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SYNOPSIS

It’s been a decade since Ben (Duplass) and Andrew (Leonard) were the bad boys of their college campus. Ben has settled down and found a job, wife, and home. Andrew took the alternate route as a vagabond artist, skipping the globe from Chiapas to Cambodia. When Andrew shows up unannounced on Ben’s doorstep, they easily fall back into their old dynamic of macho one-upmanship. Late into the night at a wild party, the two find themselves locked in a mutual dare: to enter an amateur porn contest together. But what kind of boundary-breaking, envelope pushing porn can two straight dudes make? After the booze and “big talk” run out, only one idea remains—they will have sex together…on camera. It’s not gay; it’s beyond gay. It’s not porn; it’s art. But how exactly will it work? And more importantly, who will tell Anna (Delmore), Ben’s wife? 

Writer/director Lynn Shelton, director of My Effortless Brilliance and recipient of the “Someone to Watch Award” at the 2009 Independent Spirit Awards, expertly mines the biggest ironies of the male ego to hilarious effect. HUMPDAY is a buddy movie gone wild. 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – LYNN SHELTON

I’ve always been interested in the boundaries of sexual identity and on how fluid or rigid those boundaries might be. 

The dramatic tension—and squeamish humor—in HUMPDAY comes from the fact that, as wild and open as they would like themselves to be, the two main characters are both so heavily invested in being straight that when they push the boundaries of their heterosexuality, it shakes them to the very core.

HUMPDAY exists because I wanted to work with Mark Duplass, whom I’d met on the set of “True Adolescents”, a movie which he was acting in and I was shooting stills for. A month or so after that production wrapped in Seattle and Mark had gone back to LA, I called him and pitched the idea of a movie in which two straight friends would attempt to have sex together. He loved the concept and jumped on board the project immediately.

I’d originally envisioned Mark in the role of “Andrew”, the charismatic, nomadic artist, but Mark wanted to play the thoroughly domesticated “Ben”, who had a house and a job and a wife and who had left his wild days far behind him. I told Mark that if he played “Ben”, I’d need his help to find the right “Andrew”; Mark immediately thought Joshua Leonard would be perfect for the role. I brought on Alycia Delmore, a wonderful Seattle actress, to bring a much-needed three-dimensionality and sympathy to what could have been a thankless role: that of Ben’s wife, “Anna”.

I wanted HUMPDAY to anchor its high concept storyline in excessive naturalism so that an audience member could believe that it would actually be possible for these characters to live out such an absurd weekend. In order to do that, the characters’ back stories and relationships had to be fully developed, and the film ends up taking on other themes because of that: the limits of intimacy within male friendship, the way our sense of self shifts in proximity to different people, the way the sudden appearance of an old friend can trigger a minor identity crisis by holding a mirror up to our lives, making us take stock of where we are and where we might have been…

I’ve been asked what, as a woman, interests me in making films about the relationships between men, and what might differentiate my feminine handling of such stories. I can’t say for sure how my womanhood affects my art but I can say that I’ve always been a close observer of the emotional life of people, and I’ve been particularly compelled and moved by characters who fervently want to connect with each other but who struggle deeply to do so.

HUMPDAY is my third feature film as a writer/director and the culmination of my quest to find a deeply collaborative and organic way of making movies, one that emphasizes naturalistic writing and performances, as well as a tightly woven storyline exploring themes of identity and relationship. 

Making my first feature film, WE GO WAY BACK, converted me once and for all from a solo artist to a collaborative one, but I found myself frustrated by how a traditional film set can inhibit the central work of the project—that of the acting. My second feature, MY EFFORTLESS BRILLIANCE, was my first experiment in an “upside-down” model of filmmaking; reducing the crew roster and equipment list to a minimum and inviting the actors in during the script development process, so that their insight into the characters could be utilized to full advantage. On set, the actors were given much more freedom to explore how a scene might play out and two cameras were employed to create instant coverage. In such a paradigm, the edit process becomes the final writing phase—much more so than with a tightly scripted film production.

ABOUT THE ACTORS

MARK DUPLASS (Ben)









Mark Duplass and his brother Jay recently made a film called THE PUFFY CHAIR one of the breakout hits from the 2005 Sundance Film Festival. The film, which also stars Mark, won the Audience Award at SXSW 2005 and was nominated for two Independent Spirit Awards. It was released theatrically by Roadside Attractions and Netflix in 2006 and is now available on DVD and Showtime. Mark and Jay first made a name for themselves with a string of award-winning short films, including “This is John” and “Scrabble,” which each premiered at Sundance, in 2003 and 2004, respectively. The Duplass Brothers are currently writing and directing films for both Universal and Fox Searchlight and have sold “The Trail,” a television show co-produced with The Weitz Brothers, to NBC. Their newest feature, BAGHEAD was picked up by Sony Pictures Classics at Sundance 2008 and released July 2008. Mark can also be seen as the lead actor in the Seattle-shot comedy TRUE ADOLESCENTS and the new rotoscoped animated feature film MARS. Both films are currently in post-production.

JOSHUA LEONARD (Andrew)
Joshua Leonard is a Los Angeles based actor who originally entered into the public eye in 1999 with his role in THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT  Since then his film credits have grown significantly, including leading roles in LIKE MOLES, LIKE RATS, SIMPLE THINGS, TWO DAYS, SHOOTING LIVIEN and HBO’s “Live From Baghdad,” among others.  He has played supporting roles in THE DEATH AND LIFE OF BOBBY Z, QUID PRO QUO, HATCHET,  THINGS BEHIND THE SUN,  DEUCES WILD and MEN OF HONOR.  In addition to his extensive film experience, Joshua has performed in a number of television shows, including a recurring role on “CSI: Miami” and guest appearances in “Bones,” “Numbers,” and “NYPD Blue.”   Joshua is currently in production on the new HBO TV series "Hung," in which he is playing the love interest to Jane Adams.  

ALYCIA DELMORE (Anna)

Alycia is a Seattle native with a background largely in theatre.  A graduate of Western Washington University, she recently played Thaisa in “Pericles” and Lady Percy in “Henry IV, Parts 1 and 2,” both at Seattle Shakespeare Company. Her film credits include WE GO WAY BACK (Dir. Lynn Shelton), THE TELEPHONE NUMBERING SYSTEM (Dir. William Weiss), and a to-be-released serial podcast called “What the Funny?” (Dir. Lynn Shelton) on cautionzero.net. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

LYNN SHELTON (Director)
After several years of acting for the stage in Seattle and New York, Lynn Shelton attended the MFA program for Photography at the School of Visual Arts in NYC.  She then spent a decade as an experimental and documentary filmmaker (THE CLOUDS THAT TOUCH US OUT OF CLEAR SKIES, THE FRUITS OF OUR LABORS) and as an editor (OUTPATIENT, HEDDA GABLER, MEASURE) before writing and directing her first feature-length film. The result, WE GO WAY BACK, premiered at Slamdance 2006 where it picked up the Grand Jury Award for Best Narrative Feature and the Kodak Vision Award for Best Cinematography.  Shelton’s second feature film, MY EFFORTLESS BRILLIANCE, premiered in competition at SXSW 2008 and won Shelton a nomination for the 2009 Independent Spirit “Someone to Watch” Award. HUMPDAY is Shelton’s third feature.

CREDITS
Writer & Director

Lynn Shelton

Producer

Lynn Shelton

Co-Producers

Jennifer Maas

Steven Schardt

Executive Producer

Dave Nakayama

Associate Producers

Sue Corcoran

Ted Speaker

Script Consultants

Mark Duplass

Joshua Leonard

Alycia Delmore

Trina Willard

Director of Photographer

Benjamin Kasulke

Editor

Nat Sanders

Sound and Music by

Vinny Smith

Production Designer

Jasminka Vukcevic

Line Producer

Steven Schardt

Unit Production Manager

Jennifer Maas

1st Assistant Director

Jennifer Maas

Cast

Ben 


Mark Duplass

Anna 


Alycia Delmore

Andrew 

Joshua Leonard

                                   Monica


Lynn Shelton

                                   Lily


Trina Willard

                                               Girl on Bike

Olivia

 Boy on Bike

 Stellan Matheisen

                                   Disgruntled Driver
Steven Schardt

“Dionysus” Extras

David Bundgren

J. Martin Dunn

Patrick Evans-Winfield

Joy Brooke Farifield

Monica Fisk

Lori Goldston

Jane Hall

Tinka Jonakova

Tania Kupczak

Julian Martlew

John Naito

Clyde Peterson

Eric Richards

Jessie Smith

2nd Camera Operators

Lynn Shelton

Nathan M. Miller

Sean Porter

Behind the Scenes Camera

Ted Speaker

1st Assistant Camera

Nathan M. Miller

2nd Assistant Camera

David Lipson

2nd unit Directors of Photography

Sean Porter

Megan Griffiths

Stills Photographer

Ted Speaker

Sound Mixer

Vinny Smith

Gaffer

Benjamin Kasulke

“Dionysus” scene Gaffer

Sean Porter

“Dionysus” scene Grips

Jason Knoll

Phill Laaveg

Paul Mandeville

Assistant Editor

Sean Donavan

Editorial Thanks

Celia Beasley

Bryan Gordon

Megan Griffiths

John Jeffcoat

Tania Kupczak

Christian Palmer

Title Design

Tania Kupczak

Color Grading

Tim Maffia at Modern Digital

Writer’s Assistant

David Lipson

Art Department Production Assistants

Indus Alelia

Rena Bussinger

Cristen Frieszell

Rashad Green

Aaron Heinzen

Gunnar McGrew

Nishali Nanayakkara

Megan Sandford

Post Production assistant

Laurel Cyr

Post Production Intern

Clint Holland

Art Department Thanks

Indus Alelia

Rena Bussinger

Alycia Delmore

Cable Griffith

Jennifer Maas

Gunnar McGrew

Kendra PeloJoaquin

Julie Salle

Smith Sinclair

Trina Willard

Year of the Monkey Furnishings
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