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SYNOPSIS
YONKERS JOE is an exciting, high-stakes con film and moving family drama written and directed by Robert Celestino, and starring Academy Award-nominee Chazz Palminteri, Academy Award-winner Christine Lahti, Tom Guiry (THE BLACK DONNELLYS), Golden Globe-nominee Linus Roache, and Academy Award-nominee Michael Lerner. An ode to old time gamblers, now outdated in an age of powerful upscale casinos, YONKERS JOE tells the story of a dice hustler (Palminteri) whose determination to make one last grab for a big score in Vegas is complicated by the reappearance of his estranged, mentally challenged son into his life.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – ROBERT CELESTINO
When I was young my dream was to become a magician.  I would go to Ace’s Magic Shop in Manhattan and learn all I could.  I was fascinated by slight of hand and humbled by the masters.  I became very good with the cards and was known as the kid with the fast hands.  One day a sharp looking, very large gent of about 55 came into the shop and Big Eddie, the owner, asked if I would put on a demonstration for him.  His name was Benny Jumbo and I happily agreed.  I showed him my “false shuffle” my “palm grip” and how well I dealt a “second.”  The man looked at me and said, “You ain’t gonna make no money in magic, kid -- come with me.”

This began my journey into the world of card and dice mechanics.  Benny Jumbo brought me to clambakes and stag parties.  He and his loyal crew would go anywhere at anytime.  They would cut into a rough and tumble craps game and switch dice like they had a license to do it.  I couldn’t believe the moves they made right in front of the players.  I couldn’t see them switching the dice but I almost always saw them going to their pockets to get them.  My first reaction was to stand behind Benny with a cape -- so no one would see him going in and out of his jacket and pants.  That’s when Benny told me one of the most profound truisms I’ve ever heard.  He said “You see it, because you’re looking...”  My reaction was “Of course I’m looking... isn’t everyone?”  No, he said.  “Our job is to put the player to sleep.  Forgot about getting caught -- we can’t even afford suspicion.  Players aren’t actors.  When something isn’t right they show in their faces and that’s when we put them to sleep.  We make “false moves”, show them that there’s nothing in our hands.  We make them doubt what they saw and if that’s not enough (it almost always is) then we’ll blow back a few bucks.  We never spot moving.  Unlike a magician, a mechanic doesn’t show off.  We move when they’re not looking.”  

At that moment I realized two things, 1) What they do is not for me -- probably because I’m a show-off.  2) These men aren’t thieves, not in a traditional sense -- rather they are practical craftsmen who do a days work to make a days pay.  Unlike what we’ve seen in movies before, these guys are not colorful con men taking down million dollar scams.  They’re inconspicuous blue color guys who put their balls behind their craft in order to make a few bucks.  And they hustle seven days a week -- All of them doing the best to stay under the radar.  This is not to say that there is never a problem.  None of these men get to their level of expertise without taking a few blows -- and pending danger always looms over them.  

I was fortunate to watch these men, to observe their behavior and become accustomed to their rituals.  These men from a fascinating subculture that exists in the underbelly of our society.  These are the men of YONKERS JOE.      

ABOUT THE CAST
CHAZZ PALMINTERI – Yonkers Joe

Chazz Palminteri (born May 15, 1952) is an Oscar-nominated American actor and writer.

Palminteri, a Sicilian/Italian American was born Calogero Lorenzo Palminteri in the Bronx, New York. He has appeared in several popular feature films, including A Bronx Tale, Analyze This, The Usual Suspects, and most recently in the 2006 Sundance film festival hit, A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints. He was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor in 1994 for Woody Allen’s Bullets Over Broadway.

 As a playwright, Palminteri authored A Bronx Tale and Faithful, and as a screenwriter, he adapted both of these stage productions into motion pictures. A Bronx Tale, which Palminteri has claimed to be semi-autobiographical, is particularly relevant to his career. Because he had spent the majority of his acting career in small character roles, he sold the play's film rights to Robert De Niro, with the condition that Palminteri himself be allowed to play the role of Machiavellian mafia boss Sonny. This was his first notable major role in cinema.  It was also Robert De Niro’s directorial debut.

 In 2001 Palminteri starred in a made for TV movie “Boss of Bosses”, in which he played the role of real life mobster Paul Castellano.  He also has had starring roles in features such as Running Scared, Poolhall Junkies, Mulholland Drive, and Diaboligue, as well as Independent film roles in the critically recognized Hurrlyburly and The Perez Family.

 He made his directorial debut with the 2002 television film “Women vs. Men”. He also directed the 2004 film Noel, starring Paul Walker, Penelope Cruz, Susan Sarandon, and Alan Arkin.

Palminteri is also well known to playing a mob boss in several commercials for Vanilla Coke in 2002, opposite celebrities such as Simon Cowell and Missy Elliott. In contrast to several roles as Mafia boss, he portrayed anti-Mafia prosecutor Giovanni Falcone in the 1999 movie Excellent Cadavers.

He lives in Bedford, New York.
CHRISTINE LAHTI - Janice

A tall, attractive radiant performer, Christine Lahti moved to NYC in 1973, beginning an impressive career that has spanned film, theater and television. Her breakthrough theatrical role came in the Off-Broadway production of David Mamet's "The Woods" (1978). Lahti's TV debut came as a co-star of the 1978 ABC movie-pilot "Dr Scorpion", and she followed quickly with a short stint as a series regular on "The Harvey Korman Show" (ABC, 1978) before her work in the TV-movie "The Last Tenant" (ABC, 1978) caught the eye of producer-director Norman Jewison, who cast her as Al Pacino's lawyer girlfriend in her first feature,  ... And Justice for All. (1979).

 She gained considerable attention with her portrayal of Goldie Hawn's neighbor and co-worker, an aspiring singer, in 1984's Swing Shift.  Lahti walked off with the picture, earning great reviews and a Best Supporting Actress Oscar nomination. A similar role as a single career woman befriended by a married woman (Mary Tyler Moore) who learns they share a man in common in the soapy tearjerker Just Between Friends. (1986) threatened to typecast her but she broke the mold as the free-spirited aunt who inspires her nieces in Housekeeping (1987). Lahti confirmed her status as a forceful screen presence as a 60s radical coping with the stresses of a life on the lam in Sidney Lumet's intense Running on Empty (1988). 

The small screen has offered her many meaty roles. Critics applauded her work and she received such honors as an Emmy nomination as a repressed woman who blossoms when she falls in love with an East German operative in the controversial ABC miniseries "Amerika" (1987), a Golden Globe Award as the matriarch of a family forced to live on the streets in "No Place Like Home" (CBS, 1989) and a CableACE Award as a conservative educator who finds unlikely romance with an Hispanic janitor in "Crazy from the Heart" (TNT, 1991), directed by her husband Thomas Schlamme.

After a stunning turn in the Off-Broadway play "Three Hotels" in 1992, Lahti took a hiatus to give birth to twins. Returning to a shortage of good offers prompted her to reevaluate her career. Taking a different tack, she moved behind the cameras to make her directorial debut with Lieberman in Love (1995). Co-starring as a prostitute opposite Danny Aiello, she earned an Oscar for Best Live Action Short Film. Though she had once spurned the interest of the creators of NBC's "Cheers", thinking a TV series would be "selling out", she convinced the folks at "Chicago Hope" that she was just the person to replace Mandy Patinkin. The daughter of a surgeon, Lahti had played doctors onscreen in "Whose Life Is It Anyway?" (1979) and 1989's "Gross Anatomy", but she found her niche in 1995 when she joined the CBS series as the complicated, ambitious cardiothoracic surgeon and feminist, Dr Kathryn Austin. The role earned her four consecutive Emmy nominations as Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series from 1996 to 1999, with a victory in 1998; she also famously won a Golden Globe for the role in 1998, and was forced to rush out of the ladies' room and scurry red-faced onto the stage to collect her trophy.

 After "Chicago Hope" concluded, the actress kept busy in a variety of made-for-television projects, including the Goldie Hawn-helmed drama about small town secrets "Hope" (1997); writer-director Stephen Tolkin's smart biopic about a religious woman who kills a camp counselor after discovering he molested her son, "Judgment Day: The Ellie Nesler Story" (1999); and the Wendy Wasserstein-penned tale of a prominent Senator's daughter nominated for the post of Surgeon General who comes under a media attack for minor transgressions in "An American Daughter" (2000).

 The actress then stepped behind the camera to direct her first indie feature My First Mister (2001), a lighthearted, well-reviewed tale of a 17-year-old misfit (Leelee Sobieski) and her relationship with a neurotic middle aged man (Albert Brooks). After strong turns headlining a string of telepics on various networks and cable outlets--including "The Pilot's Wife," "Women Vs. Men" (both 2002), "Open House," "Out of the Ashes" (both 2003), "The Book of Ruth" and "Revenge of the Middle Aged Woman" (both 2004), Lahti returned to series television to play Grace McCallister, the fiery, strong-willed, pot-smoking college professor mother of two teen sons, one of whom whill eventually become the U.S. President, in The WB drama "Jack & Bobby" (2004-), executive produced by Schlamme. 

 Lahti most recently has been featured on “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip” and will be seen in the upcoming film Smart People co starring Dennis Quaid, Sarah Jessica Parker, and Thomas Hayden Church.

THOMAS GUIRY – Joe Jr.

Thomas Guiry was born October 12th, 1981, in Trenton, New Jersey.  His acting debut in a movie was in The Sandlot in 1993, when he was 11 years old.  Along with the rest of the cast, he was given a Young Artist Award for best Youth Ensemble in a Motion Picture.  The film also went on to gross close to 32 million dollars.

From there Guiry landed roles in Lassie in 1994, The Last Home Run in 1996, Wrestling with Alligators in 1998, Ride with the Devil in 1999, and starred in two war themed movies in 2000 with U-571 and Tigerland directed by Joel Shumacher.

In 2001 Guiry once again was cast as a soldier in Ridley Scott’s Black Hawk Down. He also starred in the Sundance Film Festival standout Scotland, PA that year.

In 2003 Guiry returned to Sundance with a strong performance in The Mudge Boy.  Later that year, he was cast as the troubled teen in the Clint Eastwood directed Mystic River.  As the movie ended up receiving 6 Academy Award Nominations with two wins, it was the kind of breakout role that Guiry needed as he was maturing into a young adult. 

In 2005 he co-starred in Thinkfilms Strangers with Candy and once again returned to Sundance Film Festival in 2006 with a starring role in Steel City.

Guiry recently starred in “The Black Donnellys” on NBC in 2007 by the Academy Award winning writers, director, and producers of the movie Crash.
MICHAEL LERNER – Stanley

Michael Lerner (born June 22, 1941) is an Academy-Award nominated American character actor. Lerner was born in Brooklyn, New York of Romanian Jewish descent. He was raised in Bensonhurst and Red Hook. After graduating from the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art, Lerner began participating in a number plays in San Francisco.

During the seventies, Lerner began making several guest appearances in shows such as “The Brady Bunch”, “The Odd Couple” and “ M*A*S*H”.  In 1970 Michael made his film debut in the Donald Sutherland picture Alex in Wonderland. He then went to appear in supporting roles in various Hollywood movies such as Robert Redford's The Candidate, Charles Bronson's St. Ives and Jack Nicholson's The Postman Always Rings Twice. In 1991, after co-starring in the Eddie Murphy comedy Harlem Nights, Michael played film producer Jack Lipnick in the Coen Brothers' Barton Fink, a performance for which he received an Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor.

Michael's recent projects include the Christmas comedy Elf and Poster Boy, as well as appearing in television programs such as “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit” and “Entourage.”

LINUS ROACHE – Teddy

Linus Roache first gained American recognition as the title character in the Antonia Bird's controversial Priest. He followed this up with Iain Softley's screen adaptation of the classic Henry James novel, The Wings of the Dove, starring opposite Helena Bonham Carter. He’s also starred opposite Angelina Jolie and Clive Owen in Martin Campbell's Beyond Borders and opposite Julianne Moore in Joseph Ruben's The Forgotten and Ian Hart in John Furse's Blind Flight. Other films include John Polson's Siam Sunset, Gregory Hoblit's Hart's War opposite Bruce Willis, The Chronicles of Riddick opposite Vin Diesel, and Julian Temple's Pandaemonium, for which Roache won the Best Actor award at the Evening Standard Film Awards. 

Roache has starred most recently in Sydney Lumet’s Find Me Guilty opposite Vin Diesel, in Mia Nair’s The Namesake with Kal Penn, and in Christopher Nolan’s Batman Begins with Christian Bale, Katie Holmes, Gary Oldman, and Morgan Freeman.

Roache received a Golden Globe nomination for his portrayal of Robert Kennedy in the F/X television film “RFK”, and also co-starred in HBO's award-winning “The Gathering Storm”. His other television projects include leading roles in “Shot Through the Heart” (also for HBO) and the BBC miniseries “Seaforth.”  He was also recently seen in the television series “Kidnapped” and will be seen in the upcoming series “Canterbury’s Law.”  Currently he is starring as a regular on the hit series “Law and Order.”

His extensive theatrical experience includes Richard II and Coriolanus opposite Ralph Fiennes at London's Almeida Theatre and the Brooklyn Academy of Music.

MICHAEL RISPOLI – Mickey

Often cast as Italian-Americans, Michael Rispoli has proved a consummate character player, adding to the performances of the lead actors, while shining considerably in scene-stealing moments that showed his capability to carry a film. Fair-haired with a tendency towards roundness and an unmistakable New York ethnic look, Rispoli was frequently cast as the tough-next-door, or a wannabe wise guy. He played these roles well, giving his characters added depth and additional dimensions. Rispoli's film debut in a featured role as tragic Nicky Falconetti in Nancy Savoca's Household Saints (1993) proved him a notable talent. Rispoli gave a remarkable performance as a soldier returned from the war having a hard time reacquainting himself with civilian society. While a supporting rather than a starring role, Rispoli's character was one of the more indelible aspects of the film. He next gave a strong supporting performance in following year's emotional drama Angie, starring Geena Davis.

 In 1995, Rispoli gave a brilliant breakthrough comedic performance in the successful romantic comedy While You Were Sleeping, playing Sandra Bullock's tenacious lovestruck neighbor Joe Jr. As the obnoxious and overbearing Joe Jr, Rispoli stole every scene he was featured in, and managed to make the otherwise creepy character especially endearing. Also that year he was featured in a lower profile role in Gus Van Sant's black comedy To Die For. The following year saw him turn in solid performances with supporting roles in The Juror and Homeward Bound II: Lost In San Francisco. In 1997 the actor starred in the Canadian independent film His and Hers, a zany comedy starring Liev Schreiber and directed by Hal Salwen. That same year he was featured in the disaster film Volcano. 1998 was a busy year for the actor, who turned in higher profile supporting roles in Snake Eyes and Rounders, marking his most high-profile work in mainstream film since While You Were Sleeping. He also has a smaller role as a detective who clashes with Stephen Baldwin's unorthodox Bo Dietl One Tough Cop.

 Rispoli would next tackle a featured role in Spike Lee's Summer of Sam (1999), with a frighteningly dead-on portrayal of a neighborhood tough looking to take down the serial killer terrorizing New York City in this Bronx 1977-set drama. This role would garner the often overlooked actor much-deserved acclaim and notice, identifying him as one to watch. He replaced actor Daniel Baldwin in the cast of the romantic comedy It Had to Be You (lensed 1998) and starred as a factory worker in the 1956-set independent drama Two Family House (2000).  Most recently Rispoli played significant supporting roles in Invincible with Mark Wahlberg, The Weather Man with Nicolas Cage, and Mr. 3000 with Bernie Mac.

 In addition to his film work, Rispoli spent many years on stage, performing with the Steppenwolf Theater and co-founding the Willow Cabin Theater Company. WCTC staged a production of "Wilder, Wilder, Wilder--3 by Thornton" that moved to off-Broadway and later to Broadway, earning a Tony nomination. Rispoli has appeared in New York and regional theater, acting in productions of "Macbeth", "Tartuffe" and "A Midsummer Night's Dream" as well as working as an understudy in the revival "Balm in Giliad".

Rispoli also appeared extensively on television, working early in his career on the daytime dramas "One Life to Live" (ABC) and "Another World" (NBC). In 1995 he starred in the short-lived Fox series "The Great Defender", playing the street-smart Lou Frischetti, a nonconformist but highly effective attorney. The following year saw him on CBS with the even shorter lived "My Guys", a New York City-set sitcom starring Rispoli as a widowed father of two. An overly formulaic and crude sitcom, its cancellation would prove a boon to the miscast actor. In 1998, he guest starred in the popular NBC dramas "Law & Order" and "ER". "Scarred City", a police thriller feature starring Rispoli screened at Cannes and premiered on HBO later that year in lieu of theatrical release. In 1999 the versatile actor guest starred on HBO's acclaimed original series "The Sopranos" and also was featured in an episode of "Touched By an Angel" (CBS). In 1999. Rispoli landed the role of a veteran cop partnered with a rookie in the short-lived Fox police drama "Ryan Caulfield: Year One". In 2002, he co-starred in the television series "Bram and Alice."
ROMA MAFFIA – Santini

From a hit new television drama to a medley of feature films, Roma Maffia graces the entertainment mediums with her trademark sophistication and charismatic appeal.

Roma started her acting career performing off-Broadway, off-off Broadway and in regional productions ranging from Shakespeare to Sam Shephard. At a benefit reading for the New Group in New York, she was asked by casting director Jane Jenkins to audition for a role in director Ron Howard's feature film The Paper, and found a career mentor in Howard.

When The Paper opened in Los Angeles, Roma took her first trip to Hollywood and her career quickly flourished. She soon met television producer David E. Kelley, who cast her as Adam Arkin's secretary, Angela, in his new series, "Chicago Hope" (1994).

During her one season on "Chicago Hope" (1994), Maffia landed a plum role in the Barry Levinson film Disclosure as a sexual-harassment lawyer, Katherine Alvarez. Garnering rave reviews for her performance, Roma quickly landed feature film roles in director John Badham's Nick of Time (1995), playing a kidnapper opposite Christopher Walken and Johnny Depp; and Eraser (1996) with Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Additional feature credits include Holes (2003); I Am Sam (2001) with Sean Penn and Michelle Pfeiffer; Things You Can Tell Just by Looking at Her (2000) with Glenn Close and Holly Hunter; Double Jeopardy (1999) opposite Ashley Judd; and Kiss the Girls (1997) with Morgan Freeman.

For television, Roma played the dedicated and intelligent Grace Alvarez, forensic pathologist for the Violent Crimes Task Force for four seasons on NBC's primetime series "Profiler" (1996). Her telefilm credits include “Her Costly Affair” (1996) (TV) (aka "Consensual Relations") for NBC; HBO's “Mistrial” (1996) (TV) with Bill Pullman; and Showtime's” The Defenders: Payback(1997) (TV). She had a recurring role on NBC's "ER" (1994), and she has guest-starred on numerous television shows, including NBC's "The West Wing" (1999), HBO's "The Sopranos" (1999) and NBC's "Law & Order" (1990).

Roma currently portrays the smart, no-nonsense anesthesiologist, Dr. Liz Cruz, on the hit FX drama, "Nip/Tuck" (2003). 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
WRITER/DIRECTOR-ROBERT CELESTINO

Robert Celestino, graduate of New York’s famed New School and the Center of Media Arts in Manhattan, exudes the heart and soul of the New York film community in a gritty manner that transforms character driven screenplays into life on the screen.

Mr. Celestino’s fascination with obsessive and extreme behavior is established with his award-winning film “Mr.Vincent” which premiered at the 1997 Sundance Film Festival.  The film then made its mark at festivals around the world.  It won the Critics’ Award for best film at the Scermi di Amore Film Festival in Italy and the Best Dramatic Feature Award at the Long Island Film Festival. “Mr. Vincent” was also nominated by Movie Maker Magazine for the Breakthrough Award, and the 1998 Someone to watch Independent Spirit Award.  

Robert is now continuing his streak of unique and fascinating portraits of compelling characters challenged by unexpected circumstances with his new film “Yonkers Joe”, which premiered in April at the 2008 Tribeca Film Festival.

Robert’s short films include “No Promises,” “X-Factor - Portrait of a Stuntman,” “True Convictions” and “Stone’s Law”.  In television, he recently completed writing and directing the pilot episode for Alternate Realities.

Robert currently resides in New York with his wife and son.
PRODUCER – TRENT OTHICK

Trent Othick serves as President and partner of GO Productions, an independently financed film, television, and theater company formed with casino operator John Gaughan in early 2007.   Before founding GO Productions, Trent was the President and founding partner of Insomnia Entertainment, backed by former Golden Nugget owners Tim Poster and Tom Breitling, as well as Frank and Lorenzo Fertitta, owners of Station Casinos and The Ultimate Fight Championship.  Othick's producing portfolio includes: the upcoming feature film YONKERS JOE starring Academy Award Nominee Chazz Palminteri and Academy Award winner Christine Lahti, the feature film STANDING STILL starring Academy Award nominee Amy Adams, and the teen comedy VEGAS BABY starring Kal Penn. Othick also co-created and executive produced Fox's THE CASINO with Mark Burnett, produced the Broadway play “A Bronx Tale” that is currently on a national tour, and produced the Yahoo Internet Life Online Film Festival. He received his BA in Political Science from the University of Arizona.  Trent currently lives in Las Vegas with his wife Erin, and three children: Natalie, Tyler, and Dylan.
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER – JOHN GAUGHAN

John Gaughan, a third-generation gaming innovator, has quickly made his own mark on Nevada's gaming & entertainment industry. Before graduating from the University of Nebraska, Mr. Gaughan founded Las Vegas Dissemination Company (LVDC) in 1988. As President and CEO, LVDC established itself as the industry leader for pari-mutuel wagering and race track simulcasting and is the U.S. partner with the prestigious Hong Kong Jockey Club. In addition, Mr. Gaughan owns and operates Gaughan Gaming, a casino management consulting firm. As CEO of GO Productions, he is also executive producer of such films as STANDING STILL, VEGAS BABY, and YONKERS JOE.  He is also a producer of the Broadway play “A Bronx Tale.”
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