their lives and would stick together through the misadventures of a Las Vegas bachelorette party.

Undaunted by their situation, the girls head out to a male strip club and are promptly removed, get robbed, engage in underground Jello-wrestling, and for all intents and purposes, go on a quite ridiculous bender the likes of which audiences have never seen before. 
Going into full prep in June of 2012, the filmmakers were faced with several challenges. The main portion of the film would shoot in Los Angeles with several days of pick-ups in Palm Springs at a casino and in Las Vegas at hotels and the strip. The back streets of North Hollywood and Sherman Oaks were chosen to double for Las Vegas off the strip. A prominent Indian Casino in Palm Springs was used to double Caesar’s Palace. It also served as a suitable setting for an unforgettable confrontation later in the film involving the four girls, a very skinny, very naked man and a very large and also very naked woman. It isn’t often that one asks an establishment permission to clear several floors of patrons in order to stage a series of naked people chasing fifty extras down a corridor, but this occurred several times in BEST NIGHT EVER. 

To handle the day-to-day slings and arrows of production on the film, Friedberg & Seltzer partnered with longtime collaborator and veteran Producer Peter Safran (The Conjuring, Hours, Scary Movie) as well as micro-budget mogul Jason Blum (Paranormal Activity, Insidious, The Purge.) Joining them on the producing front were Co-Producer Dan Clifton (ATM, The Den, Hours) and Associate Producer Kenny Yates.
Jason and Aaron were excited to shoot a no-holds barred R-rated comedy and their excitement was contagious for the crew. Everyone was really excited to be working on this film. We really felt the passion for the project and did everything we could to focus our energies on making it the best we could and we really think that shines on the screen.

Lensed by veteran Shawn Maurer, BEST NIGHT EVER was shot on a variety of prosumer and professional cameras including the Canon AX10, Panasonic GH2, GoPro system and Sony EX3. All brought a distinct style to the project. Grounded firmly in “found footage” world, the filmmakers were able to smuggle, strategically place and hide different cameras in and around the person of each of the main cast, having them operate the camera themselves much of the time. During the sequence where the girls travel on the highline on Fremont Street in Las Vegas, each actress is carrying and “operating” a GoPro Hero 2 hacked to shoot at a specific frame rate. 

Seasoned cutter Peck Prior, whose credits include Bridesmaids, several of the Friedberg & Seltzer spoof series (Epic Movie, Disaster Movie) as well as comedy classic Uncle Buck, carried out the edit. For as many one shot takes or scenes in Best Night Ever, there are infinitely more that have been crazily compiled from a myriad of different shots and angles as our leads bumble from one disaster to another. Often times, Peck had to maintain the natural feel and flow of the footage while still managing to hide additional crew lurking just around the corner. Shooting in real locations and in tight corners forced the post team to be creative, striking a balance between home video shot on a real iPhone and a project with more of a narrative base. 

When watching the film, look for a specific sequence that takes place in the old downtown portion of Las Vegas. Shot towards the tail end of the 16-day shoot, these last few days in Vegas capture the truly insane atmosphere that was going on at the time, as well as many of the crewmembers that were working on the film. The girls are challenged (self-challenged, really) to a scavenger hunt of sorts in which they parade around for the better part of ten minutes collecting strange things and acting out inane pranks. Spontaneous and crazy, the sequence involves much of the crew that was still on hand at that point in the shoot, several celebrity look-alikes and many passersby on Fremont Street. Watch this sequence closely and a microcosm of the entire shoot is revealed, leaving you to ask how many of these events were staged and how many just simply happened that way. 

ABOUT THE CAST
CRISTA FLANAGAN - Janet
Often described as “dry” or “dark,” Crista Flanagan lives in Los Angeles where she works as an actress and writer.
Many television viewers know Flanagan from her series regular work on FOX’s MADtv.  She also recurred as Lois Sadler on the highly-acclaimed AMC series MAD MEN.  She is recurring on HBO's HELLO LADIES and ABC's TROPHY WIFE and has guest starred on series such as TWO BROKE GIRLS, LAST MAN STANDING,  COUGARTOWN, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, E.R., THE PRACTICE and CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM.  She has also appeared in the feature films EPIC MOVIE, MEET THE SPARTANS and DISASTER MOVIE and will be seen in the upcoming film BEST NIGHT EVER.
Flanagan has an extensive background in theatre and live performance, including developing her one-person show BUT WAIT, I HAVE IMPRESSIONS... which she performed at the Comedy Central Stage in Los Angeles.
Originally from Mt. Vernon, Illinois, Flanagan has a Bachelor of Science in Theatre from the University of Evansville, Indiana and a Master of Fine Arts from the University of California at Irvine.

SAMANTHA COLBURN - Leslie

Originally from South Dakota, Samantha Colburn got her start in musical theatre with such roles as Maria in The Sound of Music and Rosie in Bye, Bye, Birdie. She went on to receive degrees in acting, music and journalism from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities where she won best actress awards two years in a row and starred in roles such as Janet in The Rocky Horror Picture Show and Gwendolyn in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. Following graduation Samantha spent a year performing on stage with the largest professional dinner theater in the U.S:  Chanhassen Dinner Theatres.

Since moving to Los Angeles, Samantha has been seen in a multitude of commercials and made her television debut as Dr. Marta Torrez on House M.D. Other highlights include Showtimes's House of Lies, ABC Family's Jane by Design and The CW's Hart of Dixie. She will also be appearing in the upcoming films Shirin in Love and the horror/comedy Crazy Bitches.
EDDIE RITCHARD - Zoe

Eddie Ritchard graduated from Australia's National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA), Australia's most prestigious acting school, in 2006.

Ritchard is fondly remembered as Jazmine McLeod from the final season of the hit TV series McLeod’s Daughters and has since distinguished herself in guest roles on SBS's East West 101, ABC's The Cut, Nine Network's: The Strip and Rescue. 

On the international stage, she appeared in the feature film FOOL'S GOLD starring Kate Hudson, Matthew McConaughey & Donald Sutherland and as Miss

Winter in DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK, directed by Troy Nixey, staring Katie Holmes and Guy Pearce.

After relocating to the United States, Ritchard has booked a number US

projects from the pilot UPSTATE, national commercials and voice overs.

Shortly thereafter, she was back in Sydney shooting a supporting role in

Baz Luhrmann's THE GREAT GATSBY, then returned to NYC for a supporting role in indie films LIES I TOLD MY LITTLE SISTER and also MARCY.

At the 69th Venice International Film Festival, MARLA (short film) premiered with Ritchard as the lead. 
Ritchard's latest feature film role was with directors Aaron Seltzer and Jason Friedberg, in BEST NIGHT EVER, due for release on iTunes 26th December 2013 and theatrically 31st January 2014.
DESIREE HALL - Claire

An actress hailing from the East Coast, Desiree caught the acting bug early on in life after seeing a production of "The Velveteen Rabbit" and has been pursuing it ever since.  She started doing local modeling gigs and music videos as a pre-teen, lots of 'interesting' theatre in high school and attained a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree with a concentration in Performing Arts in college.  After relocating to Los Angeles, she can be seen all over television in shows such as MTV's "Teen Wolf", "Hart of Dixie", "CSI: Miami" and "Brothers & Sisters", in addition to a few independent features, many national commercials and the occasional romance book cover!
Not satisfied with only appearing in front of the camera, Desiree recently moved into producing, with several projects in various stages of development.  She is a regular volunteer and supporter of The Young Storytellers Foundation and Project Angel Food and spends any free time traveling the world, reading whatever she can get her hands on and hanging out with her husband.  For updates, visit www.desireehall.com.  
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

JASON FRIEDBERG & AARON SELTZER - Directors

Writing, directing and producing partners Jason Friedberg and Aaron Seltzer have been friends since they were in college together at UC-Santa Barbara. Friedberg & Seltzer gained fast recognition when they co-wrote the movies Spy Hard & Scary Movie. Since then they have written, produced & directed several successful movies including Date Movie, Epic Movie, Meet the Spartans & Vampires Suck. In total their writing and directing credits have a worldwide box office total of over a half a billion dollars."

CREDITS
WRITTEN BY AND DIRECTED BY JASON FRIEDBERG & AARON SELTZER
PRODUCED BY PETER SAFRAN, JASON BLUM, JASON FRIEDBERG & AARON SELTZER
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER KENNY YATES
CO-PRODUCER DAN CLIFTON
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY SHAWN MAURER

EDITED BY PECK PRIOR
PRODUCTION DESIGNER WILLIAM ELLIOTT
MUSIC SUPERVISOR JOJO VILLANUEVA
COSTUME DESIGNER  MARESSA RICHTMYER
CASTING BY  LAUREN BASS AND JORDAN BASS
CAST:
DESIREE HALL 
SAMANTHA COLBURN 
EDDIE RITCHARD 
CRISTA FLANAGAN
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