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SYNOPSIS
Logline: Former SWAT leader David Hendrix and hard-partying movie star Brody Walker must cut their ride-along short when a police training facility is attacked by a team of mercenaries.

GRIDLOCKED is a crowd-pleasing action thriller in the tradition of Die Hard and Lethal Weapon. Former SWAT leader David Hendrix is down on his luck and has failed to receive medical clearance after taking a bullet on the job. Despite being highly trained and competent, his efforts have been reduced to routine tasks for the NYPD. As if things couldn't get any worse, he's been forced to babysit Brody Walker, a hard partying celebrity that's been sent on a mandatory ride-along as part of his probation.  Pampered and irritating, Walker is the last thing Hendrix needs. But, all of that changes when a police training facility comes under attack by a team of ruthless mercenaries led by the mysterious Korver.  
Now, Hendrix and Walker must band together with the remaining survivors to fight back and keep the mercenaries from overtaking the compound.... if they don't kill each other first.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – ALLAN UNGAR

Growing up, I found myself drawn to action films from the late 80's and early 90's. They had this allure to them which was instantly captivating. Almost magical.  Many of these films – now considered classics - employed an inherent and organic ability to entertain, thrill and excite audiences within the span of two hours.  You didn't always know what you were going to get, but you could be sure that you would always leave the theater with a grin on your face. It was the films of this specific genre where I found myself experiencing a multitude of unexpected emotions that were elicited through finely crafted storytelling and direction. 
Between maintaining high levels of testosterone and showcasing great displays of action, these movies managed to make you laugh. Sometimes they even made you cry. At their very core, what they all seemed to have was heart and charm. These filmmakers weren't worried about conventional rules and they weren't worried about running time. Suspension of disbelief didn't always matter. All that mattered was they took their time to develop the characters, the story arcs, and they got audiences invested. 
With Gridlocked, I wanted to find a way to amalgamate the various themes of films that I was inspired by, but also ensure that I was establishing my own voice. Where films like Lethal Weapon and The Hard Way found the lead duos resolving their differences over the course of the story, I made a conscious decision to let the air out by the end of the first act. Essentially what starts out as an odd couple film is then given a 180 and propelled into a siege film. This isn't necessarily conventional - and we've certainly seen it a handful of times - but it was important to me because it served as a way to help the audience bond with the characters. It also allowed me to put a spin on two of my favorite denominations in the genre: buddy cops and contained thrillers. 
Gridlocked pays tribute to a time where the number one rule in movie-going was to have fun. My goal has always been to ensure that viewers can walk away with the same kind of grin that I used to have after seeing films from the likes of Richard Donner, Shane Black, and John McTiernan. In pursuing that, I wanted to create a retro aesthetic that also felt modern. But while I was striving to stage and create great action sequences, one of the most important things was still the notion of having the audience care. Because at the end of the day, great action doesn't matter if the audience isn't invested.
· Allan Ungar
ABOUT THE FILM

Prepping
While Allan Ungar was developing the film, he spent a lot of time with real life operators and tactical consultants. He was granted access to a restricted facility not unlike the one depicted in the film, and it was there that many of the SRT (Strategic Response Team) traits came to life. Stunt Coordinator Neil Davison had already fostered relationships with many of the individuals that characters in the film were inspired by, and it was through him that the production was able to garner their support. It was the filmmaker's goal to make sure that these officers and their tactics were depicted as accurately as possible.

Training/Realism
Director Allan Ungar made it very clear from the start that he wanted the action in the film to be as authentic and visceral as possible. He spent months with Stunt Coordinator Neil Davison discussing the best way to implement their ideas and ensure that the actors could all be trained while facing budget limitations. The individuals that were responsible for training the actors came from elite special operations at JTF2 (Joint Task Force) as well as SWAT. 
Dominic Purcell worked days in advance of the shoot as well as during weekends to rehearse his hand to hand fight sequences as well as familiarize himself with weapon tactics. All of the other cast members were taken through Kill House exercises and were encouraged to practice in the mock up set during their off hours. 
Going Practical
All of the action sequences were achieved through practical effects in camera, with the exception of a few muzzle flashes and blood shots. The film's budget did not allow for the desired amount of gunfire, however Director Allan Ungar and Producer Bruno Marino managed to convince the weapon coordinators to assist them and go easy on the production. Gridlocked has fired more on screen ammunition than most Canadian films
ABOUT THE CAST 
DOMINIC PURCELL (Dave Hendrix) is an English-born Australian actor best known for his role as Lincoln Burrows in Fox's critically acclaimed series Prison Break. He has gone on to star in films such as Blade Trinity, Equilibrium, Assault on Wall Street, and A Fighting Man. He is currently starring in the CW show Legends of Tomorrow from DC comics.

STEPHEN LANG (Korver) is a renowned actor and playwright who garnered international praise after starring in James Cameron's 2009 blockbuster hit Avatar. Off screen, Lang has had a very successful stage career not only as an actor, but as a writer and director. He has worked with some of the greatest filmmakers of this generation and appeared in films such as Tombstone, Manhunter, The Hard Way, and Public Enemies. He is set to reprise the role of Miles Quaritch in the next 3 Avatar films. 
CODY HACKMAN (Brody) is a Canadian actor, producer, and martial artist who moved to Los Angeles in 2007. After studying at the Sanford Meisner Studio, he landed a few roles in various films before moving back to Canada to co-write and star in the film Tapped, which was his first collaboration with Allan Ungar. He has gone on to produce several films and has opened his own production company which is set to adapt the New York Times bestselling novel Ugly Love.
TRISH STRATUS (Gina) is a WWE Hall Of Famer, fitness guru, and considered to be one of the greatest female wrestlers of all time. She made her debut as a villain under the Sunday Night Heat banner in 2000 and went on to share storylines with The Rock, Chris Jericho, and Vince McMahon.  After retiring from the WWE, Stratus starred in her first film Bounty Hunters which was released in 2011. She currently runs a successful Yoga business and lives in Toronto with her husband Ron and her son Max. 
DANNY GLOVER (Sully) is regarded as one of the most iconic American actors today, having appeared alongside Mel Gibson in the famous Lethal Weapon franchise. Born in San Franciso, Glover is a stage actor, director, and political activist. He served as the Goodwill Ambassador to the UN Development Program and has won numerous awards for his wide-reaching community work. Glover has starred in over 100 films including The Color Purple, Saw, Dreamgirls, Shooter, and Predator 2. 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS


ALLAN UNGAR (Writer, Director) grew up in Toronto, Canada before attending the New York Film Academy in Los Angeles. After he graduated, he moved back home and earned a BFA from York University. When he was 23, he wrote and directed the film Tapped Out, an action drama set in the world of Mixed Martial Arts. It starred Michael Biehn and was released by Lionsgate and VVS Films. Ungar also produced the upcoming psychological thriller Lower Bay starring Rose McGowan and Christopher Lloyd, and most recently penned the newest action film for director Dominic Sena.
BRUNO MARINO (Producer) is a Toronto based filmmaker who has produced over 30 films and garnered multiple awards from festivals around the world. He is a member of the Producer’s Guild of America, the Canadian Media Production Association, and currently operates under his new banner High Star Entertainment, which focuses on developing and producing high quality content for the domestic and international marketplace. His credits include Anything Goes (eOne), Tapped Out (Lionsgate), and Berkshire County (A71).
ROB ROBOL (Co-writer) is an Ohio native who graduated from the University of Southern California. While working at the New York Film Academy, he met director Allan Ungar and the two began collaborating on several screenplays. His TV pilot, Model Behavior, was produced with Dick Van Dyke, and he served as a producer on Tapped Out. He is currently a defense attorney in Columbus and while practicing law, he has been working to establish a more prominent film and television industry there.
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