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SYNOPSIS
Police officer Amadeus Warnebring was born into a musical family with a long history of famous musicians. Ironically, he hates music. His life is thrown into chaos when a band of crazy musicians decides to perform a musical apocalypse using the city as their orchestra... Reluctantly, Warnebring embarks on his first musical investigation...
ABOUT THE FILM

Inspiration 

Directors Ola Simonssson and Johannes Stjärne Nilsson have for many years investigated the world of sound. The urge to explore the frontiers between music and sound has always been there.  In their short MUSIC FOR ONE APARTMENT AND SIX DRUMMERS (2001), the challenge was to create a film in which the story would use music and image as equal elements. The directors hooked up with friend and former collaborator, composer Magnus Börjeson, and brought the other drummers into the creative process.  Eleven years later, the short is still downloaded thousands of times every day, and has been seen by over ten million on YouTube alone. The concept of creating music from everyday sounds clearly grabbed a lot of people, regardless of age, origin or culture. The directors had struck creative gold. MUSIC FOR ONE APARTMENT AND SIX DRUMMERS was a resounding success. It was nominated for the Golden Palm in Cannes 2001 and has since won more than 30 international awards. 

In the later shorts WAY OF THE FLOUNDER (2005) and WOMAN AND GRAMOPHONE (Critics’ Week, Cannes 2006), the directors continued their explorations, going further but in a different direction: dialogue and traditional music were almost eliminated in order to allow a total focus on sound. 

After MUSIC FOR ONE APARTMENT AND SIX DRUMMERS, the directors and the six drummers would meet up to perform short musical acts based on the concept. Intense concerts performed on cars, forklifts and household utensils inspired them to go deeper. Ideas, scenes and possible music pieces came up, and the idea of dropping the drummers into a feature film became irresistible. The conspirators started to talk about a large city as the ultimate instrument, with its infinite range of different sounds.  A smorgasbord of potential music. 

Music 

As the script developed, the ideas for the musical attacks grew into real scenes, but there was no way of knowing if they would actually work, musically or visually, without exploring them deeper. Just as in the SOUND OF NOISE film, the drummers had to hunt for the optimal sounds, find them, record them and put them to the test. For one year, they recorded hundreds of sounds together with French foley artist and sonic genius Nicolas Becker. Composer Magnus Börjeson ended up with a hard drive and a head full of sound tracks. The starting point was to make music that he liked himself: contemporary, beat based, with plenty of room for experiment. The goal was to make music that was accessible, even danceable, yet a piece of art with no desire to please.

But there was also a need for a classical score. French composer Fred Avril came in with fresh eyes and ears, as well as wonderful strings, and added a new musical dimension. A conceptual, sound design-orientated composer, Avril drew on the endless bank of sounds recorded in pre-production for his score. 
Production 

Early on, the directors met French producer Jim Birmant, who believed in the project’s strong artistic and commercial potential from the start. This was a project like no other: a Swedish Musical Cop Movie. Birmant brought on Swedish co-producer Guerpillon and the machinery started to move. This was a complicated film, on paper and in reality, a low-budget production with high-flying ideas. Everything the directors and producers knew about making movies would have to be revaluated. 

SOUND OF NOISE was shot in ten weeks, mostly in the city of Malmö, in southern Sweden. Nicolas Becker recorded sounds and foley in parallel with the shoot. Editor Stefan Sundlöf came on a few weeks in and started the editing process. 

The story takes place in a large city, time and place undefined. A world that looks very much like ours, but ever so slightly off kilter. Long-time collaborator, artist and production designer Cecilia Sterner, created a twisted, multi-cultural environment. Cinematographer Charlotta Tengroth, with whom the directors have worked on several shorts, was an early and important asset to the creative process. 

The final four music attacks were rehearsed and developed by the drummers and the directors together. Due to their complexity, these would take more than twice the time to shoot than normal, often with double cameras. The post-production also required a great deal of creativity and resourcefulness. Towards the final stretch, the talented sound designers at Europasound created the rich, musical sound of the city. Upcoming VFX company Filmgate added magic to the visuals, bending time to make it. 

 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Ola Simonsson & Johannes Stjärne Nilsson – Writers/Directors 

Johannes Stjärne Nilsson and Ola Simonsson were both born in Lund, Sweden in 1969 and have known each other since the age of 7, when they performed together in a school play. Since completing a Master’s degree in Fine Arts in Stockholm, Johannes has been a graphic designer, a cartoonist, a director and a producer. Ola graduated from Malmö Conservatory of Music and is a musician, a singing teacher, a director and a composer. 

Neither studied film in school or followed any training in this field. Their short MUSIC FOR ONE APARTMENT AND SIX DRUMMERS was screened in Official Selection at the 2001 Cannes Film Festival and has won more than 30 international awards. In 2006, the Swedish duo returned to the Croisette with the Critics’ Week-selected short WOMAN 

AND GRAMOPHONE after having been already invited in 1996 for NOWHERE MAN. 

Kostr-Film, their Stockholm-based production house, produces musicals, shorts and documentaries. Their work talks about everyday life but, filtered through a black humor and a brilliantly mastered style, the dull reality of the world becomes strange and exciting. Office spaces are one of their favorite locations, fascinated as they are by bureaucracy and the repetitive aspect of modern life. 

Past activities as graphic designer and musician are palpable in the directing and the scoring of their work. Colored with absurdity and always filled by a genuine curiosity for the human mind and its motivations, their work can be compared to that of Jacques Tati, Roman Polanski and countryman Roy Andersson. 

SOUND OF NOISE is their first feature.
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