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SYNOPSIS
When their obnoxious and over-served best man, Lumpy (Tyler Labine) unexpectedly dies at their destination wedding in Phoenix, bride and groom Kristin (Jess Weixler) and Scott (Justin Long) are forced to cancel their honeymoon and fly home to the snowy Midwest to arrange for his funeral. But getting Lumpy’s body back to Minneapolis is just the start of their adventure, as the well-intended sacrifice surprises at every turn. And when the newlyweds’ path leads them to a fifteen year-old girl (Addison Timlin) in a small, northern Minnesota town – all bets are off on who Lumpy really was.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – TED KOLAND
A few years back, my brother told me a tragic, yet darkly comic story about a friend of a friend of a friend. It seemed that this distant acquaintance had gotten blotto drunk at a “destination” wedding and was found the next afternoon slumped over a Pachycereus pringlei. Dead. Without knowing anything else about the deceased or what his life had included, I was fairly confident this man would live in infamy as “the guy who died on a cactus.”

Honestly, I felt sorry for him. We all have a friend like Lumpy. And if you don’t, you’ve certainly seen him at a party or a wedding. Surely there had to be more to the guy than his unfortunate death-by-cactus. Surely there’s more to all of us than one moment, good or bad. People are so easily categorized as “the girl who ______” or “that guy who got caught ______.” We get one piece of information and we think we know the whole story. But life is never that simple. Public labeling used to be limited to politicians and celebrities. But in a modern world of texting, Facebook and Twitter, we’re all subject to instant and permanent branding. And we rarely get to choose what that moment is.

I also couldn’t stop thinking about the story from the survivors’ point of view. What would you do if your best man died the night of your wedding reception? There’s an almost ridiculous amount of stress put on weddings today, and I could only imagine the reaction of some of the brides I’ve known. A day designed to be one of the “happiest of our lives” so often ends up defeating its own objective, due to an obsession with recreating an event from the pages of BRIDES magazine.

So who was Lumpy? We live in a world where technology designed to make communication easier, more often takes the place of face-to-face interaction. How can we not lose track of old friends when intermittent texting replaces real conversations and Skyping has become a legitimate substitute for travel? As a society, our social nourishment comes increasingly from a fast-food diet. Maybe Lumpy was a boorish drunk. Maybe he was a bad guy. But maybe –at least to one person—he was a surprise arrival, a new relationship, a lifeline even. How did they meet? What was their connection? Who did he become to her? Was it above board, or did the relationship slide into icy waters?

In Minnesota, as in so much of our country, there’s a great divide between city life and small town America. Farm life is dying. Main Street has been replaced by a big box store just outside town. Drug trade has become industry. And too many promising young minds fall through the cracks. So I wanted to weave the two sides of Lumpy’s world: Ramsey’s “family’ in Lutsen and a relatable bride and groom as our narrators. They may appear to have little in common, but over time we see them struggle with the same issues of money, drugs and loss.

I wrote my first draft in about four weeks in July of 2008. A mild polish that fall added more time with Lumpy in Ramsey’s eulogy. After a couple years and a couple producers attached [and detached], the green light came out of nowhere. By the time we started prep, it was already late February of 2011 and we couldn’t shoot the film without winter. The producers and I quickly realized that the only place we were going to find a frozen, Minnesota lake in March was in… Minnesota. I was ecstatic. In this day and age of production tax incentives, it’s a rarified luxury to shoot your scripted locations –let alone send a postcard to your hometown. And true to form, Old Man Winter dumped a late-in-the-season blizzard on us the second day of shooting.

The Minnesota location was also important because I knew I had a secret weapon: the local talent pool. I grew up in Minnesota when fine arts were an integral part of public education. And in Minneapolis, there are still more theater seats per capita than any other city in the U.S. outside of New York City. The local casting director was fairly shocked when I requested specific actors by name for day player roles, but I was only too happy to call on some of the acting talent I had literally grown-up watching on stage (mostly at The Guthrie).

It’s taken a while to get my first film finished and out into the world, but I can’t help but feel like a lucky storyteller. Not only did I get to make my first film with amazing partners in front of and behind the camera; but I was also able to shoot Minnesota as I know it, and hopefully take the audience on an unexpected, emotional ride they haven’t been on before.

--Ted Koland

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

TED KOLAND (Director, Writer)

Ted Koland’s BEST MAN DOWN premiered at the 2012 Hamptons International Film Festival, and stars Justin Long, Jess Weixler, Tyler Labine and Addison Timlin. The film will be released domestically in 2013 by Magnolia Pictures and internationally through LevelK. In addition to HIFF, the film closed at the 2012 Twin Cities Film Festival.

Ted Koland began his career working in motion picture development and production at Paramount Pictures. After leaving to write full-time, he was hired by 20th Century Fox Television as a staff writer on the internationally syndicated series “Fashion House.” The following year he was given the reins to his own series “Saints & Sinners,” where he served as head writer and supervising producer.

A native of Minnesota, he holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Olaf College in English Literature and Theater. 

BEST MAN DOWN marks Koland’s directorial debut. 
DAVID ABBITT (Producer)

David Abbitt began his entertainment career at the Walt Disney Studios where he began working as a production assistant on the back-lot in 1990, working under the tutelage of Joe Roth, Marty Katz, and Bruce Hendricks. Leaving Disney in 1992, he worked on a number of film and television projects, notably co-producing JIMINY GLICK IN LA LA WOOD starring Martin Short for Gold Circle Films in 2003, where he also worked on such titles as WHITE NOISE starring Michael Keaton, DYSFUNKTIONAL FAMILY starring Eddie Griffin, and Thomas Haden Church’s directorial debut ROLLING KANSAS.

Abbitt became Director of Production for the then-fledgling cable network WCSN (World Championship Sports Network), and later for Universal Sports in 2008, and remained with the company until leaving to found Koda Entertainment in 2010.

Now President and CEO of Koda Entertainment, a Los Angeles-based production company, Abbitt produced the company’s first title BEST MAN DOWN starring Justin Long, Jess Wiexler, Tyler Labine and Addison Timlin, which world premiered at the 2012 Hamptons International Film Festival. The film will be released domestically in 2013 by Magnolia Pictures and internationally sold by Tine Klint and LevelK. In addition to HIFF, the film was also the closing night feature at the 2012 Twin Cities Film Festival.
Under Abbitt’s guidance, Koda Entertainment also helped finance the Red Crown Productions film WHAT MAISIE KNEW starring Julianne Moore, Alexander Skarsgârd, and Steve Coogan. WHAT MAISIE KNEW was an official selection of the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival, and was released domestically by Millennium Films this past spring. 
JEN ROSKIND (Producer)
Jen Roskind is an experienced and dedicated producer, having worked for 15 years on studio and independent films as well as network and cable television. Roskind also co-founded an independent film company, for which she raised capital for film production and development. 

Jen currently oversees and produces content for Richard Rosenblatt’s Demand Media’s You Tube Premium Channel department. 

In 2011, Jen produced Ted Koland’s feature film BEST MAN DOWN starring Justin Long, Tyler Labine, Addison Timlin, Jess Weixler and Frances O’Connor. Koda Entertainment (the financier of BEST MAN DOWN) subsequently recruited Jen as their VP of Production and Development. 

Jen’s recent television work has included producing the half hour single camera pilot presentation “Middle Ages” - starring Julie Benz, Rachael Harris, Mary Birdsong and Bryan Callen – as well as scripted television consulting for Spike TV.  

Previously, Jen co-founded RedBone Films with the aim of producing lower budget films with high production quality. During this time, she worked closely with many Sundance Filmmaker Lab participants, as well as raised private equity to finance and develop projects.

While at RedBone Films, Jen produced Hilary Brougher’s feature film STEPHANIE DALEY starring Tilda Swinton, Amber Tamblyn and Timothy Hutton.  The film premiered at Sundance Film Festival and won the Waldo Salt Screenwriting Award. STEPHANIE DALEY was released theatrically by Regent Entertainment and aired on Lifetime TV.  

Jen’s other credits and job titles include: Production Manager for the New York portion of David Fincher’s PANIC ROOM starring Jodie Foster, Associate Producer on Glenn Gordon Caron’s (creator of Emmy Award-winning “Medium” and “Moonlighting”) CBS TV show “Fling” for Paramount, Co-Producer for Showtime’s documentary “Sunday Driver” and Development Executive/ Office Manager for New Regency Productions.
Jen has Sydney Pollack, Celia Costas (Executive Producer of EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE) and Ronald Schwary (Academy Award winning producer of Robert Redford’s ORDINARY PEOPLE) to thank for mentoring her into the industry. They provided Jen with invaluable experience and exposure on many films such as Betty Thomas’ PRIVATE PARTS (Howard Stern) and 28 DAYS (Sandra Bullock), Marty Brest’s MEET JOE BLACK (Brad Pitt and Anthony Hopkins), Ben Stiller’s ZOOLANDER, Sydney Pollack’s RANDOM HEARTS (Harrison Ford), Griffin Dunne’s ADDICTED TO LOVE (Meg Ryan), Woody Allen’s SWEET AND LOW DOWN (Sean Penn), and Sam Weisman’s THE OUT OF TOWNERS (Goldie Hawn and Steve Martin).

Jen lives in Santa Monica with her husband and two children.  Jen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Tulane University.
SHARYN STEELE (Producer)

Sharyn Steele is an enrolled member of The Ho-Chunk Nation and graduated from Dartmouth College with a double major in English and Film. She went on to receive a Master of the Fine Arts in Producing for Film and Television from the Peter Stark Producing Program at the University of Southern California, where she was the first Native American to attend.

She then held Development Executive positions at Gold Circle Films MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING) and WWE Studios (THE MARINE, 12 ROUNDS) where she oversaw BEHIND ENEMY LINES: COLUMBIA along with feature film television projects. She is currently working as an Independent Producer in Los Angeles, and is also a Film and Production Executive for Base USA.

Her first indie feature film, BEST MAN DOWN, is scheduled for theatrical release in 2013 by Magnolia Pictures.
GRANT MYERS (Editor)

Grant Myers is an American film editor with credits spanning a wide spectrum of genres. 

He began his career in documentary films, editing projects for director Taylor Steele, whose films are often credited with establishing the tone for the 1990’s surf culture/punk revolution.

After moving to Los Angeles to focus on narratives, he’s been involved with several noteworthy films including: Stacy Peralta’s RIDING GIANTS, Fox Searchlight’s ADAM, Michael Keaton’s directorial debut THE MERRY GENTLEMAN, and now Ted Koland’s directorial debut BEST MAN DOWN.

SEAMUS TIERNEY (Director of Photography)

Seamus Tierney is a cinematographer whose love of the image began in photography while he was working for the acclaimed Steven Klein and Glen Luchford. He parlayed that passion into feature films coming up under such renowned mentors as Harris Savides and Chris Doyle. 

Tierney has shot all over the world including Australia, Hong Kong, India, Nepal, Alaska, New Mexico, New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles; in the urban jungle as well as mountain ranges, deserts, and beaches. Tierney has created worlds for the features he has worked on with an emphasis on the story and collaboration with the director.

His work spans all genres including the coming of age Fox Searchlight drama ADAM, the psychological thriller from the writer of DISTURBIA, Christopher Landon, called BURNING PALMS, and the suspenseful action thriller THE NARROWS starring Vincent D’Onofrio. 

The New York Times lauded his work in ADAM and the writer/director/actor Josh Radnor wrote an amazing piece in “Moviemaker” magazine in part about his experience working with Seamus on his debut feature HAPPYTHANKYOUMOREPLEASE, which won the Audience Award at Sundance. He was thrilled to have two new features in Sundance 2013, Lake Bells IN A WORLD…, and V/H/S/2
ABOUT THE CAST

JUSTIN LONG (Scott)

One of the most versatile and prolific actors of his generation, Justin Long has appeared in popular films, television programs, advertising campaigns and Broadway plays. Beginning with the NBC program “Ed,” Long has been a constant and welcome presence to audiences for over a decade. Long has co-starred in such films as the hit comedy DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY, the fourth installment of the DIE HARD franchise, LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD and the cult horror classic DRAG ME TO HELL from director Sam Raimi. Long also appeared as part of the ensemble of the box office hit HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU, worked with Oscar winning filmmaker Robert Redford in THE CONSPIRATOR, and was a romantic lead opposite Drew Barrymore in 2010’s GOING THE DISTANCE.

Long’s upcoming projects include the ensemble drama BEST MAN DOWN, the romantic comedy A CASE OF YOU that he also co-wrote and produced, and the anthology film MOVIE 43. Long also recently appeared in a reoccurring role on the breakout Fox sitcom “The New Girl” and did critically acclaimed work on Broadway in the play “Seminar” opposite Jeff Goldblum.

A graduate of Vassar College, Long also starred in a popular and long-running marketing campaign for Apple computers.
JESS WEIXLER (Kristin)
Jess Weixler is a graduate of the prestigious Julliard School of Drama. Most recently, Weixler wrapped production on the independent on the independent feature LOOK OF LOVE starring Ed Harris, Annette Benning, and Robin Williams. Weixler is currently in production in New York on the feature THE DISAPPEARANCE OF ELEANOR RIGBY written and directed by Ned Benson; she stars alongside Jessica Chastain, William Hurt, James McAvoy, and Isabelle Huppert in this character drama. Earlier in 2012, Weixler starred opposite Jason Ritter in Jason Katims’ NBC pilot “Country.”

In 2011, Weixler wrapped production on FREE SAMPLES with Jesse Eisenberg (Tribeca 2012), and SOMEBODY UP THERE LIKES ME with Nick Offerman and Keith Paulson (SXSW 2012 Narrative Competition). Other selected feature credits for Weixler include Joe Sawnberg’s ALEXANDER THE LAST, PETER AND VANDY (Sundance 2009), and THE BIG BAD SWIM.

In 2007, for her work for the provocative feature TEETH, Weixler was awarded the Special Jury Prize for Acting at the Sundance Film Festival, as well as the Rising Star Award at the Hampton’s International Film Festival. At Julliard, Weixler created an impressive list of classical and contemporary roles including starring in Studio Dante’s production of SAFE and the Rattlestick Playwrights Theatre production of STAY.

TYLER LABINE (Lumpy)

Nurturing an impressive body of work that encompasses comedy and drama, Tyler Labine’s career continues to evolve with exciting and challenging projects, and he seems poised to have a break-out year.

Labine just wrapped work on the film SOMEONE MARRY BARRY. He was also recently seen in the NBC comedy “Animal Practice,” based on a gifted veterinarian who hates the pet owners, in which he played Dr. Doug Jackson, a vet who’s great with animals but luckless in romantic matters.

In 2011, Labine starred in three feature films. He played Franklin, lab partner to James Franco’s character, in the summer box office hit THE RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES, and brought the funny in the comedy A GOOD OLD FASHIONED ORGY (starring alongside Jason Sudeikis). Additionally, Tyler starred as Dale in TUCKER AND DALE VS EVIL. His other film credits include MY BOSS’S DAUGHTER with Ashton Kutcher, ZACH AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO with Seth Rogan, FLYBOYS, TRIXIE, and ANTITRUST. 

A native of Canada, Labine began his career at the age of nine booking parts on television and professional theatre in Toronto, Ontario. He moved to Vancouver, British Columbia and continued to work in television and film. He currently splits his time between Vancouver and Los Angeles.
ADDISON TIMLIN (Ramsey)

Addison Timlin made her screen debut in the 2005 film DERAILED opposite Clive Owen and Melissa George. Timlin starred in the critically acclaimed AFTERSCHOOL, which premiered at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival as part of the Un Certain Regard program. Timlin guest starred in a recurring role on Showtime’s hit comedy “Californication,” where she played David Duchovny’s starlet girlfriend, Sasha Bingham.

Timlin is certain to be even more visible in 2013. She will be part of the ensemble comedy THE BOUNCEBACK. She co-stars alongside Oscar winners Al Pacino, Christopher Walken and Alan Arkin in the mob comedy STAND UP GUYS. And she stars in the Stephen Sommers adaptation of Dean Koontz’s novel ODD THOMAS with Anton Yelchin and Willem Dafoe. 
Timlin will next be seen in ABC’s highly anticipated drama series “Zero Hour” starring alongside Anthony Edwards. 
FRANCES O’CONNOR (Jaime)

Golden Globe nominee Frances O’Connor has gone on to capture the attention of audiences worldwide, demonstrating her versatility as an actress in all mediums including film, television and theater. 

O’Connor is currently shooting the recently renewed ITV/PBS series “Selfridges” opposite Jeremy Piven. Prior to that, she completed the indie film EMANUAL AND THE TRUTH ABOUT FISHES for director Francesca Gregorini opposite Jessica Biel and Alfred Molina; the Billy Bob Thornton directed feature JAYNE MANSFIELD’S CAR opposite Robert Duvall, Kevin Bacon, John Hurt and Billy Bob; and the US feature LITTLE RED WAGON for director David Anspaugh.

She was last seen in the Aussie features THE HUNTER opposite Willem Dafoe and Sam Neill, and BLESSED opposite Miranda Otto and Deborah-Lee Furness, for which she won Best Actress at the Australian Film Institute Awards (the Aussie equivalent of the Oscar). On television she made a splash starring on the ABC series “Cashmere Mafia” executive produced by Darren Starr.

O’Connor came to International attention with her first non-Australian film in 1999 as Franny Price in Patricia Rozema’s adaptation of MANSFIELD PARK opposite Embeth Davidtz and Alessandro Novola. In 2001, O’Connor received a Golden Globe nomination for Best Performance by an Actress in a Miniseries or Motion Picture Made for Television for her starring role in the BBC Miniseries, “Madame Bovary.” These two remarkable performances caught the attention of Steven Spielberg who would later cast her to star opposite Jude Law in A.I. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE as the mother of Haley Joel Osment. 
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