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SYNOPSIS

Brian Cox stars as Jacques, the curmudgeonly owner of a gritty New York dive bar that serves as home to a motley assortment of professional drinkers. Jacques is determinedly drinking and smoking himself to death when he meets Lucas (Dano), a homeless young man who has already given up on life.  Determined to keep his legacy alive, Jacques deems Lucas is a fitting heir and takes him under his wing, schooling him in the male-centric laws of his alcoholic clubhouse: no new customers, no fraternizing with customers and, absolutely no women. Lucas is a quick study, but their friendship is put to the test when the distraught and beautiful April (Isild Le Besco) shows up at the bar seeking shelter, and Lucas insists they help her out.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – DAGUR KARI 
“I really like the sitcom format; to be stuck in an endless loop with your favorite characters in clearly defined story settings. I like the art‐house cinema too and alternative dramatic structures. The sitcom tends to have crappy aesthetics and the art‐house tends to take itself too seriously. My aim is to make a broth out of the elements I love from each format. To mix humor with poetry and comedy with tragedy.”
ABOUT THE ACTORS

BRIAN COX – Jacques 
Brian Cox is an award-winning actor of the stage, screen and television.  A veteran of more than 50 feature films, he appeared in the independent films Red and The Escapist, both of which were official selections at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival and released worldwide.  

He stars in the upcoming feature film The Good Heart, co-starring Paul Dano.  He was also a member of the voice cast for The Fantastic Mr. Fox directed by Wes Anderson, which is currently playing in U.S. theaters. He recently starred in Tell-Tale, directed by Michael Cuesta (L.I.E.).   Earlier this year, he filmed “The Day of the Triffids” in the UK for the BBC with an all-star cast including Vanessa Redgrave, Dougray Scott, and Joely Richardson.   He also starred in “The Take,” a mini-series for Sky TV in the UK.   He recently wrapped production on Ironclad in Wales, in which he stars alongside Paul Giamatti and Derek Jacobi.

Cox appeared in Ryan Murphy’s Running With Scissors, Woody Allen’s critically acclaimed Match Point, Wes Craven’s acclaimed Red Eye, and in the hit action thriller sequel The Bourne Supremacy, reprising the role he first played in the 2002 blockbuster The Bourne Identity.  He made a memorable cameo appearance as famed attorney Melvin Belli in the star-studded thriller Zodiac. 

Cox earned AFI and Independent Spirit Award nominations for his work in the critically hailed independent film L.I.E., and also shared in a Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award nomination as part of the ensemble cast in Spike Jonze’s Adaptation.  His long list of film credits to include Troy X2, 25th Hour, The Ring, The Rookie, The Affair of the Necklace, For Love of the Game, Rushmore, Desperate Measures, The Boxer, Kiss the Girls, Braveheart, Rob Roy, Hidden Agenda and Nicholas and Alexandra.  His first American film role was his chilling portrayal of the original Hannibal Lecter in Michael Mann’s Manhunter.
On television, Cox delivered a striking performance as Hermann Goering in the miniseries “Nuremberg,” for which he won an Emmy Award and was nominated for Golden Globe and SAG Awards.  He also earned an Emmy Award nomination for his guest appearance on the comedy series “Frasier.”  He also co-starred as flamboyant theater producer Jack Langrish in the third season of HBO’s hit original series “Deadwood.” 

Born in Scotland, Cox trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts and has appeared in dozens of plays on the stages of London, New York and Scotland.  Repeatedly honored for his work in the theatre, Cox won two Olivier Awards for his performances in “Rat in the Skull” and “Titus Andronicus;” British Theatre Association Drama Awards for Best Actor for his work in “The Taming of the Shrew” and “Strange Interlude;” and the Lucille Lortel Award, as well as Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle nominations, for “St. Nicholas.” He spent eight months in London’s West End, starring as Max in Tom Stoppard’s “Rock ‘n Roll,” a role he reprised on Broadway earlier this year.

Cox has helmed stage productions of “I Love My Life,” “Mrs. Warren’s Profession,” “The Philanderer,” “The Master Builder” and “Richard III.”  He made his television directorial debut on the critically acclaimed HBO prison drama “Oz.”

A prolific writer, Cox has authored two non-fiction books: The Lear Diaries and Salem to Moscow: An Actor’s Odyssey.  He has contributed to the New York Times Arts & Leisure section, and has written articles for a number of other publications.

In 2003, Cox’s contributions to the arts were honored by Queen Elizabeth II, who named him a Commander of the British Empire.  In 2006, Empire Magazine (UK) honored his film achievements with the Empire Icon Award.  In 2007, the UK Film Council named him one of the Top 10 powerful British film stars in Hollywood today.
PAUL DANO – Lucas 
In a relatively short period, Paul Dano has collaborated with some of the most acclaimed writers and directors of his generation. Following noteworthy performances in Paul Thomas Anderson's There Will Be Blood and Little Miss Sunshine, directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris, Dano most recently appeared as Alexander (the goat-like creature) in Where the Wild Things Are, directed by Spike Jonze and co-written by Jonze and Dave Eggers.

On June 25, Dano stars alongside Tom Cruise, Cameron Diaz and Peter Sarsgaard in the action comedy Knight and Day (Twentieth Century Fox), directed by James Mangold.  Dano also stars this year in two Magnolia Films releases.  Dagur Kari’s Toronto Film Festival selection THE GOOD HEART is a character-driven dramedy that follows an ailing misanthrope (Brian Cox, with whom Dano first starred in L.I.E.) who takes a homeless kid (Dano) under his wing in order to keep his grungy New York bar in business.  In The Extra Man, an eccentric comedy based on Jonathan Ames’ popular novel, Dano plays a young prep school teacher and aspiring playwright who finds himself sharing a Manhattan apartment with an escort for rich widows (Kevin Kline).  

Earlier this year, Dano completed work on So Yong Kim’s For Ellen, a drama in which he plays a struggling musician who embarks on an overnight journey to confront his former wife for custody of their child.  Dano also serves as an executive producer.  In addition, he appears in Kelly Reichardt’s forthcoming Meek’s Cutoff, a period drama about a team of families who enlist mountain man Stephen Meek to guide them through the Cascade Mountains. Michelle Williams and Zoe Kazan also star. 

In 2007, Dano garnered a BAFTA nomination for Best Supporting Actor as a charismatic young preacher opposite Daniel Day-Lewis in the aforementioned There Will Be Blood.  His performance as an angst-ridden physical fitness/Nietzche devotee who has taken a vow of silence in Little Miss Sunshine earned Dano the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Young Actor and an Independent Spirit Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor.  The ensemble earned Screen Actors Guild and Broadcast Film Critics Association awards.  Dano also won an Independent Spirit Award (Best Debut Performance) for his portrayal of a teenager forced to navigate his adolescence virtually unsupervised in Michael Cuseta's L.I.E. 

Dano’s credits also include Ang Lee's Taking Woodstock, Rebecca Miller's The Ballad of Jack and Rose with Daniel Day Lewis and Catherine Keener, Richard Linklater's Fast Food Nation, Taking Lives, The King, Explicit Ills and Weapons.
Growing up in Manhattan and Connecticut, Dano began his career on the New York stage with supporting roles on Broadway in "Inherit the Wind" opposite George C. Scott and Charles Durning and "A Christmas Carol" with Ben Vereen and Terrence Mann.  He returned to the stage in 2007 with The New Group's off-Broadway production of "Things We Want," directed by Ethan Hawke and co-starring Peter Dinklage, Josh Hamilton and Zoe Kazan.

ISILD LE BESCO – April 

Isild was born in Paris, France in 1982 and is the daughter of actress Catherine Belkhodja. In addition to acting, Le Besco has written and directed the films Charly and Demi-tarif. Her many screen credits as actress includes Sade, You Will be Mine, Backstage, The Cost of Living, and Girls Can’t Swin. 
 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

DAGUR KARI – Director & Screenwriter 
Born 1973 in Aix‐en‐Provence, France to Icelandic parents. Moved to Iceland at the age of 3 and was raised there. Studied film directing in Copenhagen from 1995‐1999. Graduation film “Lost Weekend” won a sea of international awards.

First feature Noi Albinoi was released in 2003 and was a world wide art‐house hit. Second feature Dark Horse premiered in Cannes´ Un Certain Regard in

2005. 
Dagur is also a musician and has been a member of a duo named Slowblow since 1994. They have released albums and composed the soundtrack to all of Kari´s films.
FILMS (as writer/director)

2009 The Good Heart (Iceland, 96 min)

2005 Dark Horse (Denmark, 92 min, 10 int’l awards)

2003 Nói Albínói (Iceland, 94 min, 19 int’l awards)

1999 Lost Weekend (Denmark, 37 min, 14 int’l awards)

1998 Old Spice (Iceland, 17 min)

1997 The Violinmaker (Denmark, 17 min)
EDUCATION

1995-1999 The National Film School of Denmark

‐Director´s Program‐
FILMS (original music score)

2009 The Good Heart (slowblow)

2005 Dark Horse (slowblow)

2003 Nói Albínói (slowblow)

1998 Old Spice (slowblow)

1997 The Violinmaker
ALBUMS

2005 “Slowblow” (slowblow)

2003 “Nói Albínói” (slowblow)

1996 “Fousque” (slowblow)
1994 “QuicksilverTuna” (slowblow)
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