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SYNOPSIS

Twelve-year-old Koichi lives with his mother and retired grandparents in Kagoshima, in the southern region of Kyushu, Japan. His younger brother Ryunosuke lives with their father in Hakata, northern Kyushu. The brothers have been separated by their parents’ divorce and Koichi’s only wish is for his family to be reunited. When he learns that a new bullet train line will soon open linking the two towns, he starts to believe that a miracle will take place the moment these new trains first pass each other at top speed. With help from the adults around him, Koichi sets out on a journey with a group of friends, each hoping to witness a miracle that will improve their difficult lives.
ABOUT THE FILM

Children hope for a miracle that will bring their family back together. I WISH is the latest film from Hirokazu KORE-EDA, director of Nobody Knows.

Once again Hirokazu KORE-EDA captures the essence of family, inspiring hope in viewers around the world.

Cinema audiences worldwide have eagerly anticipated KORE-EDA’s next film. After his debut feature Maborosi scooped numerous awards at film festivals, KORE-EDA has been in the spotlight both in Japan and abroad. His 2004 triumph Nobody Knows is still talked about, with leading actor Yuya YAGIRA becoming the youngest - and first Japanese - actor to be awarded Best Male Actor at the Cannes Film Festival.

Since then, with each successive release, the director has boldly tackled new genres, including period films and romances. In the six years since Nobody Knows he has become a father, a key factor in his decision to take on the theme of “family” again. The title of his latest work, which he himself scripted, edited and put his heart and soul into, is simply I WISH (the original title is “Kiseki” and meaning “miracle” in Japanese).

KORE-EDA is known for his keen depictions of the trials and tribulations of everyday life, and I WISH will inspire hope around the world through its depiction of the innocent minds of children and the warmth of family life.

On the opening day of the Kyushu Shinkansen line, the Tsubame will head south from Hakata while the Sakura will head north from Kagoshima. If you stand at the exact spot where these two trains pass each other, it is said your wish will come true. Sixth grader Koichi hears this rumor and wants to bring about a miracle of his own. His younger brother lives far away and Koichi wants them to be together as one family again. Since their parents are divorced. Koichi lives with his mother and grandparents in Kagoshima, while his brother and father live in Fukuoka. The brothers make a grand and crazy plan involving their friends, parents and the people around them, and it is this plan that will bring a miracle to all.

I WISH tells a powerfully moving story of the children’s belief in the miracle, and of the parents watching over them, affected by their adventure and then healed by them. It’s a story that quietly tells the audience that just being alive is a miracle, that having people you cherish in your life is a miracle in itself.

The lead roles are played by real-life comedian brothers Koki and Ohhsiro MAEDA, aka MaedaMaeda. I WISH is their debut feature film. Director KORE-EDA first spotted them during auditions and, drawn to their innocence and huge potential, rewrote the script for them. The older brother (Koichi) combines strength with great sensitivity; his younger sibling (Ryunosuke) possesses the ability to move seamlessly from sorrow to laughter. It feels more like the boys are living on screen than acting.

Around them are sympathetic adults, each with their own issues, played by a distinguished cast including Joe ODAGIRI, Hiroshi ABE, Yui NATSUKAWA, Kirin KIKI and Yoshio HARADA, all of whom have previously appeared in KORE-EDA films. The cast also includes famous faces such as Nene OHTSUKA, Isao HASHIZUME and Masami NAGASAWA. Making her debut is Kyara UCHIDA as Ryunosuke’s classmate Megumi.

I WISH is set along Kyushu’s new shinkansen (bullet train) line, which opened in March 2011 and is shot on location at various places in Kyushu including Kagoshima, Kumamoto and Fukuoka. The melancholy and memorable theme song ‘Miracle” is produced by train fans Quruli.

How Was I WISH Created

Director KORE-EDA:

I WISH was created out of the desire to make a movie that centered on the Kyushu Shinkansen Line, which opened on March 12, 2011. The intention was not a movie to promote the shinkansen, and not a movie about Kyushu, but a movie that anyone could relate to and be moved by.

In the initial stages of the concept, the producer thought of films such as KORE-EDA, who is known for his ability to capture the world of children in Nobody Knows. When the producer approached him with the idea, the director explained that he himself was a big railway fan, that his great-grandfather was from Kagoshima and above all that he had a child now and wanted to make a movie that captured children in a different light than Nobody Knows. Their ideas matched perfectly.

The first image that came to KORE-EDA was the scene from Stand By Me where the children are walking along the railway tracks. But while looking for a story, the director and crew realized something very important. Many of the tracks for the new shinkansen line were high off the ground and could only be viewed from afar or high above. The plot changed dramatically and the obstacles the children would have to face in order to see the Kyushu Shinkansen pass each other became a key to the story.

The Greater “Miracle”

- Casting MaedaMaeda

Once the script was completed, open auditions were held across Japan to cast the seven children. MaedaMaeda were spotted at one of these auditions, and KORE-EDA was completely mesmerized by their potential. At the time, the director did not know that MaedaMaeda were comedians. The original plot was re-written after this first meeting with the duo, changing into a story about two brothers living apart from each other in Fukuoka and Kagoshima. KORE-EDA says that watching MaedaMaeda at the audition was like “watching MATSUZAKA Daisuke (a famous Japanese baseball player, now playing for The Red Sox in the US) pitching in high school,” their attitude and confidence so far superior to the rest who auditioned. “The most striking thing was the fact that they started to improvise without hesitation and were enjoying it,” KORE-ADA adds.

Once filming had started, the director thought that “the older brother Koki probably already knew what the story was about without reading the script.” Koichi pulls the story forward, is always aware of what was going on and guides the other children. The director pays him a great compliment: “He’s very clever and has a great sense of his craft. He will become an important actor.” On the other hand, there is something about the innocence of younger brother Ohshiro that keeps your eyes glued to him. It is because of this quality that Ryunosuke brings girls along on this trip. “He’s the complete opposite of Koki. He’s naturally goofy. He’s also very photogenic and he has a charm that allows him to become friends with girls quite easily.” observes KORE-EDA.

The “Miracle” moment that the children became actors

During the auditions, the director was looking out for the children who could find the “moment” where he knows their feelings match; when children feel instinctively: “I need to be filmed by this director,” just like adult actors, and when his gut feeling says: “I want to film this person.” For KORE-EDA, it’s not about skills or name value. It’s all about compatibility.

For Koichi’s sixth grade classmates, KOREEDA cast Ryoga HAYASHI as Tasuku, who admires Miss Sachi, and Seinosuke NAGAYOSHI as Makoto, who loves his dog Marble and dreams of becoming an Ichiro one day. For Ryunosuke’s fourth grade classmates, Kyara UCHIDA was cast as Megumi, who wants to become an actress someday, Kanna HASHIM OTO as Kanna, who likes to draw, and Rento ISOBE as Rento, who wants to be a fast runner. All of them are new faces, but all were chosen for their uniqueness. This was the first time most of the children had ever acted. They were not given scripts. The director would tell them their lines and what the scene was about on the day of filming, just as he did for Nobody Knows. He also gave out props or asked them to move as naturally as possible without having them be too conscious of the camera.

The powerful presence of Kyara UCHIDA is important. “She would know when we got the shot and she would say that she felt “it was fun and it went well’. She’d just give off this aura that says acting is fun.” Thus, the director’s desire to make their first filming experience one that they could enjoy and one that they would have good memories of was fulfilled.

The All-Star Cast of I WISH

The adult roles are played by actors who had previously worked on KORE-EDA films. Hiroshi ABE from Still Walking plays an insensitive teacher who doesn’t mean to hurt anyone and provokes laughter. Also from Still Walking, Kirin KIKI plays a grandmother who warmly welcomes her divorced daughter (Nene OHTSUKA) and grandson (Koki MAEDA); Yoshio HARADA plays the grandfather’s friend Isao HASHIZUME and

Yui NATSUKAWA plays Megumi’s (Kyara UCHIDA) strict and watchful mother. Joe ODAGIRI from Air Doll plays the no-good father in Fukuoka, in his thirties and still chasing his dreams. For Nene OHTSUKA, Isao HASHIZUME and Masami NAGASAWA, it was the first time in a KORE-EDA production and they all show a warm gentle presence with the children.

When it came to placing this all-star cast in the movie, it was Kirin KIKI who gave him the push he needed before filming started. “This is a movie where the children are the main characters so I don’t need any close-ups.” These words said with confidence and attitude overlap with the director’s statement for this movie. Adults must believe in and watch over their children no matter what.

Filming in Kyushu - The “Miracle” of a reality that cannot be filmed

KORE-EDA’s impression of Kagoshima was incredulity: nobody minds living right next to the active volcano Sakurajima. His impression became Koichi’s in the film. 
“People go about their daily lives even though they are so close to Sakurajima and ashes are falling from the sky. I gave that strength to live to the grandmother.” Filming on location according to KORE-EDA, makes it hard always to position the camera where you want, along with other difficulties, but you can capture time as it flows through the house. When you open the kitchen door in the store you can see Sakurajima. Isao HASHIZUME, who plays the grandfather, naturally chose this spot to smoke. 

INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR HIROKAZU KORE-EDA

Where did the original Japanese title KISEKI (Miracle) come from?

When we decided to do the story about the shinkansen crossing, it was the first title to spring to mind. It’s a simple but very good title. I’m amazed that no Japanese movie had been called Kiseki before. The children, the way they live, the balance between the seven of them, was truly a miracle.

What does filming children mean to you?

I like how they are incomplete and their presence is unbalanced. Filming children in movies like Nobody Knows and I WISH really makes me think. I begin to see society through their eyes and through their existence. I think this is because I am a father now, but all the adults in I WISH are adults I want to be like. I want to be an adult who casually waits for his children to come back from their adventures.

The movie has the quality of an adult embracing a child.

Places like the library and the nurse’s office that children go to are refuges. Children are not judged in these places or assessed by school grades. The presence of grandparents is a refuge within a family and I wanted to give the children a place where they could relax and feel safe. When I was in elementary school I liked a librarian, and so I became a bookworm, reading so many books. I also spent a lot of time in the nurse’s office. (Laughs).

Why did you ask Shigeru KISHIDA from Quruli to do the music?

When I was writing the scene where the children were running, I thought it would be nice to have Quruli’s song playing. After that I couldn’t think of anyone else that I wanted to do the music. I don’t know why but Quruli’s music and the children really go well together. I had Kishida watch the long edit first and he seemed to really like it. He said: “I have three songs already!” Then I had him look at a shorter edit where the composition had changed and I received a handwritten note saying: “NO!” He said that the time spent with the children on screen was being manipulated and edited too much by the hands of adults. He loved this movie and he’d made a really good point that I agreed with, so I changed the composition back to how it originally was. I was rushing forward to tell the story and his opinion pulled me back to look at the bigger picture.

What did the children gain at the end of their adventure?

In the scene where they are running down the stairs at Kagoshima station, Seinosuke, who plays Makoto, said to me: “Can you bring Marble back to life? Make it a happy ending.” (laughs) But I told him that it wasn’t a sad ending at all. Koichi and the children are thinking about the world during their journey. They learn that even if you make a wish, it doesn’t mean that the world is going to change the way you want it to. Then they come home. The family probably won’t get back together and Marble isn’t coming back to life, but they realize that they are part of this world too. It is also around this time that they learn that just because you like someone it doesn’t mean they will like you back. And if you can think that it’s all part of life then you can grow as a person. Emotions close to despair can help people grow. I personally think that that is the miracle of life.

 ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Hirokazu KORE-EDA (Director/Writer/Editor)
Born 1962 in Tokyo KORE-EDA graduated from Waseda University in 1987 and joined TV MAN UNION, where he worked mainly on documentaries. In 1995, his debut feature Maborosi won the Venice Film Festival Golden Osella, as well as several other awards, which his established his international reputation. His next film After Life (1999) won the Grand Prize at the Nantes Three Continents Festival, as well as an award from the Buenos Aires International Festival of Independent Cinema. The film became a big hit, securing a release in 30 countries. In 2001, Distance was presented In Competition at the Cannes Film Festival. In 2004 Nobody Knows was In Competition at Cannes, where lead actor Yuya YAGIRA became the youngest-ever recipient of the Best Male Actor Award. In 2006, KORE-EDA directed his first period film, Hana. Still Walking (2008) was well received both locally and abroad, winning numerous awards in Europe and Asia. Also in 2008, KORE-EDA released a Cocco live tour documentary, Daijobu de aruyo ni: Cocco Owaranai Tabi. In 2009, he broke new ground, making Yoshiie GODA’s short stories into the movie Air Doll, which screened at Cannes in Un Certain Regard, as well as international film festivals in Toronto, Chicago and Rotterdam. Recently, he has worked on a music video for AKB48’s “Sakura no ki ni narou.” He is also involved as a producer for new directors such as Miwa NISHIKAWA (Wild Berries, 2003, Sway, 2006).
ABOUT THE CAST

Koki MAEDA–Koichi OSAKO

Born 1988 in Osaka, Koki works with his younger brother Ohshiro as the comedy duo MaedaMaeda, gaining popularity with appearances on variety shows such as “The

God of Entertainment” (NTV) and “Bakusho Red Carpet” (CX). Since his appearances in “Mito Komon” (2005/TBS) and “Twenty- Four Eyes” (2005/NTV), a natural ability with dialogue and strong presence have given him a second career as an actor. His most recent

TV dramas are “Hissatsu Shigotonin 2007” (2007/ABC - ANB), “Hissatsu Shigotonin 2009” (2009/ABC - ANB), “Akahana no Sensei” (2009/NTV) and NHK’s morning drama series “Teppan” (2010-2011). His movie credits include The Ode to Joy (2006) and Kitaro (2007). He was also a voice artist for the Japanese version of the Disney movie Snow Buddies.
Additionally, as MaedaMaeda Koki and his brother have released a workbook which helps children learn through comedic episodes titled “MaedaMaeda no Mezase! Kotobaou 250.” He has also released a second book for learning kanji titled “MaedaMaeda no Mezase! Kanji Hakase 1006.” The duo also sings the official song for “Panda Days” (2008), and has released a popular CD, “Gucchokipanda.”

Ohshiro MAEDA –Ryunosuke KINAMI

Born 2000 in Osaka, Ohshiro works with his older brother Koki as comedy duo MaedaMaeda

In 2007, they entered a comedy competition “M-1 Guranpuri” (ABC - ANB) becoming the youngest people ever to reach the semifinals. Ever since his appearances in “Mito Komon” (2005/TBS), his cute smile and innocent presence have made him popular as a child actor. Some of his most recent TV credits are “Chiisakobe Wakatouryo to Kyunin no Ko” (2006/NHK), “Shabake” (2007/CX), “Kaette Kuru no ka!? 33 Pun Tantei” (2009/CX) and “Akahana no Sensei” (2009/NTV). He was also a voice artist for the Japanese version of the Disney movie Snow Buddies.
Nene OHTSUKA – Nozomi OSAKO 

Born in Tokyo, OHTSUKA graduated from Nihon University, College of Art, Department of Photography. She debuted as an actress in 1992 in the TV drama series “Kimi no Tame ni Dekiru Koto” (CX). Since her debut she has appeared in NHK’s period drama “Mori Motonari” (1997), “Hero” (2001/CX), “Dr. Coto’s Clinic” (2003/CX) and “Iryu: Team Medical Dragon” (2007/CX). Her popularity continues to rise. The TV drama “Rokugatsu no Sakura” won the 2004 Japan Media Arts Festival Outstanding Performance Award in the TV drama category. In 1994, she debuted on the big screen with Yasashii Arashi. Further cinema credits include 119 (1994), School Mystery (1995) and Shunji IWAI’s Swallowtail Butterfly (1996). In 2002, her acting was highly praised in works such as Warau Kaeru (Hideyuki HIRAYAMA), Utsutsu (Hisahi TOMA) and Man Walking on Snow (Masahiro KOBAYASHI). She won Best Supporting Actress at the 24th Yokohama Film Festival and Best Leading Actress at the 57th Mainichi Film Awards. She then continued to work on projects including Life is Journey (2003) directed by her husband Seiichi TANABE, Kikansha Sensei (2004/ Ryuichi HIROKI), Limit Of Love: Umizaru (2006/ Eiichiro HASUMI), The Foreign Duck, the Native Duck and God (2007/ Yoshihiro NAKMURA), Hero (2007/ Masayuki SUZUKI), Amalfi: Rewards of the Goddess (2009/ Hiroshi NISHITANI) and Matataki (2010/ Itsumichi ISOMURA). Bashing (2006) was selected In Competition at the 58th Cannes Film Festival and won Best Picture at the 6th Tokyo FilMex Competition.

Joe ODAGIRI –Kenji KINAMI

Born 1976 in Okayama, ODAGIRI received recognition for his acting in Kiyoshi KUROSAWA’s Bright Future when the film was entered In Competition at the Cannes Film Festival in 2003. He then made a strong impression as Takeshi KITANO’s son in Yoichi SAI’s Blood and Bones in 2004, which won him a number of awards. In the same year, he challenged himself to a movie musical co-starring Zhang Ziyi in Seijun SUZUKI’s Princess Raccoon. He then played a gay man in Isshin INUDO’s La Maison de Himiko. He received the Best Leading Actor award for two consecutive years at the Japan Academy Awards for his roles in the internationally-acclaimed Sway (2006) and Tokyo Tower: Mom and Me, and Sometimes Dad (2007). Recent credits include Kim Ki-duk’s Dream (2009), Yu Lik-wai’s Plastic City (2009) and Tian Zhuangzhuang’s The Warrior and the Wolf, and he will appear next in Kang Je-gyu’s My Way. I WISH marks his second appearance in a KORE-EDA film, following Air Doll (2009). TV credits include “Jiko Keisatsu” (2006/ANB) and the sequel “Kaette Kita Jiko Keisatsu” (2007). In the sequel, he wrote the script and directed episode eight. Other notable credits include Out of This World (2004), Suite Dreams (2005), Bugmaster (2007), Tenten (2007) and Then Summer Came (2008).

Kirin KIKI – Hideko OSAKO
Born 1943 in Tokyo, KIKI studied at Bungakuza Acting School from 1961 and launched her career with the TV show “Shichinin no Mago.” In the 1970s, she established her unique and acclaimed screen presence through a string of hit TBS dramas including “Jikan de su yo,” “Terauchi Kantaro Ikka” and “Mu”. A highly respected big screen actress, she won Best Supporting Actress at the Japan Academy Awards for Kiyoshi SASABE’s Half a Confession (2003) and for Joji MATSUOKA’s Tokyo Tower: Mom and Me, and Sometimes Dad (2007). She won the Blue Ribbon Award for Best Supporting Actress for her role in Still Walking, directed by Hirokazu KORE-EDA. Other notable credits include I Are You, You Am Me (1982), Yumechiyo Nikki (1985), Sabishinbo (1985), Daiyukai (1991), Double Cross (1992), Keiho (1999), Pistol Opera (2001), The Taste of Tea (2003), Kamikaze Girls (2004), Dog in a Sidecar (2007), The Short Films: We Were All Once Children (2008), Ghost (2010), Villain (2010) and Arrietty (2010).

Isao HASHIZUME – Shukich OSAKO 

Born 1941 in Osaka, HASHIZUME spent time time at Bungakuza and Gekidan Kumo, and then he helped found the theatre troupe EN in 1975. He is well known for his appearances in such Juzo ITAMI films as Tampopo (1985), A Taxing Woman (1987) and Tales of a Golden Geisha (1990). He won Best Supporting Actor for his roles in Yoshimitsu MORITA’s Kitchen (1989), Shoji KOKAMI’s Juliet Game (1989) and James Miki’s Zennin no Joken (1989) at the Japan Academy Awards. He also won Best Supporting Actor for Yoshimitsu MORITA’s Happy Wedding (1991) and Best Leading Actor for Seiji IZUMI’s O-higara mo yoku, Go-shusho sama (1996). He has also received awards for his theatre work, including the Yomiuri Theatrical Award Judges’ Choice for works such as Rain Man (2006) and Jikken (2007). Other notable credits include Kuroi Doresu no Onna (1987), Izakaya Yurei (1994), Ryoma’s Wife, Her Husband and Her Lover (2002), Mr. Rookie (2002), Lorelei: The Witch of the Pacific Ocean (2005), Nada So So (2006), Time Lost, Time Found (2008), Railways (2010), Koshonin: The Movie (2010) and Space Battleship Yamato (2010).
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CREDITS

Cast

Children

Koki MAEDA Koichi

Ohshiro MAEDA Ryunosuke

Ryoga HAYASHI Tasuku

Seinosuke NAGAYOSHI Makoto

Kyara UCHIDA Megumi

Kanna HASHIMOTO Kanna

Rento ISOBE Rento

Adults

Nene OHTSUKA Nozomi (Mother)

Joe ODAGIRI Kenji (Father)

Yui NATSUKAWA Kyoko

(Megumi’s Mother)

Masami NAGASAWA Ms. Mimura

(Teacher)

Hiroshi ABE Mr. Sakagami

(Teacher)

Yoshio HARADA Wataru

(Grandfather’s Friend)

Kirin KIKI Hideko (Grandmother)

Isao HASHIZUME Shukichi (Grandfather)

Crew

Written and Directed by

Hirokazu KORE-EDA

Production

SHIROGUMI INC.

Producers

Kentaro KOIKE 

Hijiri TAGUCHI

Coproduction

BIGX

Coproducer

Satomi ODAKE 

DP

Yutaka YAMAZAKI 

Editor

Hirokazu KORE-EDA

Original Music

Quruli

Set Designer

Ayako MATSUO 

Sound Editor

Yutaka TSURUMAKI 

Costumer Designer

Miwako KOBAYASHI 

Special Effects

Ryo HIGUCHI 
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