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SYNOPSIS
 
Set along the tumultuous Arizona-Mexico border, FRONTERA, starring Ed Harris, Eva Longoria, and Michael Pena, follows Miguel (Peña), a hardworking father and devoted husband who crosses the border illegally and is wrongfully accused of murdering the wife of a former sheriff (Harris). Miguel’s pregnant wife (Longoria) lands in the hands of corrupt Mexican “Coyote” smugglers as she tries to help her husband, while the ex-lawman investigates his wife’s death and unearths evidence that could destroy one family’s future.
 
FRONTERA examines both sides of the complex issues of immigration and human trafficking that deeply affects both the U.S. and Mexico. It shows that a border might divide two countries, but can’t divide humanity, for good or bad, we are all part of the problem and the solution.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – MICHAEL BERRY

Though the events that take place in FRONTERA are fiction, they are inspired by the reality that exists in this region and affects the people who live there. Neither my co-writer Juan Luis Moulinet nor I, have delusions that there are any obvious solutions to these issues. When Luis and I started talking about making this film, we were both adamant that we did not want to lean the narrative toward one side or the other. We wanted instead to illuminate and focus on the humanity from the point of view of the characters on both sides. Our most ambitious hope is that in some small way, the story of FRONTERA might raise questions and serve as a reminder that there are human beings on both sides of the line being affected by these issues every day. Perhaps the only thing that is truly obvious is that something must be done to improve the situation in this region. Perhaps instead of focusing on the politics of who is right or wrong, we might re-double our efforts to concentrate on working together to find solutions to this complicated and challenging issue that has led to so much suffering and injustice on both sides of the line.

– Michael Berry, Director and Co-Writer

ABOUT THE CAST 

Ed Harris (“Roy”)

Ed Harris was recently seen opposite Annette Bening in The Face of Love, for director Arie Posen. Harris also stars opposite Chris Evan in Bong Joon-ho’s futuristic thriller Snowpiercer. On location in New York this past fall and winter, Harris completed filming Run All Night opposite Liam Neeson for director Jaume Collet and Warner Bros., back-to-back with Michael Amereyda’s modern adaptation of Shakespeare’s Cymbeline with Ethan Hawke and Milla Jovovich. Just prior to those, he filmed Frontera, opposite Michael Pena and Eva Longoria, which Magnolia Pictures will release this fall.

Harris made his feature film directing debut on Pollock, receiving an Academy Award nomination as Best Actor for his performance in the title role.  His co-star, Marcia Gay Harden, won a Best Supporting Actress Oscar under his direction. Harris’ film credits include Appaloosa (director, co-screenwriter and star), A History of Violence (Natl. Society of Film Critics Award), The Hours (Oscar, Golden Globe, SAG and BAFTA nominations), Pain and Gain, Gone Baby Gone, The Truman Show (Oscar nomination, Golden Globe Award), Apollo 13 (Oscar and Golden Globe nominations, SAG Award), The Way Back, Copying Beethoven, The Right Stuff, The Abyss, The Rock, The Human Stain, A Beautiful Mind, Stepmom, The Firm, A Flash of Green, Places in the Heart, Alamo Bay, Sweet Dreams, Jacknife, State of Grace, The Third Miracle and Touching Home.  
On television, Harris most recently starred with Julianne Moore and Woody Harrelson in the Jay Roach-directed HBO film “Game Change,” winning a Golden Globe Award for “Best Supporting Actor” along with Emmy and SAG nominations for his portrayal of John McCain.   He starred with Paul Newman in the HBO miniseries Empire Falls.  For his performance in the latter he received Emmy, Golden Globe and SAG nominations as “Best Actor.”  His television credits include The Last Innocent Man, Running Mates, Paris Trout and Riders of the Purple Sage, for which he and his wife Amy Madigan, as co-producers and co-stars, were presented with the Western Heritage Wrangler Award for “Outstanding Television Feature Film.”

In 2012, at the Geffen Playhouse in Los Angeles, Harris starred with Amy Madigan, Bill Pullman and Glenne Headley in the world premiere of playwright Beth Henley’s The Jacksonian, directed by Robert Falls. He reprised that role this past fall to critical acclaim in the play’s New York Premiere at Off-Broadway’s Acorn Theater. Harris received both an Outer Critics Circle Award nomination (“Outstanding Solo Performance”) and a Lucille Lortel Award nomination (“Outstanding Solo Show”) for the Off-Broadway production of Wrecks at New York City’s Public Theatre. He originated the role, with writer/director Neil LaBute, for the play’s world premiere at the Everyman Palace Theatre in Cork, Ireland and won the 2010 LA Drama Critics Circle Award for “Best Solo Performance” for the production of Wrecks at the Geffen Playhouse. 

His theatre credits include:  Ronald Harwood’s Taking Sides, Sam Shephard’s plays Fool for Love (Obie), and Simpatico (Lucille Lortel Award for “Best Actor”), George Furth’s Precious Sons (Drama Desk Award), Prairie Avenue, Scar, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Grapes of Wrath, and Sweet Bird of Youth.

Michael Peña (“Miguel”)

MICHAEL PEÑA has distinguished himself in Hollywood as an actor with a wide range of performances and has worked with an impressive roster of award winning directors. Peña earned notable recognition for his performance in Paul Haggis’ provocative Oscar® winning film Crash, alongside Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon and Terrence Howard.  Critically acclaimed for the film’s interpretation of complex race relations in contemporary America, Peña has garnered multiple best ensemble nominations for his role as ‘Daniel the locksmith’ winning awards from the Screen Actors Guild and the Broadcast Film Critics Association for the cast’s performance.  He was recently seen in the David O’Russell film American Hustle which has won a Golden Globe, as well as ensemble awards from the Screen Actors Guild and the Broadcast Film Critics. It is nominated for BAFTA and an Academy Award. 

In March of 2014 Peña was seen as civil right and labor organizer Cesar Chavez in Cesar Chavez.  The film is directed by Diego Luna and produced by Canana and Mr Mudd. In the film, Peña plays Chavez, a man who embraced non-violence as he battled greed and prejudice in his struggle for the rights of farm workers.  

He is currently shooting the Fox 10 hour mini-series Gracepoint, a remake of the UK’s Broadchurch. The show centers on Detective Emmett Carver (David Tennant), the lead investigator on the case of a shocking murder of 11-year-old Danny that puts a small town under scrutiny. Peña will play Danny’s father a well-liked local plumber and family man. Like anyone else, Mark is left devastated by the murder, but as his wife, Beth (Virginia Kull), suspects, he may be hiding something about that fatal evening. 

On November 14th he re-teams with director David Ayer for the Sony feature Fury starring opposite Brad Pitt and Shia LaBeouf. 

In September 2012, Michael was seen in the critically acclaimed movie End of Watch, which premiered at the Toronto Film Festival. The film is about two young officers in South Central LA who are marked for death after confiscating a small cache of money and firearms from the members of a notorious cartel, during a routine traffic stop. For his role as “Officer Zavala” he was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award and the film was recognized by the National Board of Review as one of the Top 10 Independent Films of the year.  

Peña has been seen in a range of films in the past year, including the independent film Everything Must Go alongside Will Ferrell and Rebecca Hall; Gangster Squad opposite Sean Penn, Josh Brolin and Ryan Gosling and in the Fox animated feature Turbo. 

 

Peña’s film credits include The Lucky Ones, co-starring Rachel McAdams and Tim Robbins; Jody Hill’s comedy Observe and Report with Seth Rogen; Robert Redford’s political drama Lions for Lambs, along with Tom Cruise and Meryl Streep; and Werner Herzog and David Lynch’s psychological thriller My Son, My Son, What Have Ye Done with Michael Shannon, Willem Dafoe and Chloe Sevigny.
 

Peña’s other noteworthy credits consist of Oliver Stone’s World Trade Center, which chronicled the heroism of American servicemen in the direct aftermath of the September 11th attacks; Clint Eastwood’s Million Dollar Baby; Matthew Ryan Hoge’s The United States of Leland; Gregor Jordan’s Buffalo Soldiers; Antoine Fuqua’s Shooter; Brett Ratner’s Tower Heist and Alejandro González Iñárritu’s Babel.  
 

On television, Peña also starred in the HBO film “Walkout.”  Based on the true story of a young Mexican American high school teacher who helped stage a massive student walkout in the mid-1960s, Peña received an Imagen Award for Best Actor in the television category for his performance.  He recently re-teamed with Danny McBride on the second season of HBO's “Eastbound and Down."  He also appeared on the F/X drama “The Shield” for its fourth season as one of the central leads opposite Glenn Close and Anthony Anderson.  Other television credits include Steven Spielberg’s NBC series “Semper Fi.”
 

Raised in Chicago, Peña began acting when he beat out hundreds of others in an open call for a role in Peter Bogdonovich’s To Sir, With Love 2, starring Sidney Poitier.
Eva Longoria (“Paulina”)

Actress, director, producer and activist, Eva Longoria is founder of “The Eva Longoria Foundation” dedicated to helping Latinas build better futures for themselves through education and entrepreneurship, co-founder of “Eva’s Heroes” which enriches the lives of adolescents with developmental disabilities, and is national spokesperson for “Padres Contra el Cancer” a nonprofit that committed to improving the quality of life for children with cancer. 
The Golden Globe-nominated, Screen Actors Guild Award-winning, and ALMA Award-winning actress is starring in four upcoming feature films, including FRONTERA alongside Michael Pena & Ed Harris, REFUGIO, ANY DAY alongside Sean Bean & Kate Walsh, and VISIONS. 
Longoria is also executive producer of “Devious Maids,” Lifetime’s hit one-hour dramedy that follows the trials and tribulations of five Latina women who work as maids in Beverly Hills, airing Sunday nights at 10PM ET/PT. 
Additionally, Longoria is executive producer for the NCLR ALMA Awards, executive producer of the documentaries HARVEST and FOOD CHAINS- both of which explore the current and historic exploitation of farm workers, and is currently producing her third documentary, EL VOTO HISPANO, which explores the power of the Latino vote. 
Longoria is also involved with MALDEF, the United Farm Workers and the Dolores Huerta Foundation. Named “Philanthropist of the Year” by The Hollywood Reporter, honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award at Variety’s annual Power of Women Luncheon, Longoria was selected as commissioner for the National Museum of the American Latino Commission. 
A Brand Ambassador for L’Oreal Paris, Longoria owns BESO Hollywood, her own production company, UnbeliEVAble Entertainment, two fragrances “EVA, by Eva Longoria” and “EVAmour,” and also has a New York Times bestselling cookbook EVA’s KITCHEN: COOKING WITH LOVE FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

Amy Madigan (“Olivia”)

Amy Madigan is an American actress who is known for her role as Annie Kinsella in the 1989 film Field of Dreams and Iris Crowe in the HBO television series Carnivale. She was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance in the film Twice in a Lifetime. Madigan is also known for her roles in Places in the Heart, Uncle Buck, Pollock, and Gone Baby Gone.
Aden Young (“Sheriff Randall Hunt”)

Aden Young was born in 1972 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He is an actor and editor, known for Killer Elite (2011), Black Robe (1991) and Sniper (1993).

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

Michael Berry – DIRECTOR

FRONTERA marks Mr. Berry's feature film directorial debut.

Prior to FRONTERA he directed two Award winning short films “MIRA” and “The Day of the Grackle.” The short films have collectively won over a dozen "Best Film Awards" at film festivals across the country as well as receiving national and international distribution. 
As a stage actor and director, he has worked on countless productions on and off Broadway as well as Broadway National Tours. Most recently he appeared in the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winning, “Next To Normal.” Berry also has numerous appearances in feature films & network television and was the recipient of a scholarship to the United States International University, School Of Performing and Visual Arts.

Luis Moulinet III – WRITER

Luis Moulinet III grew up in the border town of Douglas, Arizona. After an extensive career in feature and independent film, TV, and theatrical production (which he worked in nearly every department imaginable) FRONTERA marks his first time as a co-writer.  Luis attended United States International University, School of Performing and Visual Art on full scholarship for a Major in Theatre.

William V. Andrew – PRODUCER

FRONTERA marks Dr. Andrew's debut as a film producer. Born and raised in Chicago, IL, Bill earned a B.A. from the College of Wooster in 1985 and earned his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in electrical engineering from Arizona State University in 1990 and 1996, respectively. His research interests included imaging radar systems and computational electromagnetics. A private investor and philanthropist, Dr. Andrew has and continues to serve on numerous boards. He is a Co-Manager and an investor in Ocean Blue Entertainment, the manager of Frontera Productions, LLC.

Alex Witherill – PRODUCER

Alex Witherill is a director at Barclays in San Francisco.  In this role he manages portfolios for ultra-high net worth clients and helps implement various hedging transactions for family offices and hedge funds.  He serves on the San Francisco Film Society Board of Directors.  He has worked on, invested in, produced and/or co-produced a number of films, including Law Abiding Citizen and Drinking Buddies. He is a member of the FRONTERA production company, Ocean Blue Entertainment, LLC.
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