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SYNOPSIS

Father and son Bill and Karl (real life father and son Bob and Robin Hill) have just been released from jail free and clear, but all is not well at Down Terrace. Patriarchs of a small crime family, their business is plagued with infighting. Karl has had more than he can take of his old man's philosophizing and preaching, and Bill thinks Karl's dedication to the family is seriously compromised when he takes up with an estranged girlfriend who claims to be carrying his baby. To make matters worse, there’s an unidentified informant in their midst that could send them all to prison for a very long time, and none of their associates can be trusted.

The feature film debut of writer/director Ben Wheatley, co-written by star Robin Hill, DOWN TERRACE is a darkly funny work of social surrealism, described in the press as “The Sopranos” if imagined by Mike Leigh or Ken Loach. Produced by Andrew Starke of Boum Productions, and executive produced by Baby Cow Films, Steve Coogan and Henry Normal’s production company (“24 Hour Party People,” “The Mighty Boosh”), the film features stars of such beloved British TV shows as “Spaced,” “The Office” and “Extras.”
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – BEN WHEATLEY

When I was a kid I wanted to make films, but I never had a camera. Mine isn’t the story of the kid whose dad had a super 8 camera and who saved up for rolls of film. When I got to college I got hold of a video camera but didn’t realize you had to edit the material. So I shot things but they just sat on the tapes. Later I learned to edit but it was hard to get an edit suite. That was the goal, get in an edit suite. So as you can see a lot of excuses. 

Last year I had an edit suite in my house. I had loads of talented friends. I had lots of experience shooting adverts and television. I had no excuse. 

DOWN TERRACE is a pragmatic film. It's written to fit my circumstances. I didn't have any money, or at least I wasn't about to mortgage my house so I knew the film would be made with favors.

Luckily I have a lot of generous friends. DOWN TERRACE started with Rob Hill and his dad Bob Hill.  I have been making films with Rob for 15 years. To start with he acted in shorts I made, then we co-wrote lots of scripts together. Lately he's been working as my editor. Many of the shorts were shot in his parents’ house on Down Terrace and some have featured his long suffering father Bob. The scripts I had written with Rob were all spec Hollywood pieces. We learnt pretty quickly that an unmade script is a pretty sad thing. It's useless really. You can’t do anything with it. It just sits there. So I thought if I write another script it’s going to be something I can make.  

So that was the core idea. To write something that featured Rob and Bob and that we could shoot on Down Terrace. Stars and Location. 

The ideas in the DOWN TERRACE script had been bubbling about for years.  I'd wanted to make a film about the structure of drug supply in Brighton and had filmed some interviews with local 'characters.' It was going to show how the drug scene works and then how it can unravel. I wrote that script and stuck it in a drawer. 
DOWN TERRACE turned out to be the absolute opposite of that script. You don't find out how anything works. You don’t even know what they do really. It wasn’t important. As the script went on I stripped more of the literal crime stuff out and focused on the family.

It's taken from my experience of families living on top of each other—of the fading influence of fathers and the frustration of underachieving sons.

I had made a short film with Rob and Bob called 'Rob Loves Kerry.' This was the template for DOWN TERRACE. Editing that, I realized that you could cut to the meat of the emotion and lose exposition. That people in real life shout and scream one minute and are laughing and joking the next. Films don’t really show this, emotion tends to be more on a gradual arc. The love, hate, love model seemed much more real to me. DOWN TERRACE has this rhythm. Karl and Bill hate each other and they love each other. Maggie loves Karl but she is also completely cold to him. 

I took the script to Rob and we worked on the characters and rewrote the dialogue. It was time to make it.

I have known producer Andy Starke for years. After an initial "Oh god, why are do you want to make a gangster film?" he read the script and was in.  We all sat down and tried to work out how to make the film. We did some sums and came up with maximum amount of days you could ask people to give their time for free. We thought eight days. 

From that we worked backwards dividing the amount of scenes with amount of days. It was insane. Some days there were 40 scenes to shoot. 

Director of Photography Laurie Rose came on board. We decided to shoot on the Red Camera. We did a test day and we found that we could shoot fast enough to keep up with the schedule. The Red stripped away the need for lots of light. It became apparent that we could have as much time on camera with the actors as you might on a TV production but just not have any of the lighting tweaks. It looked great and never felt like a compromise.  

I assembled the rest of the cast from people I’ve worked with on television over the years. I had written the parts with them in mind and found that without exception everyone said yes. We piled into the house in Down Terrace and shot the film. 

Having a mix of professional actors and non actors was really important. There's a level of reality to the Rob and Bob performances that is very hard to achieve. The film was shot pretty closely to the script though we would shoot looser 'off script' versions of the scenes. Not quite improvised more paraphrased. This kept things fresh. Some scenes are completely improvised. Bills rant about the 60's was filmed as an actual interview. That moment is all Bob.
Looking back on the production of DOWN TERRACE it all feels like a fever dream. As I write this I can’t quite believe that we made the film in that amount of time. It wasn't a struggle, it was great. And now I haven't got any excuse but to make another one.

· Ben Wheatley
ABOUT THE CAST
JULIA DEAKIN – Maggie 
Julia Deakin has appeared in numerous film & television roles and is perhaps best known for her portrayal of Stella Tulley in Side by Side and Marsha, the aging but lovely divorcée rock chick landlady, in the British sitcom “Spaced” (1999).

Deakin earlier appeared in the television sitcom “Oh, Doctor Beeching!”(1996 - 1997) where she played the role of May Skinner, replacing Sherrie Hewson from the original pilot. She has also made many single television appearances, including playing Jill, the receptionist from Pear Tree Productions, in one episode of the first series of “I'm Alan Partridge”, a rural dominatrix in “Doc Martin” as well as roles in “Midsomer Murders” and “Coronation Street.” She appeared in the sketch comedy series “Big Train” alongside fellow “Spaced” cast members Simon Pegg and Mark Heap. She plays Dr. Jean in the Alan segments on “Modern Toss.”
She also had cameos in Edgar Wright’s highly acclaimed feature films Shaun of the Dead (2004) and Hot Fuzz (2007).  She is married to actor and author Michael Simkins.
DAVID SCHAAL – Uncle Eric
David Schaal is a seasoned film actor working with directors as diverse as Menhaj Huda (Kidulthood), Paul Greengrass (The Murder of Stephen Lawrence), Jaco Van Dormael (Mr. Nobody) and Michael Winner (Dirty Weekend). David is best known for playing Glyn (Taffy), the warehouse manager, in Ricky Gervais’ and Stephen Merchant’s BAFTA and Golden Globe award winning comedy series, “The Office.” He also plays Terry Cartwright in Channel 4’s BAFTA award winning comedy series, “The Inbetweeners,” which is about to film the third series.

TONY WAY – Garvey
One of the leading lights of the new wave of British comedy actors, Way started his career in comedy and acting age 17 when he, Rhys Thomas, Stephen Burge and Glynne Wiley started making amateur comedy videos as sketch group Stay Alive Pepi while still at college in their home town of Wickford, Essex. The videos were viewed and enjoyed
by Bob Mortimer and “The Fast Show's” Charlie Higson who gave Way his first television appearance in a Suit You sketch on the “Fast Show.” Way has gone on to write and perform in many popular television comedy shows, particularly “Tittybangbang,” Ricky Gervais’s award winning “Extras,” “The Impressions Show” and Vic Reeve’s “Shooting Stars.”
Way has also performed in several television dramas and feature films including Tunnel of Love, Finding Neverland, Cheeky, Ali G Indahouse and Fairytales.
MICHAEL SMILEY – Pringle
Michael Smiley is a comic and actor currently living in England. He was born in Belfast, and moved to London in his 20s with his wife. He is well-known for his role as Tyres for 2 episodes of Simon Pegg and Jessica Stevenson's television series “Spaced” and for his appearances at the Edinburgh Fringe and the Melbourne Comedy Festival. 

He began doing stand-up in 1993, after accepting a bet at an open-mic night. He had worked previously as a bike messenger (like his character in “Spaced,” Tyres O'Flaherty) and as a DJ.  
In 2003, he guest starred in the “Doctor Who” audio drama “Creatures of Beauty.”
He has also appeared in all three series of “The Maltby Collection” on Radio 4 as Des Wainwright, an eccentric security guard who keeps repeating himself and reminding people he was in the SAS.

He has appeared in numerous feature films including, Perfume – The Story of a Murderer, The Other Boleyn Girl & Outpost.

He is married to the journalist and broadcaster Miranda Sawyer.
MARK KEMPNER – Councilor Bermon
Mark started life as a professional actor following 20 years as an engineer and has had a varied career in film, television and the theatre.

 

His recent theatrical roles include the lead role of Robert in the world premiere of “Life Model” for Powerhouse Theatre, Stuart in “Confusions,” Thorndike Alderman Fitzwarren in “Dick Whittington” for Channel Theatre and Toad in “Wind in the Willows” as a tour for Channel Theatre Co.

 
Mark has been in many of the UK’s most popular TV shows including

“Wycliffe,” “Eastenders.” “ Worst Week of My Life,” “Little Dorrit,” “The Bill Holbit Show,” “Peep Show” and “Modern Toss,” directed by Ben Wheatley. 

GARETH TUNLEY – Jon from London
Gareth Tunley is best known for appearances on sitcoms and comedy dramas such as “Peep Show” (C4) and “Pulling” (BBC). He’s also a well known figure on the live character comedy circuit, has taken three shows up to the Edinburgh Comedy Festival and was a member of the “Ealing Live! Troupe.” He has worked with Ben Wheatley on various projects in the past including the innovative sketch show “The Wrong Door” (BBC 3). In 2009, as well as appearing in DOWN TERRACE he appeared alongside Noel Fielding in Chris Boyle’s comedy Zombie epic I Spit On Your Rave produced by Warp Films

ABOUT THE CREW 

BEN WHEATLEY – Director

Ben has spent the last ten years honing his comedy writing in the bear pit of the internet. His animations, films, cartoons, comic strips and viral ads have an international audience via his website Mrand MrsWheatley and have been seen by over 20 million people.
In the last few years Ben has directed adverts for major brands such as Carling Black Label, Pot Noodle, Samsung and Philips. He has won numerous awards including Gold, Silver and Bronze Lions at Cannes Advertising Festival. He has directed two series of acclaimed Channel Four (UK) comedy series “Modern Toss,” the BAFTA nominated “Wrong Door” for BBC3 and is about to start directing his second series of “Ideal,” the hugely popular BBC series starring UK comedian Johnny Vegas. 

DOWN TERRACE is his debut feature film. The film was also co-written by Ben and his long time collaborator Robin Hill.
ANDY STARKE – Producer

After ten years in the world of television post-production, and five years as part of psychedelic rock group “Regular Fries” (currently residing in the “where-are-they-now” section), Starke founded Boum Productions with award winning writer and film historian, Pete Tombs. For Boum, Starke has written, produced, directed & edited numerous TV, film and documentary projects.  

Boum has received worldwide acclaim for its ground breaking Mondo Macabro DVD label, focusing on "the wild side of world cinema” and dedicated to preserving formally “lost” genre movies from countries not usually associated with “popular” cinema.

In 2007 Boum founded Mondo Macabro Movies to bring original productions to the screen – the first, Zibahkhana, directed by Omar Ali Khan,  was the first ever modern horror movie to be independently produced in Pakistan, and went on to win multiple awards and play worldwide on the festival circuit, before being sold for distribution in all the major territories.

Their second feature, DOWN TERRACE, was directed by Ben Wheatley and has already won Best Picture at Austin’s Fantastic Fest, and Best UK Feature, at 2009’s Raindance Festival in London.

Mondo Macbro Movies are currently working on Wheatley’s follow up to DOWN TERRACE, along with a slate of original productions.
ROBIN HILL – Co-Writer/Actor/Editor/Executive Producer

 Longtime collaborator of director Ben Wheatley, Rob grew up on Down Terrace, and spent many years making films there. An editor by trade, Rob has worked extensively in film, TV, commercials and virals including “Amazing Wizards”. After a long time working in London for money, Rob returned to his family home to work on DOWN TERRACE, acting opposite both his father and his wife.
BABY COW – Production Company
Established in 1999 by award winning comedy creators Steve Coogan and Henry Normal, Baby Cow Productions Ltd has gained an enviable reputation for nurturing new British comedy talent, whilst teaming up with the best of the UK's established writers, directors and producers.

Baby Cow has produced award winning and highly acclaimed TV programs for the BBC, ITV, UK digital channels, world sales and DVD sales. Shows include, “I’m Alan Partridge,” “The Mighty Boosh” & “Gavin & Stacey.” Baby Cow Films productions include the Michael Winterbottom directed 24 Hour Party People & A Cock & Bull Story.

Specializing in cutting edge comedy Baby Cow are working with some of the hottest names in this field both in front and behind camera over a wide range of bold and innovative programs for both national and international television.  

CAST LIST
Bill – Robert Hill

Karl – Robin Hill

Maggie – Julia Deakin

Eric – David Schaal

Garvey – Tony Way

Valda – Kerry Peacock

Pringle – Michael Smiley

Councillor Berman – Mark Kempner

Pringle’s kid – Kitty Blue

Johhny – Gareth Tunley
Mrs Garvey – Kali Peacock

Spitz – Luke Hartney

Mrs Pringle – Janet Hill

Bill’s band member 1 – Simon Smith

Bill’s band member 2 – Paul George

Bill’s band member 3 – Simon Walker





CREW LIST


Directed by Ben Wheatley 

Produced by Andy Starke

Written by Ben Wheatley & Robin Hill

Cinematography – Laurie Rose

Edited by Robin Hill

Sound Design – Martin Pavey

Composer – Jim Williams

Electronic Music – Steven Thrower

Picture Grade – Perry Gibbs

Sound – Rob Entwistle

Sound – Andy Hoare

Sound – Sara Hunt

Sound – Joao Valle

Camera Assistant – David Warren

Camera Assistant – Chris Omand
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