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SYNOPSIS

Avery Allan Ludlow (Brian Cox), a Korean War vet with a tragic past, lives alone in a small town, where he runs the local hardware store. Av’s only companion is a 14 year-old ginger-haired dog, aptly named Red by Av’s late wife.  One day, Av and Red are enjoying a placid outing at their favorite fishing spot when three boys and a shotgun come along. In an instant, Av’s lifelong friend is gone, the victim of a cruel, senseless act.  

Devastated, Av determines to find out who the boys are and why they did it. Helped by a local reporter (Kim Dickens), Av tries to expose the truth, but his efforts are ignored by authorities and mocked by the teenagers. The boys’ parents, a rich local businessman (Tom Sizemore) and, across town, a hardscrabble laborer (Robert Englund) and his wife (Amanda Plummer), are just as determined to keep Av down. But, faithful to the memory of his best friend, Av single-mindedly presses for justice—with or without the law on his side.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

RED is about seeking justice on its most the basic, visceral level – but it is even more about a thirst for redemption, about trying to rectify the mistakes you have done in your past. That is what attracted me to the story.

RED is in many ways a modern western. On the surface, a straight morality tale, where it is clear who are the good guys and who are the bad guys. But under this thin veil of straightforward, action-driven narrative, the author Jack Ketchum and screenwriter Stephen Susco managed to lay out the foundation for a very complex protagonist. From the very first few pages I was spellbound by Avery Ludlow, a recluse with a strong sense of justice and dignity – but also a man desperately clutching on to some kind of normality after having experienced horrible things in his past. When three young punks kill his dog Red, out of nothing but meanness, they have no idea of who they are up against. 

To me, Avery is not just out for revenge. More than anything, he wants to back in time and set his own son straight, to prevent his own tragedy. That being impossible, he can’t just sit by and do nothing when another young kid is heading down the same, evil path. So his sense of judgment in the present gradually gets clouded by him being haunted by his past. He just – in his own words – “couldn’t let it go”.

The importance of fatherhood and accountability has been important in most of my own writing as well as my directing. The basic premise of “how far would you be willing to go if someone threatens what is closest to your heart” has, in some way or other, permeated itself through most of my work. Stories about the most basic of emotions can run very deep and be both disturbing and satisfying – because they give room for reflection as well as the thrill of the moment.

I had read heaps of American scripts before I got my hands on RED. Most of them snappy and well-written, but more often than not the stories felt like fast-food for the brain – tailor-made for everyone in general, and thus for no one in particular. They were so predictable in their drive to be original, and more often than not story was just a by-product of concept. To me, Red came across as vibrant and engaging also because it is written with passion and conviction. It was more about telling the story than selling a script. 

RED is a story and a film that will live for a long time in my mind. I hope it will be true for the audience as well.

One of the great joys of working on RED, was the chance to collaborate with Brian Cox. He has the ability to express so much by doing so little – a trait only found in the best of actors. As Avery Ludlow, Brian Cox is a pressure cooker set at a low temperature.

- TRYGVE ALLISTER DIESEN

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
TRYGVE ALLISTER DIESEN (Director)
Trygve Allister Diesen hails from Oslo, Norway but got his film education at University of Southern California before moving back home. He is part Norwegian, part Scottish. Prior to RED, he had success with Norwegian language film and television projects--whether it be Hold My Heart, his last feature film (which he co-wrote and directed) which was a multiple festival entry and Norway`s official Oscar entry for Best Foreign Film a few years back, or whether it be Torpedo, a Norwegian mini-series he wrote and directed for television earlier this year. 
RED is Diesen`s English-language debut as a director and he couldn`t have picked a more "American" subject with which to introduce himself. Set in small town U.S.A. covering themes that are very "Americana"--Trygve has put a foreigner`s touch on something very personal to anyone who can identify with losing something that means the world to them.
LUCKY MCKEE (Director)
Born and raised in the small riverbank town of Jenny Lind in Calaveras County, California, Edward Lucky McKee grew up mostly in poverty with little access to modern forms of entertainment. When McKee was age ten, he used an old video camera to videotape his sister's birthday party which put him on a path for an interested in film making. At age 12, he and a friend made their own version of 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' which they first saw at the local cinema.

After attending the University of Southern California's School of Film-Television, in 1999, he collaborated with making his first feature movie, which was a very low budget horror film titled 'All Cheerleaders Must Die.' He went on to direct the cult horror film ‘May,’ an episode for the ‘Masters of Horror’ series called ‘Sick Girl,’ and a yet to be released film called ‘The Woods’ with Bruce Campbell and Patricia Clarkson. Additionally, he wrote the screenplay to ‘Roman,’ the directed by the star of ‘May,’ Angela Bettis. McKee as also worked as a producer for Chris Sivertson for the 2006 feature film,'The Lost' also based on a novel by Ketchum.
STEPHEN SUSCO (Writer)
Best known for writing the film “The Grudge” and its sequel, which together earned over $250 million worldwide in their theatrical releases, Stephen Susco made his Sundance screenwriting debut with RED. Susco will soon make his directorial debut with “White” (a script he adapted from the novella by British writer Tim Lebbon ).  He also recently started a production company -- Zero Hour Films -- with producing partner John Stalberg, Jr.  
Over the past twelve years, Susco has written and sold over thirty scripts and pitches to New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers, Dimension, Miramax, Universal, Sony, United Artists, Lionsgate, Paramount, Rogue Pictures and others.  He has written for a variety of acclaimed directors and producers including Mike Nichols, Taylor Hackford, 

Lawrence Bender, Quentin Tarantino, Ted Demme, Philip Noyce, Gale Anne Hurd and Sam Raimi.   Susco is a graduate of the prestigious USC School of Cinema-Television. 

ABOUT THE CAST

BRIAN COX (Avery Allan Ludlow) is an award-winning actor of the stage, screen and television.  A veteran of more than 50 feature films, he recently co-starred in Ryan Murphy’s Running With Scissors, Woody Allen’s critically acclaimed Match Point, Wes Craven’s acclaimed Red Eye, and in the hit action thriller sequel The Bourne Supremacy, reprising the role he first played in the 2002 blockbuster The Bourne Identity. He made a memorable cameo appearance as famed attorney Melvin Belli in the star-studded thriller Zodiac. Cox more recently filmed The Escapist, which is due out this Fall. Both RED and The Escapist were official selections at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.

Cox earned AFI and Independent Spirit Award nominations for his work in the critically hailed independent film L.I.E., and also shared in a Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award nomination as part of the ensemble cast in Spike Jonze’s Adaptation.  His long list of film credits include Troy, X2, 25th Hour, The Ring, The Rookie, The Affair of the Necklace, For Love of the Game, Rushmore, Desperate Measures, The Boxer, Kiss the Girls, Braveheart, Rob Roy, Hidden Agenda and Nicholas and Alexandra.  His first American film role was his chilling portrayal of the original Hannibal Lecter in Michael Mann’s Manhunter.
On television, Cox delivered a striking performance as Hermann Goering in the miniseries “Nuremberg,” for which he won an Emmy Award and was nominated for Golden Globe and SAG Awards.  He also earned an Emmy Award nomination for his guest appearance on the comedy series “Frasier.”  He most recently co-starred as flamboyant theater producer Jack Langrish in the third season of HBO’s hit original series “Deadwood.” 

Born in Scotland, Cox trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts and has appeared in dozens of plays on the stages of London, New York and Scotland.  Repeatedly honored for his work in the theatre, Cox won two Olivier Awards for his performances in “Rat in the Skull” and “Titus Andronicus”; British Theatre Association Drama Awards for Best Actor for his work in “The Taming of the Shrew” and “Strange Interlude”; and the Lucille Lortel Award, as well as Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle nominations, for “St. Nicholas.” He spent eight months in London’s West End, starring as Max in Tom Stoppard’s “Rock ‘n Roll,” a role he resprised on Broadway.

Cox has helmed stage productions of “I Love My Life,” “Mrs. Warren’s Profession,” “The Philanderer,” “The Master Builder” and “Richard III.”  He made his television directorial debut on the critically acclaimed HBO prison drama “Oz.” A prolific writer, Cox has authored two non-fiction books: The Lear Diaries and Salem to Moscow: An Actor’s Odyssey.  He has contributed to the New York Times Arts & Leisure section and has written articles for a number of other publications. In 2003, Cox’s contributions to the arts were honored by Queen Elizabeth II, who named him a Commander of the British Empire.  In 2006, Empire Magazine (UK) honored his film achievements with the Empire Icon Award.  In 2007, the UK Film Council named him one of the Top 10 powerful British film stars in Hollywood today.
KIM DICKENS (Carrie) was born in Huntsville, AL to an antiques dealer mother and musician father, and was destined for a career in the arts. Her journey into acting began as a student at Nashville, TN's Vanderbilt University, where she received a Bachelor of Arts and Science Degree. Upon graduation, Dickens headed to New York City in order to study at the prestigious Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute, then she went on to graduate from The America Academy of Dramatic Arts.
 
While in New York, Dickens began landing supporting roles in theatre and independent films; her debut being 1995's indie-comedy hit Palookaville, directed by Alan Taylor. From there, Dickens appeared as the female lead in Keifer Sutherland's feature directorial debut, Truth or Consequences, N.M. She starred opposite Bruce Willis in the Harold Becker-directed thriller Mercury Rising; then showed up along side Ben Stiller and Bill Pullman as the mysterious and elusive suspect, Gloria, in the Jake Kasdan-helmed cult-hit comedy, Zero Effect. In 2000, she co-starred alongside Kevin Bacon and Elizabeth Shue as an ethical scientist who goes head-to-head with a villainous invisible man in the Paul Verhoeven summer blockbuster, Hollow Man. Further acclaim came to Dickens in the summer of 2001 when she played an up-and-coming rock singer spiraling out of control, before coming to terms with her traumatic past in director Allison Anders' semi-autobiographical film, Things Behind the Sun. This performance garnered Dickens an Independent Spirit Award® nomination for best female lead.

By 2003 Dickens was starring on both the big and small screen, with a prime role in Showtime's mini series "Out of Order," opposite Eric Stoltz, Felicity Huffman and William H. Macy.  Next, was a small yet well received role in the Academy Award® nominated The House of Sand and Fog.   From there Dickens went on to star as Joanie Stubbs, the Madame of the Bella Union, in HBO's critically lauded "Deadwood", created by David Milch.  In 2005, Dickens played Aaron Eckhart’s wife in the well-received comedy Thank You For Smoking. More recently, she shot 12 Miles of Bad Road, the HBO series created by Linda Bloodworth-Thomason and starring along side Lilly Tomlin and Gary Cole.  


Other credits include, Alfonso Cuaron's Great Expectations, Arne Glimcher's The White River Kid with Antonio Banderas and Sam Raimi's The Gift with Cate Blanchett. Dickens will next be seen playing a heroin addict in the soon-to-be released feature Goodnight, Joseph Parker with Debi Mazar and Paul Sorvino.
 
Dickens lives in both Los Angeles and New York City.
TOM SIZEMORE

Tom Sizemore rose in prominence throughout the 1990s, establishing himself as a memorable tough guy character, sought after by the most respected directors in the business. Born in Detroit on 29 November, 1961, Sizemore grew up idolizing the tough guy characters of the movies he watched. After attending Wayne State University, he got his master's degree in theater from Temple University in 1986.

Like many he moved to New York City and struggled, waiting tables and performing in plays. His first break came when Oliver Stone cast him in a bit part in ‘Born on the Fourth of July.’ Bigger roles soon followed throughout the early 1990s, such as ‘Guilty by Suspicion,’ ‘True Romance,’ and ‘Striking Distance.’ 1994 proved to be an even bigger year for Sizemore, as he won the role of "Bat Masterson" in Kevin Costner's star-studded biopic ‘Wyatt Earp,’ as well as one of his first truly memorable roles as "Detective Jack Scagnetti" in Oliver Stone's controversial ‘Natural Born Killers.’ In 1995 he appeared in ‘Devil in a Blue Dress,’ ‘Strange Days,’ as well as the acclaimed crime epic ‘Heat,’ directed by Michael Mann. Sizemore's first big leading role is in ‘The Relic,’ the big budget effects thriller directed by Peter Hyams.

Offered both a role in WWII films directed by both Terrence Malick and Steven Spielberg, Sizemore chose the role of "Sergeant Horvath" in ‘Saving Private Ryan.’ After a flamboyant and uncredited mobster role in ‘Enemy of the State,’ Sizemore then portrayed a psychotic paramedic in ‘Bringing Out the Dead’ directed by Martin Scorsese. Sizemore then received another leading role in the high-profile military drama ‘Black Hawk Down’ directed by yet another legendary director, Ridley Scott.
Sizemore continues to appear in an impressive amount of films—upcoming projects in addition to ‘Red’ include ‘Super Capers,’ ‘Double Duty,’ ‘Shadows in Paradise,’ ‘Corrado,’ and ‘Good Dog Bad Dog.’

ROBERT ENGLUND (Mr. Doust)
After five years of success in regional theater Robert Englund returned to the west coast where he had grown up. His very first audition landed him a starring role in the 1973 film Buster and Billie directed by Daniel Petrie.

Far from living the classic hand to mouth existence of a struggling actor, Englund worked steadily through the 70’s playing best friends, bad guy #1 and southern red-necks and starring opposite Henry Fonda, Susan Sarandon, Jeff Bridges, Sally Field and Arnold Schwarzenegger among others.

In the 70’s, regarded as the second Golden Age of American movies, Englund was privileged to work for such classic film directors as Robert Aldrich, Robert Mulligan, J. Lee Thompson, Bob Rafelson and John Milius. 

During this time Englund was living in Malibu, fishing off his porch at high tide and surfing when not slogging through traffic on the seemingly endless rounds of interviews and call-backs that fill the days of every working actor.  He guest starred in scores of TV shows as well as working alongside some of the biggest stars of that decade including Barbra Streisand, Richard Gere, Burt Reynolds and Charles Bronson.  

Finally audiences could put a name to his familiar face when Englund was cast as Willie the friendly alien in the hit mini-series and subsequent weekly TV show “V”.  Within weeks, Englund went from questions like: “Didn’t I go to high school with you?” to “Aren’t you that lizard guy on TV?”.  Twenty years later Willie still generates fan mail from science fiction devotees both in America and around the world.

The series was a huge success.  As a result Englund figured he would be eternally typecast as a sweet and lovable alien.  To counter-balance this public image, he looked for a role that would allow him to demonstrate another side of his talents.  During one hiatus from filming the series, he auditioned for a hot young director making an interesting low budget horror movie for the independent studio New Line Cinema.  Englund’s interview with Wes Craven landed him the role playing the burn scarred dream demon Freddy Krueger in A Nightmare on Elm Street and launched him into horror history.

An international hit, the movie made New Line Cinema a major Hollywood player and prompted seven sequels and a syndicated TV series.  The character of Freddy Krueger has appeared on talk shows, comic books, rap videos, and even a cartoon appearance as a guest on “The Simpsons”. There are numerous Freddy Krueger action figures, dolls, and attendant merchandising.  Gottlieb came out with a very popular pin-ball machine based on the movies. 

Englund’s portrayal of Freddy Krueger blasted him into the pop culture vernacular as heir apparent to the horror icons of the past, destined to stand alongside Bela Lagosi’s Dracula and Boris Karloff’s monster in Frankenstein.

In the mid 80’s Englund starred in the hour long network TV series “Downtown”, a serio-comic look at parolees.  The short lived series also starred Blair Underwood and Marishka Hargitay.  

Acting on the small screen afforded Englund the opportunity to work with such diverse talent as Lillian Gish, Jack Warden, Sissy Spacek, Martin Balsam,  Richard Thomas, James Earl Jones, Bruce Davidson, Lou Gosset and Lea Thompson.

The international success of “V” and the Nightmare on Elm Street sequels opened the door for film work abroad.  Englund has starred in movies shot in such exotic locales as Budapest, St. Petersburg, Tel Aviv, Johannesburg, Madrid, Palermo, Bucharest and Zagreb.

Englund is sought after as a guest at film festivals all over Europe and has served on juries and been celebrated with awards at festivals in Paris, Rome, Brussels and Sitges (Spain) to name a few. After over 60 feature length films, four TV series and countless episodic guest star roles, Englund is looking forward to continuing as a busy working actor.
NOEL FISHER (Danny) is an up and coming young actor who can be currently seen on FX’s “The Riches," portraying Cal, the rebellious son to stars Eddie Izzard and Minnie Driver.

Originally from Vancouver, BC, Fisher has been working steadily as an actor since he was 14 years old.  His first role portraying the Young Sheldon Kennedy garnered him a nomination for the prestigious Canadian Gemini award.  His second Gemini nomination came for his portrayal of TJ in the hit Canadian series “Godiva’s.”
Since moving to the States in 2003, Fisher has continued to create a stir with roles in such features as Max Keeble’s Big Move, Final Destination 2 and the acclaimed independent film After Sex.

Fisher’s other television credits include Showtime’s “Huff,” “Cold Case,” “Two And A Half Men,” “Standoff” and “Medium.”
RICHARD RIEHLE (Sam) is an actor’s actor who has appeared in over 80 films and over 50 different television shows as well as having performed on stage in many of the country’s most prestigious theaters.

His list of film credits include Office Space, Casino, The Fugitive, Glory, Ghosts of the Mississippi, Fried Green Tomatoes, Of Mice and Men and Mysterious Skin.
Television audiences know him from series regular roles on comedies such as “Grounded for Life” and “Married to the Kellys,” his extensive list of dramatic roles include work on telefilms such as, “Keeper of the City” and “The Laramie Project,” as well as guest starring appearances in episodes of “The West Wing,” “Boston Legal,” “ER” and “Allie McBeal” to name a few.
AMANDA PLUMMER
The daughter of Christopher Plummer and Tammy Grimes, Amanda Plummer was born in New York City on March 23, 1957. Her breakthrough role came when she starred opposite Robin Williams in ‘The Fisher King.’ However, Plummer may be best remembered for her work in the Quentin Tarantino classic ‘Pulp Fiction.’ Tarantino wrote the parts of two robbers who hold up a restaurant specifically for Plummer and her partner-in-screen-crime Tim Roth. Since that stand-out role, Plummer has continued to appear in a wide variety of films, including ‘The Prophecy,’ ‘Freeway,’ and ‘My Life Without Me.’ 
Amanda's film work also includes Michael Winterbottom's ‘Butterfly Kiss,’ Peter Greenaway's ‘8 ½ Women,' Larry Clark's ‘Ken Park,’ Wim Wenders' ‘The Million Dollar Hotel,’ Sidney Lumet's ‘Daniel,’ Lamont Johnson's ‘Cattle Annie’ and ‘Little Britches.’ 


In television she is the recipient of three Emmy Awards, one Emmy nomination, a Cable Ace Award, and a Golden Globe nomination. In 1988 she was honored with the Anti-Defamation League Award for Woman of Achievement.  She will be appearing as Lucky in the filmed workshop, "Core Sample - Goli Otok" with Vanessa Redgrave and Lynn Redgrave, directed by Lenka Udovicki, the artistic director of The Ulysses Theater in the former Yugoslavia.
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Performed by The Green Car Motel

Published by Brush Jacket Music (ASCAP)

 “Long Way Down”

Written by Rick Garcia and Rene Reyes

Performed by The Green Car Motel

Published by Red Porch Music (ASCAP)

 “Dolores”

Written by Rick Garcia and Rene Reyes

Performed by The Green Car Motel

Published by Red Porch Music (ASCAP)

UPRISING with SONALI KOLHATKAR Courtesy of KPFK 90.7 FM

THE PRODUCERS WISH TO THANK

Hege Grov

Kari Gruben

Joe Fineman

Rick Garcia, “The Green Car Motel” 

Zuberi Fields, KPFK 90.7 FM

Phyllis Dreyfuss

Kevin and Christie Dreyfuss

Burton and Michelle Horwitz

Pat Rhodes

Roger and Karen Winston

Richard David

John McMahon

Janis Schiff

Nick Paleologos

Mitchell and Nancy LaBorwit

Jeff and Stephanie Greenberg

Shawn and Abby Gritz

Joyce and Larry Greenberg

Arthur and Loretta Feldman

Pat, John, and Shawna Stout

 

Ed Beard

John Chambers

Just Guns

Brownstone Trading

Dean's Restaurant

Liberty Reservoir

Colonial Inn

Alternative Rentals

Serious Grip & Electric

Mobile Production Services

The Maryland SPCA

Santoni's Catering

Besty Royall Casting 

Pål Henrik Wagner

The City of Westminster, Maryland

The City of Baltimore

The Maryland Film Office

IATSE Local 487

“The dogs appearing in this film were handled professionally, safely, and without harm by Gentle Jungle.”
49 west 27th street     7th floor     new york, ny 10001     

tel 212 924 6701     fax 212 924 6742 

www.magpictures.com
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