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SYNOPSIS

Each night, when Ben falls asleep, his Crayons jump into their magical Crayon Box that transports them to their home in COLOR CITY, a world of dazzling hues, soaring fantasy and the whimsy of childhood. This land is fed by an enchanted rainbow and waterfall that provides the City and its citizens with color. 

When YELLOW, our timid heroine, is accidentally left behind in Ben's room, she inadvertently awakens two Unfinished Drawings: KING SCRAWL, a huge, powerful, mute monster -- and GNAT, Scrawl's motor-mouthed, overactive sidekick. In search of color for themselves, they follow Yellow to Color City, causing panic and concern. If Scrawl and Gnat can claim the waterfall for themselves, Color City will fade, and along with it, our lovable crayon characters will disappear. 

It's up to Yellow and a motley crew of Crayons, bodacious and brave, BLUE, meticulous, fussy GREEN, satirical RED, pessimistic BLACK and overanxious WHITE to save the day. Meeting with fantastical creatures and fun adventures along the way, Yellow discovers she has more courage and strength than she knew and learns to believe in herself and to count on the support of her friends. 

Replete with valuable life lessons, this enchanting story will entertain and inspire in a stunningly rendered and utterly unique animated world.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

The Hero of Color City is an original production by Exodus Film Group.   Founded in 2001 by John D. Eraklis and Delbert Whetter, the Venice, CA based company started out doing VFX and work for hire engagements while searching for original IP to produce. 

The Hero of Color City was brought to John by his college friend Mick McCormick.   John and Mick were good friends in the theater department at the University of Rhode Island.  Mick hounded John to read a script written by his brother about a box of crayons that came to life.   

The script sat on the shelf unread for several months but Micks persistence finally convinced John to read the draft.   To his pleasant surprise, it was fun and well-written with great characters and witty dialogue and a heartfelt message about the power of a child’s imagination. 

It was about this time that John had partnered with seasoned animation veteran Max Howard on the animated feature, Igor.   

Max shared John’s enthusiasm for the film but felt it could use the benefit of some additional writers.   After several different teams of writers, John felt the script was strong enough to begin to approach distributors.  It was around this time that Magnolia began making waves in the motion picture distribution space with its groundbreaking day-and-date release model by releasing content in theaters and on VOD/home video simultaneously.  

Considering The Hero of Color City is geared to a very young audience, Magnolia’s day-and-date release model was particularly appealing.  Many of these younger kids aren’t ready to sit through a feature length film in the theaters and, even if they do, they want to watch the film again almost immediately.   Exodus knew that by partnering with Magnolia they could allow parents to access the film on multiple platforms almost immediately. 

John brought the project to Tom Quinn and Eamonn Bowles in Cannes of 2006 and they jumped onboard.   It was on the flight home from that Cannes that John overheard a young actress talking to a fellow passenger and thought “that’s our Yellow!”  It was Christina Ricci.  Soon after arriving back in Los Angeles, she accepted the role.  

After a false start with production in 2008, the film resumed in earnest in the fall of 2012.   Exodus had partnered with an up and coming Indian based animation studio called Toonz.  Although this was to be their first US theatrical feature, Toonz had demonstrated the ability to deliver high quality animation.   This, coupled with the addition of animation veteran Frank Gladstone as director, assured the look of the film would be of the highest caliber for a movie geared towards a younger audience.  

The next challenge would be the music.  Original songs and score play and integral part in animation and The Hero of Color City is no exception.   John’s close friend and world-renowned composer Basil Poledouris had passed away, leaving a void in the production.  It was at this time that Exodus reached out to Basil’s daughter, Zoë Poledouris-Roché, and her husband Angel Roché Jr.   Zoe had been working with her father since she was a child.  At the age of 9, one of her melodies was featured in the film Conan the Barbarian. However this would be the first time that Zoë and Angel would be entrusted with a theatrical feature.   They rose to the challenge, and the score and original songs for this film are nothing short of fantastic.   

In keeping with Exodus’ tradition of partnering with philanthropic organizations and missions in connection with its animated films, John joined with Sheila Michail Morovati, founder of the Crayon Collection, to promote and raise awareness of the Crayon Collection’s global initiative to repurpose and donate gently used crayons to elementary schools and organizations that help children in need. Owen Wilson and Jessica Capshaw, supporters of the Crayon Collection, lent their voices to characters in the film and appear in a special PSA that Exodus/Toonz produced to benefit the charity that will appear at the end of the film and in marketing initiatives, with the hopes of raising national awareness and to further expand the program across the country.

ABOUT THE CAST

YELLOW – CHRISTINA RICCI

Christina Ricci is one of Hollywood's most respected young actors whose talent and poise are well beyond her years.

Recently, Ricci starred in Sarah Spillane's film, Around the Block, which focuses on an American drama teacher who develops a friendship with a sixteen year old Australian-Aboriginal boy during the 2004 Redfern riots. The film premiered at the 2013 Toronto Film Festival. 

Prior to that, Ricci was seen Nick Gomez’ “Lizzie Borden” which premiered on Lifetime and tells the true story of Lizzie Borden, a young woman tried and acquitted in the 1892 murders of her father and stepmother; and she also lent her voice to the Sony Pictures Animation hit The Smurfs 2, as Vexy,' an evil version of Smurfette.


Ricci has received great acclaim in various roles including as part of Ang Lee's ensemble film, The Ice Storm, co-starring Kevin Kline, Sigourney Weaver, Joan Allen, and Elijah Wood. She then went on to star as Dedee Truit,' in the scathing comedy The Opposite of Sex, with a performance which won her the Best Actress Award at the Seattle Film Festival. Ricci was also nominated for a Golden Globe® Award, an American Comedy Award, and an Independent Spirit Award for Best Actress for her work in the film. Soon after, Ricci starred as Layla' in Vincent Gallo's Buffalo 66, earning a National Board of Review Best Supporting Actress Award for her combined efforts in The Opposite of Sex, Buffalo 66 and John Water's Pecker.

Additional film credits include Declan Donnellan and Nick Ormerod's Bel Ami, Larry and Andy Wachowski's Speed Racer; Mark Palansky's Penelope; Craig Brewer's Black Snake Moan, a critically acclaimed performance in Patty Jenkins' Monster, opposite Academy Award® winner Charlize Theron; Wes Craven's Cursed, Woody Allen's romantic comedy Anything Else, Sally Potter's The Man Who Cried and a memorable cameo in Terry Gilliam's Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. Additionally, Ricci starred opposite Johnny Depp in Tim Burton's Sleepy Hollow, for which she won the Blockbuster Entertainment Award.


The actress's performance at age seven in a school Christmas play caught the attention of a local theatre critic, who suggested to her parents that she consider an acting career. She made her professional acting debut one year later in Mermaids in the pivotal role of Cher's youngest daughter and Winona Ryder's sister. As a child actor, Ricci won over audiences and critics alike with her winning portrayal of the strangely adorable Wednesday Addams' in The Addams Family and the sequel Addams Family Values. She went on to star in the surprise hit of the summer 1995 season Casper. For that, Ricci received the NATO ShowEast Star of the Year Award and the Star of Tomorrow Award from the Motion Picture Booker's Club for her strong performances and the $100 million-plus box office successes of Addams Family and Casper.
On television, Ricci's credits include a recurring role on “Ally McBeal;” a guest appearance on “Grey's Anatomy,” for which she received an Emmy® nomination; as well as guest appearances on “Saving Grace” and “The Good Wife.”


In theatre, Ricci made her Broadway debut in "Time Stands Still” and starred off-Broadway in “A Midsummer Night's Dream.”


Ricci serves as the National Spokesperson for the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN) and is a member of the organization's National Leadership Council. RAINN is the nation's largest anti-sexual assault organization, operating the National Sexual Assault Hotline in partnership with over 1,100 rape crisis centers across the country. RAINN also carries out programs to prevent sexual assault, help victims and ensure that rapists are brought to justice.

NAT – CRAIG FERGUSON

Craig Ferguson is a Scottish-born American TV host of the Emmy award-winning show “The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson” on CBS. Prior to moving to the United States, Craig Ferguson was a successful comedian and TV show host in Scotland.  His breakthrough as an actor arrived when he was cast for the popular “The Drew Carey Show” as the title character’s boss. Craig Ferguson is frequently cast in animated family fare on both theatrical motion pictures and TV, including How To Train Your Dragon, Brave, Winnie the Pooh, as well as numerous animated TV appearances.

RED – ROSIE PEREZ 

An Academy Award nominated actress and Emmy nominated choreographer, Rosie Perez continues to shine in her varied roles in front of the camera and behind.   
Perez starred in the recent features WON'T BACK DOWN, opposite Maggie Gyllenhaal and Viola Davis, and GODS BEHAVING BADLY, opposite Alicia Silverstone and Christopher Walken.  She had a memorable role in David Gordon Green's PINEAPPLE EXPRESS opposite Seth Rogen and James Franco, and Brad Furman's THE TAKE opposite John Leguizamo, Tyrese Gibson, and Bobby Cannavale.  She also can be seen in a supporting role in Ridley Scott's THE COUNSELOR opposite Michael Fassbender.

She received rave reviews for her performance in THE RITZ on Broadway opposite Kevin Chamberlain. Perez played “Googie Gomez,” the fiery nightclub entertainer at The Ritz, who is desperate to make it into show business and will stop at nothing to make that dream come true. THE RITZ was written by Terrence McNally and directed by Joe Mantello.   

Perez received critical acclaim for her directorial debut, YO SOY BORICUA PA'QUE TU LO SEPAS!, a documentary which celebrates Puerto Rican pride.  Narrated by Jimmy Smits, the film uncovers the complex and controversial history between Puerto Rico and the United States.  The documentary premiered at the Miami International Film Festival and was featured at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival.  YO SOY BORICUA PA'QUE TU LO SEPAS! was the highest 
attended film at Tribeca.  The film was produced by Moxie Firecracker Films in association with Perez's own Ten In a Car Productions.  Perez also served as executive producer on the project.   

She also starred in George Wolfe's critically acclaimed film, LACKAWANNA BLUES.  The film plays homage to an era gone by, taking an affectionate look at the ties that bind an African-American community in the period just before desegregation.  The film co-starred S. Epatha Merkerson, Macy Gray, Jeffrey Wright, Delroy Lindo, Carmen Ejogo, Louis Gossett Jr, Terrence Howard, Ruben Santiago-Hudson, and Liev Schreiber.  Perez's performance garnered her a 2006 NAACP Image Award Nomination for "Outstanding Actress in a TV Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special."  The film won "Best Film or Mini-Series Made for Cable TV" from the National Board of Review and has been nominated for an Eddie, DGA, WGA, Humanitas, NAACP Image, and Independent Spirit Award.  LACKAWANNA BLUES debuted on HBO.   

On the big screen, Perez has starred in comedic and dramatic roles with both ease and acclaim.  Her performance in Peter Weir's FEARLESS garnered her a Golden Globe and Academy Award nomination.  Perez's other film credits include Michel Gondry's HUMAN NATURE opposite Tim Robbins and Patricia Arquette, Penny Marshall's RIDING IN CARS WITH BOYS with Drew Barrymore, Spike Lee's DO THE RIGHT THING,  Jim Jarmusch's NIGHT ON EARTH, Ron Shelton's WHITE MEN CAN'T JUMP with Wesley Snipes and Woody Harrelson, Tony Bill's UNTAMED HEART, Andrew Bergman's IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU opposite Nicolas Cage, Seth Zvi Rosenfeld's A BROTHER'S KISS and KING OF THE JUNGLE and Alexandre Rockwell's SOMEBODY TO LOVE.  She also starred in and produced Nancy Savoca's THE 24-HOUR WOMAN and lent her voice to Dreamworks' animated film, THE ROAD TO EL DORADO with Kenneth Branagh and Kevin Kline.   

As a producer, Perez's credits include Nancy Savoca's 24 HOUR WOMAN for The Shooting Gallery and HBO's ROSIE PEREZ PRESENTS SOCIETY'S RIDE which ran as three parts and SUBWAY STORIES, an anthology of short films that she created.    

Perez made her Broadway debut in the hit revival of Terence McNally's FRANKIE & JOHNNY IN THE CLAIR DE LUNE opposite Joe Pantoliano.  She went on to star in Craig Lucas' Reckless opposite Mary Louise Parker at The Biltmore Theater in Fall 2004.  Previously, Rosie performed on stage in Eve Ensler's critically acclaimed THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES in the New York, Los Angeles and Boston productions and Jose Rivera's highly acclaimed REFERENCES TO SALVADOR DALI MAKE ME HOT at the Joseph Papp Public Theatre for which she won a Theatre World Award.  Perez has also performed in the LA Philharmonic's A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM and a staged reading of BORROWED LIGHT at Alice Tully Hall, which was a series of monologues on the evolution of life behind bars written by female inmates.    

On television, Perez guest starred on the May 4th, 2004 episode of NBC's critically acclaimed comedy, FRASIER. Additionally, she appeared in a 2012 episode of Showtime’s hit series NURSE JACKIE.

Perez began her career as a choreographer for such artists as Bobby Brown, LL Cool J and Diana Ross. She also choreographed and directed the "Fly Girls" on Fox Television's IN LIVING COLOR, for which she received an Emmy nomination.   

Throughout her career, Perez has been a vocal activist for a number of causes, especially those related to AIDS and inner city youth.  She has spoken at several AIDS conferences (including Harvard AIDS Institute) and hosted numerous AIDS fund-raisers.  Organizations such as AIDS Action Foundation, Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC) and the Latino Commission on AIDS have honored her with awards.  In 1999, Perez also received a special commendation from the New York City Comptroller, Alan Hevesi for her advocacy and activism on behalf of the people with HIV and AIDS.  Perez is also head of the Artistic Board for the Union Arts Partnership, formerly known as Working Playground, which is an arts education organization that brings dance, theater, film, poetry, and fine arts to students in Harlem, the Bronx and the Lower East Side of Manhattan.    

Perez served as the National Spokesperson for Comite Noviembre Puerto Rican Heritage and was honored in New York during Puerto Rican and Hispanic Heritage Month.  She joins the Women for Peace & Justice in Vieques, Puerto Rico in demanding the removal of the US Navy from Vieques and the end of the Navy's use of that island as a test bombing site.  In addition, Perez was honored in the Puerto Rican Day Parade in June 2000.  Perez was honored at the 2002 San Juan Cinemafest, where she received the Raul Julia Award for her support to the Puerto Rican, Caribbean and international film communities.

 Currently, Perez is beginning to film her ABC pilot THE ENGLISH TEACHER. She has also recently finished her memoir, HANDBOOK FOR AN UNPREDICTABLE LIFE: HOW I SURVIVED SISTER RENATA AND MY CRAZY MOTHER, AND STILL CAME OUT SMILING (WITH GREAT HAIR) to be published on February 25, 2014, by Crown Publishers, a division of Random House.  

BLUE – WAYNE BRADY 
For over a decade, Brady has been entertaining audiences with his acting, improv, singing and dancing on television, film and the stage. He began his career in Orlando, Fla., working for both the Disney World and Universal theme parks. He also performed in several community theatre shows and at the Orlando improv comedy theater SAK Comedy Lab.

In 1998, his career took off with “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” for which he won a 2003 Emmy Award for Outstanding Individual Performance in a Variety, Musical or Comedy Series. Brady went on to host his own syndicated talk/variety show, “The Wayne Brady Show,” for two years. He picked up two Emmys for Outstanding Talk Show Host, and the show also won an Emmy for Outstanding Talk Show. Brady also hosted Don’t Forget the Lyrics on Fox. 

In 2005 Brady took the opportunity to return to his first love, musical theatre, and starred in the Broadway production of “Chicago,” playing the role of “Billy Flynn.” 

In 2006, he starred in the movie Crossover, and in 2007, he starred in the independent feature The List. Brady was also featured in Fox Searchlight’s Roll Bounce (2005). Brady provided his voice for the animated feature Foodfight! and most recently stared in Tommy Oliver’s film, 1982 which earned critical acclaim at the Toronto Film Festival. He has guest starred on TV shows including “The Dave Chappelle Show,” “30 Rock,” “How I Met Your Mother,” “Real Husbands of Hollywood” and “Everybody Hates Chris.”
After conquering television and theatre, Brady took on the recording industry and earned a 2008 Grammy nomination for Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance for his single, “A Change is Gonna Come," off his debut musical album “A Long Time Coming.”  

He made a big splash in Las Vegas in 2009 with his hit stage show “Makin’ It Up.” The show was met with critical acclaim and has been heralded as “pure genius,” “hysterically funny” and “amazing.” He has taken the show to venues across the country and overseas to South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and India and is currently on tour in the states. 

In August 2010 he joined the all-star cast as “Angel” in the musical “Rent,” performed at the Hollywood Bowl and directed by Neil Patrick Harris. This one-weekend event opened to sold-out performances and outstanding reviews.

Brady also released a children’s album entitled “Radio Wayne” with Disney Records in May 2011, which reached the number one position on iTunes and Amazon Kids’ charts. He is currently working on his third album with a release date set for summer 2014.

Brady can be seen weekdays on CBS as the host of the daytime classic “Let’s Make A Deal,” for which he’s been nominated three years in a row for a Daytime Emmy for Best Game Show Host. He was recently nominated for his sixth Daytime Emmy. He currently stars on fan favorite “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” on the CW and last October, reprised his role as ‘James,’ Barney’s gay black brother on CBS’s “How I Met Your Mother.” Brady is also the voice of Clover the rabbit on Disney Jr.s number one animated series, Sofia The First. 

HORATIO (THE BEE) – SEAN ASTIN 
The actor Sean Astin will always be “Mikey” the leader of a band of adventurous kids who found pirate treasure in the enormously successful 1980’s popular classic, The Goonies.  He will forever be remembered for portraying the brave and loyal Samwise Gamgee in the groundbreaking and universally acclaimed Lord of the Rings Trilogy.  Yet, the film for which he is singularly identified, tells the story of the American working class dreamer, Rudy. It is his indomitable will that makes Rudy great, and Sean Astin’s portrayal has been lauded not only by critics, but also countless teachers, coaches, athletes and others for capturing people’s imaginations, encouraging them to work hard and inspiring everyone to dream.

Over the past 25 years, Astin has done just that, building a dynamic career, having performed in over 70 film and television shows. Beyond the success he has enjoyed in the performing arts, Sean Astin has achieved prominence as a writer, director, producer, and social advocate.

Astin directed and produced the Academy Award Nominated live action short film, entitled Kangaroo court, which addressed the disenfranchisement of African Americans in inner cities. A steadfast activist and civic minded individual, he has served both on George W. Bush’s, Presidents Council on Service and Civic Participation for two years and for 10 years as a Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army, during the Clinton administration.  Both of these positions fostered a deep sense of National service in addition to his involvement with many civic, philanthropic and other political activities.  

To that end, Astin has worked on several non-profit boards: The Creative Coalition, an organization dedicated to bridging the gap between Washington and Hollywood in advocating for causes and issues of importance to celebrities and others in the entertainment community; The National Center for Family Literacy, one of the country’s preeminent institutions committed to reducing the dangerous rate of illiteracy in America; and The Patrons Association for Los Angeles Valley College, a group who consistently supports one of the most prominent community colleges in the state. Additionally, Sean Astin worked closely with Astra Zeneca on a comprehensive Bi-Polar Awareness Tour, in support of his mother, Patty Duke, who has been an outspoken voice in the mental health community and written extensively about her condition.

Astin has spoken to audiences ranging from corporate seminars, GaxxoSmithKline, Yellowbook, Discuss Dental & Tommy Hilfiger, to youth leadership seminars, student groups, juvenile correction institutions, colleges, science fiction/fantasy and other conventions. He has also spoken at countless political rallies, fundraisers, charity events and social awareness functions. He has appeared on countless local and national radio and television shows including, Larry King, Good Morning America, The View, and 20/20. He is also a familiar face on the late night circuit, with appearances on The Late Show with David Letterman, Real Time with Bill Maher, The Tonight Show and The Late Late Show.  He is known throughout the industry as an effective communicator with a world-class ability to encapsulate the value of a project and excite people, not only to watch his films and television shows, but also to become more engaged in our civic and political life.

First and foremost, Sean Astin is an actor. From diverse roles in movies like Where the Day Takes You, he plays an anguished, homeless, drug addict, to the slapstick, lisping, posing, almost muscle bound fop in Adam Sandler’s blockbuster 50 First Dates, he moves comfortably from the ridiculous to the sublime and back again to the dramatic. 

Some of the many Sean Astin films you may recognize include: The Final Season, the true story of an Iowa High School baseball coach who lead the team to a miraculous 20th State Championship; Memphis Belle, the true story of the legendaryB-17 bomber crew who were the first to complete 25 successful bombing raids over Germany; and The Low Life, for which Astin received critical notice for his portrait of a mentally challenged and dysfunctional outcast. 

A few of his other films that found substantial audiences were: Fifty First Dates, Click, Courage Under Fire and Encino Man. Finally, Like Father Like Son, Borderland, Kimberly, Smile, Bigger Than The Sky, Marilyn Hotchkiss’ Ballroom Dancing and Charm School and Deterrence, are all meaningful films that connected with smaller audiences.

After the massive success of the Lord of the Rings trilogy, Astin enjoyed working on a succession of popular television programs, including: 24, Law & Order, My Name is Earl and Monk. He played a naïve prospector in Steven Spielberg’s landmark television event, Into the West and starred as the boy, in a homage to the Technicolor romantic comedies of the 1950’s, entitled, Boy Meets Girl. While he has spent most of his acting life making comedies and more serious dramas, Astin has developed quite a strong following in the fantasy and science fiction genres.  Beyond The Lord of the Rings franchise, he also played the beloved character, Two-Flower, in an adaptation of Terry Pratchett’s fantasy/satire epic, The Color of Magic for Sky Television. Earlier in his television career, Astin played the title character, Harrison Bergeron, based on Kurt Vonnegut’s short story of the same name and has garnered high praise among sci-fi fans for his characterization of Mr. Smith in the series Jeremiah on the Showtime network.  
Sean Astin’s voice has been heard in many places, but nowhere more passionately than from the Kalahari Desert as the narrator for Animal Planet’s revered Meerkat Manor series. He is also the proud voice of the Disney Channel’s bumbling and loveable title character, Special Agent Oso.

Astin is the founder and President of Lava Entertainment, which focuses on adapting successful literary titles. He has directed and produced television shows and plays, published a NY Times bestselling book, There and Back Again: An Actors Tale, and volunteered and contributed to dozens of charities. He graduated, with honors, from UCLA with degrees in History and American Literature and Culture and studied with the legendary acting teacher Stella Adler. He lives in Los Angeles with his wife of 17 years, Christine and their three daughters, Alexandra, Elizabeth and Isabella.  

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

DIRECTOR – FRANK GLADSTONE
Frank Gladstone has been a professional animator, producer, director, writer and teacher, first managing his own Emmy award-winning studio, and then working for the feature animation divisions at Disney, Warner Bros. and DreamWorks, among others.

His feature credits include DreamWorks' THE ROAD TO ELDORADO, SPIRIT: STALLION OF THE CIMARRON, SINBAD: LEGEND OF THE SEVEN SEAS, AND SHARK TALE. Mr. Gladstone was also a producer at Warner Bros. and manager of training at Walt Disney Feature Animation. While there, he worked with production crews on RESCUERS DOWN UNDER, BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, ALADDIN, THE LION KING, POCAHONTAS and MULAN. Additionally, Mr. Gladstone also brought independent animated films such as MILLENNIUM ACTRESS and GHOST IN THE SHELL II: INNOCENCE to American audiences. Recently, Frank executive produced Image Entertainment’s 2011 feature, WALTER’S CHRISTMAS and is recently directed Exodus Film Group/Toonz Animation's co-production of THE HERO OF COLOR CITY.

Besides his studio credentials, Frank has spoken about animation, animation history and cinematic fundamentals at secondary schools, colleges, studios and professional guilds across the US, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean. Frank has helped train literally hundreds of people who now work in the animation industry. From time to time, Frank contributes articles to industry and general audience publications. His latest contribution is a chapter on character animation for the Visual Effects Society handbook.

Additionally, Frank consults on motion picture scripts, juries film festivals and grants programs, and serves on educational advisory boards and philanthropic organizations. Mr. Gladstone is the current president of ASIFA-Hollywood, the largest organization of animation professionals in the world, and, in that capacity, produces the annual Annie Awards. He is a past board member of the Visual Effects Society, served as an advisor for SIGGRAPH 2010 and has been a commissioner and past chair of the City of Glendale Arts and Culture Commission.

PRODUCER – JOHN ERAKLIS 
John Eraklis is the Founder and CEO of Exodus Film Group, an independent production company formed in 2001 that has taken pioneering steps in the animation field by creating one of the first private equity animation film funds in the motion picture industry. 

Eraklis has worked in the entertainment industry for over a decade raising film financing from private equity, and producing television and film projects under various banners. Prior to founding Exodus, John served as vice president of business development and director of acquisitions & distribution for GalaxyOnline.com and its subsidiary, Galaxy Pictures, both divisions of GalaxyOnline, Inc. After successfully completing the first round of financing for Galaxy, Mr. Eraklis was tapped to head up the acquisitions arm for the company.  In the subsequent two years, he traveled to every major film and television market as a buyer and amassed one of the largest libraries of online content outside of a major studio.  

In 2001, Mr. Eraklis left to form his own company, Exodus Entertainment.  In its infancy, Exodus provided visual special effects and production services to a number of commercials, features and television properties while it acquired properties to finance and develop.   Mr. Eraklis oversaw the financing, development, and production of their first feature film, IGOR, which was completed and released in 2008, and secured its worldwide theatrical distribution. 

Mr. Eraklis recently produced The Hero of Color City, an animated feature film starring Christina Ricci, Craig Ferguson, Rosie Perez, and Wayne Brady, which is slated for release in 2014 by Magnolia Pictures.

PRODUCER – MAX HOWARD
Max Howard created and ran studios for Disney in London, Paris, Orlando and Los Angeles, working on some of Disney’s most memorable films including Who Framed Roger Rabbit?, The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin and The Lion King.  As President of Warner Bros Feature Animation he oversaw such hit movies as The Iron Giant and Space Jam.  At DreamWorks, he was co-executive producer for Spirit, Stallion of the Cimarron. 

Throughout his illustrious animation career, Max Howard has worked with UNICEF to bring health and social messages to developing countries in Africa, the Caribbean and South America through the use of animation, underscoring the important role this medium can bring to overcome ethnic and social prejudices.

Max Howard is currently producing a series of animated feature films for Exodus Film Group.  Igor, the company’s first production, was released in 2008.  The Hero of Color City opens in October this year, with a third film, Bunyan and Babe now in production.

Max also served as an executive producer on last years’ Christmas movie, Saving Santa.  In the works is a slate of independent animated feature films including A Matter of Tim, Gecko, The Pied Piper, 100% Wolf, and a TV series, “Planet Wrong.”  
In addition, Max is a sought after consultant and lecturer for the animation industry, working with companies and organizations from all around the world. 

He is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences, and the British Academy of Film and Television Arts.

Max was recently honored with a Doctor of Arts degree from Teesside University in the United Kingdom in recognition for his services to the animation industry.  

Max is a DeTao Master with the Beijing Masters Academy in China and a featured speaker at animation events around the world.

He also serves as the Chancellor of the Children’s University for the Middlesbrough region in the northeast of England.

Max divides his time between his homes in London and Los Angeles. 

COMPOSERS – ZOË POLEDOURIS-ROCHÉ & ANGEL ROCHÉ JR. 
Zoë Poledouris-Roché & Angel Roché Jr. are a husband-and-wife songwriting/composing team. 

Zoë is the daughter of the late renowned film composer Basil Poledouris. A fellow of the Sundance Institute Composer’s Lab, she boasts songwriting and scoring credits for major motion pictures (Starship Troopers, Cecil B. Demented, Bully) along with multiple festival favorites/independents (White Of Winter, Fourteen, Down and Out With The Dolls). 

Angel Roché Jr., the son of Puerto Rican immigrants, spent his childhood playing drums for his father’s salsa band in Chicago. Upon moving to LA he landed touring gigs with artists: Revolver, Dave Navarro, Mellowdrone and Oslo. Soon after, he was enlisted as recording and touring percussionist for multiple Grammy award-winner Ziggy Marley, a position he held for 11 years. 

Zoë & Angel have spent the last twelve years seamlessly melding their disparate backgrounds of salsa, rock, orchestral composition, pop, new wave, and reggae into a signature sound distinguishable by Zoë’s haunting melodies and Angel’s locomotive beats. To date they have collaborated on music for Larry Clark’s Teenage Caveman, Nicole Barnette’s short film “Fourteen” and a handful of extreme sport DVDs for Globe/WhyteHouse Productions. 

Their band LOONER has released multiple albums and toured the country extensively in the last decade. Zoë & Angel recently composed songs and the score for Exodus Film Group’s upcoming animated feature The Hero Of Color City.
ABOUT THE PHILANTHROPIC PARTNERS
CRAYON COLLECTION - Sheila Michail Morovati, founder

The Crayon Collection's mission is to collect as many crayons as possible via different channels and directly donate them to kids in need, without altering the crayons in any way. The charity was founded by Sheila Michail Morovati, and has successfully been collecting crayons from restaurants nationwide and donating them to Title I impoverished schools that cannot afford their own.

Millions of crayons end up in landfills every year instead of in the hands of children. Crayon Collection has implemented an extremely sustainable system whereby schools and restaurants are paired up so that millions of crayons are prevented from being discarded. This is particularly "green" because the crayons are being directly donated from the donor to the recipients, who are usually less than 2.5 miles apart. Crayon Collection relies on volunteers around the globe, and uses this process of repurposing gently used crayons as a relatable tool for teaching young children the benefits of recycling, reusing and reducing waste.
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Magnolia Pictures Presents an Exodus Film Group Toonz Entertainment Production
Starring 
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Directed by Frank Gladstone

Produced by John Eraklis and Max Howard

Screenplay by J.P. McCormick & Rick Raczelowski

And
Jess Kedward & Kirsty Peart 

Executive Producers – P. Jayakumar & Sandy Stone 
Co-Producer – Lawrence Rosen 
Music by Zoë Poledouris-Roché & Angel Roché Jr
Production Design – Philip A. Cruden 
Editor – Josh Gladstone 
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