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SYNOPSIS
POSSIBILITIES is an intimate documentary about Herbie Hancock and his in-studio collaborations with a dozen formidable pop recording artists, collaborations that explore the unexpected, like jazz improvisations.  

The film is also about how Herbie’s unique worldview shapes a creative environment that encourages artists to step outside the velvet prison of easy expectations.  “The hip stuff,” Herbie tells Trey Anastasio, in a scene from the film, “is outside the comfort zone.” 

POSSIBILITIES follows Herbie over a year and a half collaborating with musical icons Carlos Santana, Sting, Angelique Kidjo, Annie Lennox and Paul Simon, young superstars Christina Aguilera, John Mayer, Trey Anastasio and Jonny Lang and newcomers Joss Stone, Raul Midon, Damien Rice and Lisa Hannigan 

The film also puts Herbie’s latest work in the context of his extraordinary musical career, and includes rarely seen archival footage of Herbie with the Miles Davis Quintet in 1962; Herbie leading his Headhunters with their hit tune, “Chameleon”; Herbie’s classic video for “Rockit”; and never-before-seen duets of Herbie and Wayne Shorter playing for peace in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 2005 on the 60th anniversary of the atomic explosions. 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
Doug Biro (Director)

Biro is a producer/director at his own company, Mad Dog Films.  He recently produced and directed two feature-length music films/DVDs:  “Possibilities”—the story of Herbie Hancock’s collaborations with ten star artists (to be released theatrically and DVD by HD Net Films in April ’06); and “Away From The Sun”— a concert film/documentary about the multi-platinum Mississippi rock band, 3 Doors Down (released in November ’05) .  

In September ’03, Biro produced a 24-HD-camera shoot of Dave Matthews Band: The Central Park Concert and the best-selling concert DVD from the shoot.  He produced three other Dave Matthews Band DVDs—“The Videos 1994-2001.”  “Live at Folsom Field” and “The Gorge.” In ’04, he produced and directed the concert DVD “OLD97’s LIVE.” In December ’05 he directed an HD shoot of Norah Jones in concert. He’s directed videos for Kings of Leon, Damien Rice, Christina Aguilera, ‘N Sync, The Calling and Lizz Wright.  And recent EPKs or performance clips for Kelly Clarkson, Queen Latifah, , Rachael Yamagata, Gavin Degraw, Ben Kweller, Ray LaMontagne, Raul Midon, the East Village Opera Company and Nigel Kennedy.

From ’95 to ’03, Biro was vice-president/creative director at RCA Records / BMG Entertainment overseeing the label’s music videos, tv and print advertising and various film  projects.  Under his creative direction, videos for Christina Aguilera, Foo Fighters (2000 Grammy winner for best video), ‘N Sync, David Gray, Dave Matthews Band and The Strokes were among the most played at both MTV and VH1. In late 2002,   he creative-directed the package design and tv/printcampaign for ELVIS 30#1 HITS —including the campaign theme BEFORE ANYONE DID ANYTHING, ELVIS DID EVERYTHING.  This global campaign helped achieve worldwide sales of 10 million units.

Before joining RCA,  Biro was senior vice-president/senior creative director at McCann-Erickson Worldwide in New York and Tokyo where he supervised the $150 million Coca-Cola account  (10 different  brands) as well as the Levi's and Gillette accounts. 

The "Bladeroller"  Coke spot he wrote  (directed by David Fincher) was among the world's most award-winning commercials in 1993 and was the first tv spot to be added to the permanent collection at the Museum of Modern Art (MOMA) in New York.  His “My First Coke" spot was a London International Film Festival winner.  And the series of David Lynch-directed “Twin Peaks” spots he wrote for Georgia Coffee  (canned coffee from Coca-Cola) also won numerous international awards. 

After graduating as an English literature major from Colgate University, Biro was a police reporter at the Daily Record newspaper in Morristown, New Jersey. 
Jon Fine (Director)
Jon Fine is a filmmaker and musician. His latest film, “Flavio,” shot in Bahia, explores the fate of children growing up in a society that thrives on child labor.  The docu-drama was awarded Best Short Film at the Woodstock Film Festival.  He has directed music videos for Lizz Wright, Raul Midon, Soulive and Kaki King. 

In addition to his work as a director he works as a DP and cameraman having filmed on Bill Moyers series “Becoming American: The Chinese Experience”, Marc Levin’s “Protocols of Zion” and Norman Lear’s “Citizen Andre”, a film which followed Andre 3000 as he traversed the 2004 political landscape. 

In 2001, Fine formed Freed Pictures, a production company with which he produces films, music videos and documentaries. He is currently developing a screenplay based on the stories of a band of jazz musicians from Harlem sent to fight in the first world war.

Alex Gibney (Producer)
An Emmy Award-winning writer, producer and director, Alex Gibney recently wrote, directed and produced the Oscar-nominated film, “Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room” (Magnolia Pictures). He produced POSSIBILITIES a film about Herbie Hancock,“ and is writing a fiction film.  As a director, he has started production on two new films, “Going, Going Gonzo,” about Hunter Thompson and “Taxi to the Dark Side,” about American foreign policy. 

In 2004 Gibney produced “Lightning in a Bottle” a film directed by Antoine Fuqua, which premiered in 2004 at the Berlin Film Festival and which was released by Sony Classics. 

In 2003, Gibney served as the Series Producer for “The Blues,” an Emmy-nominated series of seven films in association with executive producer Martin Scorsese.  The directors for “The Blues” were: Charles Burnett, Clint Eastwood, Mike Figgis, Marc Levin, Richard Pearce, Martin Scorsese and Wim Wenders.  Gibney also produced “The Soul of a Man,” the film by Wim Wenders for that series (also an official selection at the Cannes Film Festival), and was awarded a Grammy for producing the 5-CD box set based on the series. 

His recent credits include the theatrical documentary for the BBC and First Run Features “The Trials of Henry  Kissinger” (Writer/Producer); “Jimi Hendrix and the Blues” (Director/Producer); the HBO documentary, “Soldiers in the Army of God,” (Senior Producer), about the radical fringe of the anti-abortion movement; “Speak Truth to Power”(Producer), a PBS special about human rights defenders starring Alec Baldwin, Sigourney Weaver, John Malkovich and Kevin Kline; “Brooklyn Babylon,”(Executive Producer) a feature film directed by Marc Levin and featuring the Grammy Award-winning, hip-hop group ‘The Roots’; “The Huntress” (Executive Producer)  a TV movie written by Bruno Heller (HBO’s “Rome”) and, subsequently, a TV series for the USA Network; “Sexual Century,” (writer, director, series producer), a six-part documentary series for ITV and the CBC; “The Fifties” (writer/director/producer), an 8-hour documentary mini-series based on the best-selling book by Pulitzer Prize-winning author David Halberstam; and “The Pacific Century” (writer/director/producer), a 10-hour documentary series that was honored with an Emmy, two Emmy nominations and the prestigious duPont-Columbia Award for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism.  His work has also appeared on the Emmy and Peabody Award-winning series, “ESPN’s Sports Century,” and the Emmy Award-winning series FRONTLINE, for PBS. Member of WGA and DGA.  A graduate of Yale University (B.A.), Gibney also attended the UCLA Graduate School of Film and Television. 
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HERBIE HANCOCK’S POSSIBILITIES

Artists in order of Appearance:

Herbie Hancock

Christina Aguilera

Sting

John Mayer

Raul Midon

Trey Anastasio

Damien Rice

Lisa Hannigan

Carlos Sanatana

Angelique Kidjo

Paul Simon

Brian Eno

Greg Phillinganes

Annie Lennox

Jonny Lang

Joss Stone

Wayne Shorter

Lionel Louke

Directed and photographed by Doug Biro & Jon Fine

Produced by Alex Gibney, Doug Biro and Alan Mintz

Producers Joana Vicente & Jason Kliot

Executive Producers Todd Wagner & Mark Cuban

Co-Executive Producers Jack Rovner and Ken Levitan

Co- Producer Eva Orner

Supervising Editor

Alison Ellwood


Editor:  


Jon Fine

Music Supervisor

John McCullough

Assistant Editor

Lindy Jankura

Rebecca Asher.....….....additional camera

Jeff Myers........……......additional camera

Kelvin Richard......……additional camera

Paul Greenhouse……...additional camera

Additional Sound Recording.............................ty bertrand  

Additional Sound Recording..............................allan feurbach  

Boom.........................carl rouston

Boom.........................ben collete

Paul Greenhouse.....additonal editing

Japan 

John Junkerman

Segment Producer

Keisuke Kimura

2nd Camera and sound

Maki  Murata ..................japan production coordinator

PA........................Natasha Benjamin

PA.........................Daniel Levin

PA.........................Erin Draper

PA.........................Jennifer Jewel

PA.........................Kennet Dahl

Production Coordinators
Crystal Whelan, Melinda Murphy and Jessica Hancock 

Ben Fine.................................Titles

Color Correction

ken sirulnick @ Glue Design

Track Laying


Margaret Crimmins

Mix



Tony Volante 





Sound Lounge

Legal Counsel..........................................Jackie Eckhouse

Dan Hacker..........................HD edit technical support

Intern



Will Menaker
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Archival footage courtesy of:

MacDonald & Associates 

Historic Films Archive, LLC

M.T.H. Productions, Michael Holman

Sony BMG Music Entertainment

National Archives

Sesame Street excerpts provided courtesy of Sesame Workshop (New York, New York).

Miles Davis performing on “Jazz Gehort Und Gesehen (Live in Karlsruhe)  and Miles Davis performing on “Live In Stockholm, Sweden” licensed exclusively by Reelin’ In The Years Productions LLC on behalf of SWR

“A Song For You” featuring Christina Aguilera

 

Written by Leon Russell

Published by Irving Music

Christina Aguilera appears courtesy of the RCA Records Label

“Stitched Up” featuring John Mayer

 

Written by John Mayer and Herbie Hancock

Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing and Hancock Music

John Mayer appears courtesy of Aware Records, LLC/Columbia Records

“I Just Called To Say I Love You” featuring Raul Midón

Harmonica solo by Stevie Wonder

 

Written by Stevie Wonder

Published by Jobete Music Co., Inc.
Produced by Greg Phillinganes and Herbie Hancock


Raul Midón appears courtesy of Manhattan Records

Stevie Wonder appears courtesy of Motown Records, a division of UMG Recordings, Inc.

“Gelo Na Montanha” – 1st Movement” featuring Trey Anastasio

 

Written by Trey Anastasio/Herbie Hancock/Cyro Baptista

Published by  Seven Below, Inc, Hancock Music, Out Of My Mind/ BMI
“Don’t Explain” featuring Damien Rice and Lisa Hannigan

Written by Arthur Herzog and Billie Holiday

Published by Songs of Universal Inc.

Damien Rice appears courtesy of Vector Recordings, LLC/Warner Bros. Records Inc. and 14th Floor Records

“Safiatou” featuring Santana and Angélique Kidjo

Written by Mamadou Sissoko
Published by  Buda Musique

Carlos Santana appears courtesy of Artista Records, LLC, a unit of Sony BMG Music Entertainment

 “I Do It For Your Love” featuring Paul Simon

 

Written by Paul Simon

Published by Paul Simon Music

Paul Simon performs courtesy of Warner Bros. Records

"Let Me In" by Brian Eno and Herbie Hancock

Published by Opal Music London (PRS) except in N. American & Canada  

by Upala Music Inc. (BMI).

Brian Eno appears courtesy of Opal Ltd.

“Hush, Hush, Hush” featuring Annie Lennox

 

Written by Paula Cole

Published by Ensign Music Corp. and Hingface Music

Annie Lennox appears courtesy of Sony BMG Music Entertainment (Germany) GmbH

“When Love Comes To Town” featuring Jonny Lang and Joss Stone

Written by Adam Clayton, David Evans, Paul David Hewson and Laurence Mullen

Published by Universal Polygram International Publishing Inc.

Jonny Lang appears courtesy of A&M Records

Joss Stone appears courtesy of EMI Music N.A.

 “Sister Moon” featuring Sting

 

Written by Sting

Published by EMI Music Publishing Ltd. 

Sting appears courtesy of A&M Records
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