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THE HUNT

A film by Thomas Vinterberg 

111 min., 2.35, 35mm

2013 Oscar® Nominee

Best Foreign Language Film - Denmark

Official Selection:

2014 Palm Springs International Film Festival – 

Winner: FIPRESCI Prize for Best Actor – Mads Mikkelsen 

2012 AFI Fest

2012 Toronto Film Festival

2012 Telluride Film Festival
2012 Cannes Film Festival – Winner: Best Actor – Mads Mikkelsen 
Winner: Vulcain Prize for the Technical Artist – Charlotte Bruus Christensen 

Winner: Prize of the Ecumenical Jury – Thomas Vinterberg

Awards:

2014 Golden Globe Awards - Nominee: Best Foreign Language Film
2013 National Board of Review - One of the Top Five Foreign Language Films

2013 Critics’ Choice Awards - Nominee: Best Foreign Language Film

2013 Independent Spirit Awards - Nominee: Best International Film
2013 International Press Academy Satellite Awards - Nominee: Best Motion Picture, International Film

2013 Danish Film Academy “Robert Awards” - Winner: Best Feature Film, Best Director, Best Screenplay, Best Actor (Mads Mikkelsen), Best Supporting Actress (Susse Wold), Best Editing, YouSee Audience Award (Best Danish Film) 

2012 BAFTA Awards – Nominee:  Best Film Not in the English Language
2012 London Critics Circle Film Awards - Nominee: Best Actor – Mads Mikkelsen
2012 European Film Awards – Winner: Best Screenwriter
Nominee:  Best Film, Best Actor, Best Director, Best Editor

2012 British Independent Film Awards - Winner: Best International Independent Film
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SYNOPSIS
Directed and co-written by Thomas Vinterberg, THE HUNT is a disturbing depiction of how a lie becomes the truth when gossip, doubt and malice are allowed to flourish and ignite a witch-hunt that soon threatens to destroy an innocent man’s life.  Mads Mikkelsen won the Best Actor Award at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival for his penetrating portrayal of Lucas, a former school teacher who has been forced to start over having overcome a tough divorce and the loss of his job. Just as things are starting to go his way, his life is shattered when an untruthful remark throws his small community into a collective state of hysteria. As the lie spreads, Lucas is forced to fight a lonely fight for his life and dignity.
Co-founder of the Dogme movement and director of award-winning international hit FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION), Thomas Vinterberg delivers yet another powerful drama that is sure to leave its mark. THE HUNT, which was co-written by Vinterberg and Tobias Lindholm (whose credits also include A HIJACKING, which he wrote and directed), won the 2012 European Film Awards Best Screenwriter prize and was nominated for prizes in a number of other categories, including Best Film, Director and Actor.

THE HUNT is produced by Morten Kaufmann and Sisse Graum Jørgensen for Zentropa Entertainments in co-production with Film I Väst and Zentropa International Sweden with support from The Danish Film Institute, DR, Eurimages, Nordisk Film & TV Fond, Svenska Film Institutet, SVT and the MEDIA Programme of the European Union. Nordic distribution by Nordisk Film Distribution. International sales by TrustNordisk.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – THOMAS VINTERBERG
On a dark winter’s night in 1999, there was a knock on my door. A renowned Danish child-psychologist stood outside in the snow with some documents raving about children and their fantasies. He spoke about concepts such as “repressed memory,” and even more disturbing, about his theory that “thought is a virus.” I didn’t let him in. Didn’t read the documents. Went to bed.

Ten years later I needed a psychologist. I called him, and as a belated form of politeness, I read the documents. And was shocked. Spellbound. And I felt that here was a story that needed to be told. A story of a modern-day witch-hunt. THE HUNT is the result of this reading.
- Thomas Vinterberg

PRODUCER’S  STATEMENT- SISSE GRAUM JØRGENSEN

THE HUNT was selected for The Danish Cinema Club quite early on. With its 200,000 potential audience members, the club is in itself enough to constitute a commercial success in Denmark. They only admit three Danish films, so we happily accepted their offer of a January 2013 Danish release date since January is traditionally a very good month in Denmark.

 
However, that meant THE HUNT was ineligible for the 2012 Oscar season even though it was in Cannes earlier that year. Fortunately, THE HUNT exceeded every optimistic expectation and became the third biggest audience success in Danish film in decades. 

-  Sisse Graum Jørgensen

 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
THOMAS VINTERBERG, Director and Screenwriter

Celebrated director Thomas Vinterberg graduated from the Danish Film School in 1993. His graduation film LAST ROUND was an early example of his extraordinary talent and reach; it won a string of awards and was nominated for a student Oscar®. Immediately after came the award-winning The Boy who walked backwards (1995) which, among others, won at Clermont-Ferrand, and a Robert for Best Short Film. 

In 1996 Vinterberg directed his first feature The BIGGEST Heroes. The film took home three Robert awards. In 1995 Vinterberg and Lars von Trier wrote the DOGME 95 manifesto. Vinterberg’s 1998 DOGME film, FESTEN (The Celebration) was the first film of the movement. It received a multitude of international awards including the special jury prize at Cannes and the Fassbinder Award at the European Film Awards, as well as the award for Best Foreign Language Film from both the Los Angeles and the New York film critics. In addition, FESTEn won seven Robert awards and three Bodil awards. In 2008, Vinterberg and von Trier, along with their ‘Dogme brothers’ Kristian Levring and Søren Kragh-Jacobsen, received the EFA award for Outstanding European Achievement in World Cinema.

Vinterberg has directed two English-language films, IT´S ALL ABOUT LOVE (2003), with Joaquin Phoenix, Claire Danes and Sean Penn, and DEAR WENDY (2005) starring Jamie Bell which was written by Lars von Trier and won the Silver St. George at the Moscow Film Festival. He returned to the Danish language with the comedy, WHEN A Man Comes Home (2007), followed by SUBMARINO (2010). The latter was in the main competition at the Berlinale in February 2010. SUBMARINO was awarded the Nordic Council’s Film Award in 2010 and in 2011 it received five Robert awards and 15 nominations. 

In addition, Thomas Vinterberg has written and directed critically acclaimed plays for the national stage at Austria’s Burgtheater Wien, which are now playing to sold-out audiences around Europe. He has also directed music videos for Blur and Metallica.

Up next, Vinterberg will direct an adaptation of Thomas Hardy’s classic novel FAR FROM THE MADDENING CROWD starring Carey Mulligan and Matthias Schoenaerts. Fox Searchlight is set to release the film in 2014. 

TOBIAS LINDHOLM - Screenwriter
Tobias Lindholm (b.1977) is considered by many to be the ‘golden boy’ of Danish film and television. Five years after graduating from the National Danish Film School, Lindholm’s capacity for storytelling and his ability to captivate an audience has already generated numerous awards and firmly established him as one of the driving forces in the Danish industry. 

   

Lindholm started out writing several episodes of DR’s drama series, SOMMER in 2007. In 2008-2011 Lindholm co-wrote BORGEN, which was seen by 1.5 million Danish viewers every Sunday and is now an international success. He debuted as a screenwriter with Thomas Vinterberg’s SUBMARINO (2010), which went on to receive the Nordic Council’s Film Award. 

Tobias Lindholm had his own debut as film director in 2010, when, with Michael Noer, he wrote and directed the prison drama R. The filming took place in the state prison at Horsens and garnered a great deal of recognition for authenticity and its unique use of reality and realism in a fictional story. The film went on to win several awards including eight Robert Awards and the FIPRESCI-prize at the Gothenburg Film Festival 2010. In addition, Lindholm received a special Bodil award for the SUBMARINO and R scripts. Last year he completed A HIJACKING which will released this June by Magnolia Pictures. A HIJACKING was filmed on the east coast of Africa and is Tobias Lindholm’s second feature film as a director.

SISSE GRAUM JØRGENSEN - Producer
Sisse Graum Jørgensen is one of Denmark’s most successful and prolific producers. In addition to Thomas Vinterberg’s THE HUNT and DEAR WENDY (2005) Graum Jørgensen has produced films for such widely acclaimed directors as: Susanne Bier: the yet to be released LOVE IS ALL YOU NEED (2013), IN A BETTER WORLD (2010) which won the Oscar® for Best Foreign Language Film, Golden Globe® for Best Foreign Language Film and a European Film Award for Best Director; Oscar® nominated AFTER THE WEDDING (2006) and BROTHERS (2004); Lone Scherfig: JUST LIKE HOME (2007) and WILBUR WANTS TO KILL HILMSELF (2002); Pernille Fischer Christensen’s FIPRESCI recipient at the 2010 Berlinale A FAMILY (2010); Kristian Levring’s entry for the Toronto International Film Festival and San Sebastian Film Festival FEAR ME NOT (2008) and Niels Arden Oplev’s Crystal Bear winner WE SHALL OVERCOME (2006). 

In addition, Graum Jørgensen was the co-producer of Andrea Arnold’s Cannes Jury Special Prize winner RED ROAD (2006) and David McKenzie’s Sundance entry PERFECT SENSE (2011).

Most recently, Sisse Graum Jørgensen produced Nikolaj Arcel’s double Silver Bear winner and box office smash A ROYAL AFFAIR (2012) which was nominated for both the Oscar® for Best Foreign Language Film and the Golden Globe® for Best Foreign Language Film and Susanne Bier’s LOVE IS ALL YOU NEED which will be released this May by Sony Pictures Classics.

European Film Promotion selected Sisse Graum Jørgensen for the prestigious title “Producer on the Move” in 2003 and Screen International featured her in their 2004 “Talent Watch”.  In 2011, Graum Jørgensen became a member of the Producers Branch of AMPAS (The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences).

Graum Jørgensen is currently in production on THE SALVATION from director Kristian Levring, starring Mads Mikkelsen and Eva Green. She is also producing Pernille Fischer Christensen’s SOMEONE YOU LOVE from Zentropa Productions. 

MORTEN KAUFMANN - Producer
Industrious independent producer Morten Kaufmann’s first collaboration with Thomas Vinterberg was the multi-award winning short film The Boy who walked backwards. Since then the pair have worked together in various capacities on virtually all of Vinterberg’s productions. Following THE BIGGEST HEROES (1996) Kaufmann line produced Vinterberg’s FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) in 1998 and IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE in 2002. In 2007 he not only produced but also co-wrote Thomas Vinterberg’s WHEN A MAN COMES HOME. In addition, Kaufmann produced Vinterberg’s SUBMARINO (2010), which won several awards, among them the prestigious Nordic Council Film Award. 

Morten Kaufmann (1963) graduated as a producer from The Danish Film School in 1995. Shortly after, he began working at Nimbus Film where his talent for producing soon flourished. In addition to his continuing collaboration with Vinterberg, Kaufmann has produced a host of short films and several highly acclaimed award-winning features including Ole Christian Madsen’s DOGME-film KIRA’S REASON: A LOVE STORY (2001), and Søren Kragh Jacobsen’s DOGME-film MIFUNE’S LAST SONG (1999). Kaufmann has also been behind such extraordinary successes as Natasha Arthy’s MIRACLE (2000), Dagur Kári’s DARK HORSE (2005) and Ole Christian Madsen’s PRAGUE (2006) and FLAME AND CITRON (2008).

In 2011 Morten Kaufmann formed the production company Toolbox Film in collaboration with producer colleague Signe Leick Jensen.

ABOUT THE CAST
MADS MIKKELSEN - Lucas
Internationally acclaimed and multi-award winning actor Mads Mikkelsen is the top male star in his native Denmark. Mads Mikkelsen was born in 1965. After attending the Drama School at Aarhus Theatre, he made his film debut in the movie PUSHER (1996), which was directed by Nicolas Winding Refn, with whom he made BLEEDER (1999) and PUSHER II (2004). Later, he played the leading role in the Emmy Award-winning Danish TV show UNIT ONE (2000-2004). Mads Mikkelsen showcased his comic talents with his leading roles in THE GREEN BUTCHERS (2003) and ADAM’S APPLES (2006). Most recently, he starred in Nikolaj Arcel’s double Silver Bear winner and box office hit A ROYAL AFFAIR (2012) which was nominated for both the Oscar® for Best Foreign Language Film and the Golden Globe® for Best Foreign Language Film. Mikkelsen was awarded Best Actor at the Cannes Film Festival for his role in THE HUNT.
Mads Mikkelsen began his international career with his role as Tristan in the movie KING ARTHUR (2004) but his international breakthrough came when he appeared as the Bond villain Le Chiffre in CASINO ROYALE (2006).  That same year, he took the leading role in the Oscar®-nominated AFTER THE WEDDING directed by Academy Award® Winner Susanne Bier. Since then Mads Mikkelsen has appeared in several significant roles in international feature films such as Nicolas Winding Refn’s VALHALLA RISING (2009), COCO CHANEL AND IGOR STRAVINSKY (2009), CLASH OF THE TITANS (2010) and THE THREE MUSKETEERS (2011). In 2011, Mads Mikkelsen was awarded the prestigious European Film Award for Achievement in World Cinema in recognition of his unique contribution to the world of film.
Mads Mikkelsen is currently starring in HANNIBAL on NBC as the iconic character “Dr. Hannibal Lector.” HANNIBAL also stars Hugh Dancy and Laurence Fishburne. Mikkelsen is also currently filming THE SALVATION, directed by Kristian Levring.  The film also stars Eva Green, Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Jonathan Pryce and Eric Cantona. Mikkelsen will be next seen in Arnaud des Pallières’ MICHAEL KOHLHAAS along with costars Denis Lavant and Bruno Ganz. MICHAEL KOHLHAAS will have its world premiere in competition at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival. 
THOMAS BO LARSEN - Theo
Thomas Bo Larsen is one of Denmark’s busiest and best-known actors. He has performed in both plays and on television and is particularly well known for his big-screen roles. Bo Larsen trained an actor at The Danish National School of Theatre and Contemporary Dance class of 1991. His breakthrough performance was the leading male character in Vinterberg’s Oscar-nominated® short, LAST ROUND (1993). Several important Danish films followed, such as PUSHER (1996), THE BAD SEEDS (1996), THE BIGGEST HEROES (1996), FESTEN (1998) (THE CELEBRATION), GONE WITH THE FISH (1999) FLICKERING LIGHTS (2000) and THE SUN KING (2005). He won a Robert award in 1997 for Best Actor in THE BIGGEST HEROES, and in 1999, yet another Robert for Supporting Actor in FESTEN. In addition, Thomas Bo Larsen has done a great deal of television work and is known particularly for his recurring roles in TAXA (1997-1999), THE KINGDOM II (1997) and EDDERKOPPEN (2000). Thomas Bo Larsen has appeared in numerous productions for Denmark’s Royal Theater and on many other stages. 
SUSSE WOLD - Grethe
Susse Wold graduated as an actress in Copenhagen in 1960.  After drama school, she quickly became one of the leading actresses at The Royal National Theatre, but many of the other Copenhagen theatres have also benefited from her unique talents.
She has played a large number of different parts - ranging from drama to musicals and comedies. She has played Amanda in Noël Coward's PRIVATE LIVES (in almost 1.000 performances,) both in Stockholm and in Copenhagen.  Her credits include ORLANDO, a monodrama by Robert Wilson based on the novel by Virginia Woolf and the role of Karen Blixen in the production “To Love your Destiny,” based upon Blixen’s letters from Africa.  She has performed “The Snow Queen” by Hans Christian Andersen all over Denmark.

Susse Wold has appeared in numerous TV-productions as well as in a large number of films and radio plays. 

For her worldwide readings of Hans Christian Andersen's fairy-tales in both Danish and English she has been awarded "The Hans Christian Andersen Medal" as well as “The Hans Christian Andersen Prize” and in 2004 she was honored with the title “Hans Christian Andersen Ambassador”.

President of The Danish AIDS Foundation since 1985, Susse Wold has been honored with almost every award an actress can receive.  The Queen of Denmark has made her a "Knight of First Class of the Order of the Dannebrog.”
CREDITS

CAST

Mads Mikkelsen - Lucas

Thomas Bo Larsen - Theo

Annika Wedderkopp - Klara

Lasse Fogelstrøm - Marcus

Susse Wold - Grethe

Anne Louise Hassing - Agnes

Lars Ranthe - Bruun

Alexandra Rapaport – Nadja

CREW

Director: Thomas Vinterberg

Screenplay: Thomas Vinterberg & Tobias Lindholm

Producers: Morten Kaufmann & Sisse Graum Jørgensen

Director of Photography: Charlotte Bruus Christensen

Editor: Anne Østerud & Janus Billeskov Jansen

Sound Design: Kristian Selin Eidnes Andersen

Composer: Nikolaj Egelund

Production Designer: Torben Stig Nielsen

Costume Design: Manon Rasmussen

Make-up Design: Bjørg Serup

Casting: Jette Termann & Tanja Grunwald
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