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SYNOPSIS

DIGGERS combines humor and pathos in a bittersweet story about a tightly-knit cluster of friends, all of whom are forced to embrace change as their small-town way of life is soon to be altered forever.

It’s September 1976 on the south shore of Long Island. Ads on the TV in the local bar announce “a change coming over America” with the upcoming Ford-Carter presidential election, but local clam diggers are more worried about losing their already-fragile trade to an encroaching corporation. 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Hunt (Paul Rudd) is a digger, but one with a restless, imaginative side exemplified by the black-and-white Polaroids he takes. Hunt’s lifelong buddies and fellow diggers include Frankie Lozo (Ken Marino), a brash father struggling to support five kids and his longsuffering but spunky wife, Julie (Sarah Paulson); laid-back local ladies’ man Jack (Ron Eldard); and philosophy-spouting pot dealer Cons (Josh Hamilton). 

A sudden death propels the four best friends to look at their lives, as it does for Hunt’s recently-divorced (and “Hite Report”-reading) older sister, Gina (Maura Tierney), who works as a waitress at the local diner. Meanwhile, Hunt falls for a hip young woman visiting from Manhattan, Zoe (Lauren Ambrose), who wonders why his artistic impulses don’t propel him out of a dead-end town.

This rich slice-of-life from America’s not-too-distant past recalls such ‘70s character-driven staples as DINER, THE LAST PICTURE SHOW, and BREAKING AWAY. DIGGERS boasts a knock-out ensemble cast, the emotional sensitivity and outrageous comedy of a screenplay by Ken Marino (writer/producer on David Wain’s forthcoming THE TEN, and co-creator of the legendary MTV show “The State”) and A GOOD BABY director Katherine Dieckmann’s keen sense of period verisimilitude and heartfelt blend of drama and humor. 

CAST

Hunt…………………………………………………………...……………………PAUL RUDD

Zoey..………………………………………………………………………LAUREN AMBROSE

Jack……………………………….………….………………….………………...RON ELDARD

Cons…………………………..……………………………………….……...JOSH HAMILTON

Julie…..…………………………………………………………………..…..SARAH PAULSON

Frankie Lozo……………………..………………...…………………….………KEN MARINO

Gina…………………………………………………………………….…….MAURA TIERNEY


FILMMAKERS

Director……………………………………………….…………...KATHERINE DIECKMANN

Writer …………….………..…………………………………………….……….KEN MARINO

Producers………………………………………………………………..……ANNE CHAISSON

    JASON KLIOT

   JOANA VICENTE

         KEN MARINO

Co-producers……………………………………………….……….………….....…JON STERN

Executive Producers………………………………………….………..…….…..MARK CUBAN

    TODD WAGNER

         DAVID WAIN

Director of Photography……………..………….………………..…MICHAEL MCDONOUGH

Production Designer…………………………………………….....…...ROSHELLE BERLINER

Art Director………………………………..………...………………………..KATYA DEBEAR

Costume Designer…………………………………………………..…..CATHERINE GEORGE

Editor………………..…………………………………..………….…..MALCOLM JAMIESON

           SABINE HOFFMAN

Sound……...………………………………………………………….….……..JEFF PULLMAN

Q&A WITH DIRECTOR KATHERINE DIECKMANN AND 

WRITER/ACTOR KEN MARINO

Ken, how autobiographical is this story for you, and why did you want to bring it to the big screen?

KM:  The story is not really autobiographical, it’s loosely based on memories of when my father was a clam digger.  It’s more of an homage to him and the town where I grew up.

You’re from Long Island and your father, grandfather and uncle were all clam diggers.  Were you also expected to become a clam digger?  How did your family react to you becoming an actor? 

KM:  No, I was never expected to be a clam digger.  By the time I was a teenager everyone had moved on to other professions.  My family has always been supportive of my acting and writing.  

How did you two team up for this film?

KD:  I came to Ken’s script fairly late in the process:  I read it in May 2005 and we were shooting by that July.  Originally David Wain, with whom Ken developed the screenplay, and who is one of the executive producers on the film, was slated to direct, but then Comedy Central greenlit his cable series, “Stella,” and David was unavailable.  HDNet’s Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente, producers on “Diggers,” knew my work well, and felt that this project would be very much up my lyrical-comedic alley, which it emphatically was. Ken and I got on the phone and had an aesthetic meeting of the minds, then met and worked together to rewrite the script about six weeks prior to shooting.

Ken, the film features a lot of actors you’ve previously worked with.  How far back do you go with Paul Rudd, Ron Eldard, and Sarah Paulson?

KM:  Paul and I met while stuck at a camp for four weeks shooting “Wet Hot American Summer” (directed by David Wain).  We became good friends and since then have sung a disgusting amount of karaoke together.  Following “Diggers,” Paul and I collaborated on “The Ten.” Ron and I never worked together on “Men Behaving Badly.”  I actually replaced him after he left the show.  We were friends prior to shooting “Diggers.”  Sarah and I became friends on the short-lived series “Leap of Faith.”
How much did Paul Rudd know about clam digging and that world before the movie and how good did he get?  

KD:  Paul knew absolutely nothing.  We sent the guys out to Long Island for a tutorial, and a family friend of Ken’s named Charlie Prott gave the actors lessons in clamdigging. I think Paul wound up looking utterly convincing, in the way he handled the rake (which is unbelievably heavy) and just generally created a sense that this guy had always been on boats, that this was his life, that he was completely part of the texture of that world.

KM:  Paul knew literally nothing about clam digging prior to working on “Diggers.”  Now he is ranked 4th nationally in digging.  He teaches a workshop at Long Island Community College, the pay is not great but it’s not really about the money for him, it’s about the digging.

What was the best part of directing this film for you, Katherine?

KD:  The best part was working from a funny, compassionate script with an incredible ensemble of actors, who brought so much to their scenes and really adopted a positive, uncomplaining attitude during sometimes arduous shooting conditions.  The cast also savored working with each other.  For any director who cares deeply about performance, getting to watch good actors push to reach difficult and authentic places is a privilege.  I was also incredibly fortunate with my main production team – director of photography Michael McDonough, production designer Roshelle Berliner, and costume designer, Catherine George.  They were the holy troika that kept the film looking real and period-accurate (but never aggressively so), and supported my vision for “Diggers” every step of the way.

Have either of you lost your appetite for clams?

KD:  Not at all.  Quite the contrary.

KM:  No, I’ve only increased my clam intake.  If my wife doesn’t include clams in at least one part of my dinner, I make her sleep outside.  Even, if it’s raining.  I’m not heartless though,  She has a poncho. 

How did you both go about choosing the 1970s era music?  Did any song have special significance for you?

KM:  We wanted to pick music that evoked both the era and vibe of this working class community.

KD:  Also, we really wanted to select songs that weren’t the usual ‘70s-stereotypical tracks.  Our music supervisors Randall Poster and Jim Dunbar labored long and hard to find songs that were affordable, true to the time, and idiosyncratic. I’m a huge Big Star fan, so I was thrilled we got to have three tracks by them in the movie, especially “Thirteen,” which is possibly one of the most poignant songs ever recorded, and creates a perfect sense of bittersweet romance at a pivotal moment in the movie.  It was also a pleasure to get to use one of Dan Zanes’ sea shanties (“Minguelay Boat Song”) over the shot of the four guys sitting out on the funeral home steps at dusk, and then again when they sink the dead father’s boat.  
What do you hope audiences will take away from this film?

KD:  I’m always drawn to movies that look at individuals at points of pressure, challenge, and transformation, without some larger encompassing plotline overriding the interest in probing complexities of feeling – “Half Nelson” would be a recent example.  I hope audiences will leave with the sense that both personal and political change are inevitable, and can ultimately be positive. The idea of abandoning fear to embrace risk is sometimes a large enough message for a movie to send.

KM:  Mostly I hope they take their personal belongings with them, but also I think it would be great if they took their trash. Because let’s face it, no one likes a dirty theater.

ABOUT THE CAST
PAUL RUDD – Hunt
Paul Rudd continues to surprise audiences with his widely diverse performances on stage, screen, and television.

Rudd stars in Amy Heckerling's romantic comedy, I COULD NEVER BE YOUR WOMAN opposite Michelle Pfeiffer.  The film follows a mother (Pfeiffer) who falls for a younger man (Rudd) while her daughter falls in love for the first time.  Rudd reunites with Heckerling, who directed him in the 1995 hit, "Clueless."  MGM will release the film on June 15, 2007.

Rudd will also star in KNOCKED UP his third film with director Judd Apatow.

Rudd stars opposite Seth Rogan and Katherine Heigl.  Rudd plays Heigl's hen-pecked brother-in-law Pete in the upcoming comedy about a one-night stand with unexpected consequences.  Universal will release the film on June 1, 2007.  

Additionally, Rudd will star in David Wain's THE TEN, a comedy spoofing the Ten Commandments featuring an ensemble cast including Winona Ryder, Amanda Peet, Jessica Alba, Justin Theroux, Ken Marino, Liev Schrieber, Famke Janssen, and Adam Brody.  Rudd plays Jeff, the narrator of the film who presents every commandment as we see him commit adultery on his wife Gretchen (Famke Janssen) with the young and beautiful Liz (Jessica Alba).

The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival.  Rudd also served as producer on the film.

Rudd also appears in 20th Century Fox's RENO 911 which opened on February 23, 2007. 

Rudd's other film credits include THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN, ANCHORMAN,
THE CIDER HOUSE RULES, THE OBJECT OF MY AFFECTION, WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER, THE CHATEAU, CLUELESS, and WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S ROMEO + JULIET among others.

On stage, Rudd starred in Richard Greenberg's "Three Days of Rain" opposite Julia Roberts and Bradley Cooper.  He also starred in Neil Labute's "Bash"

in both New York and Los Angeles as well as Labute's "The Shape of Things"

in London and New York.  After successful runs on both the London and New York stage, LaBute brought "The Shape of Things" to the big screen.

Rudd made his West End debut in the London production of Robin Phillips'

"Long Days Journey Into Night" opposite Jessica Lange.  Other stage credits include Nicholas Hynter's "Twelfth Night" at Lincoln Center Theater with a special performance which aired on PBS' "Great Performances" and in Alfred Uhry's Tony Award winning play, "The Last Night of Ballyhoo."

On television, Rudd guest starred on NBC's "Friends" as Phoebe's (Lisa Kudrow) husband Mike Hannigan for the final two seasons and starred as Nick Carraway in A&E's production of "The Great Gatsby."
LAUREN AMBROSE - Zoey
Lauren Ambrose recently completed the feature film A DOG YEAR opposite Jeff Bridges.  She previously appeared on stage in the Tony award winning Broadway production of Clifford Odets’ “Awake and Sing.”  In addition, Ambrose will next be seen in the Sundance drama, STARTING OUT IN THE EVENING starring with Frank Langella, as well as TONIGHT AT NOON directed by Michael Almereyeda.  

 
 Ambrose received two Emmy nominations for Outstanding Supporting Actress for her work in the critically acclaimed HBO series "Six Feet Under."  She has appeared on stage at the National Theater in the London production of Sam Shepard's Pulitzer prize-winning play "Buried Child”.
JOSH HAMILTON – Cons
Josh Hamilton balances roles in film, theater and television, having recently appeared in the indie feature OUTSOURCED and on the New York stage in Tom Stoppard’s trilogy “The Coast of Utopia”. Josh’s other film roles include the lead in Noah Baumbach’s debut feature, KICKING AND SCREAMING, Mark Waters’ THE HOUSE OF YES (opposite Parker Posey), Harvey Wang’s THE LAST NEW YORKER, Jon Matthew’s URBANIA, as well as work in several studio movies, including THE BOURNE SUPREMACY, WITH HONORS and ALIVE.

Hamilton’s upcoming projects include HDNet’s production of Zoe Cassavetes’ BROKEN ENGLISH, as well as TONIGHT AT NOON and NEAL CASSADY.

On television Josh has appeared in shows including “The Practice,” “Third Watch,” “Sex in the City,” and the NBC mini-series “The Sixties.” As a young actor in 1991, he received an Emmy Award for the CBS TV movie “Abby My Love.” His theatre work includes appearances in the Off-Broadway revival of “Hurlyburly,” for which he received a Drama Desk Award nomination for Outstanding Featured Actor. Other theatre credits include “The Violet Hour,” “Proof” and “Cider House Rules.”

KEN MARINO – Frankie Lozo
Ken Marino has been a constant presence in television and film since his acclaimed comedy group “The State” first appeared on MTV.  
 
Recently, Marino produced, co-wrote and starred in David Wain’s THE TEN, a comedy loosely based on the Ten Commandments.  THE TEN was co-written by Marino with WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER writer/director David Wain.  Jessica Alba, Paul Rudd, Amanda Peet, Liev Schreiber, Adam Brody and Amy Poehler star along with Marino. The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. 

As a film actor, Marino starred with Janeane Garofalo and Rudd in WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER; co-starred opposite Tim Allen and Julie Bowen in Fox’s JOE SOMEBODY; and was 
featured in TORTILLA SOUP.  Additionally, Marino has starred in LOVE FOR RENT and THE BAXTER.  He'll soon be seen in BALLS OF FURY and can be currently seen in the feature version of RENO 911. 
Marino was a series regular three times for NBC, starring in “Leap of Faith" opposite Sarah Paulson; “First Years,” opposite Samantha Mathis and “Men Behaving Badly,” opposite Rob Schneider.  He has recurred on “Veronica Mars,” “Charmed,” “What I Like About You" and as Katie Holmes’ literature professor on “Dawson’s Creek."  He guest starred on "Grey's Anatomy," "Monk", "NYPD Blue," "Reno 911" and "The Practice," and he starred for the Hallmark Channel this year in “Falling in Love With the Girl Next Door."
 
Marino recently co-wrote a half-hour comedy pilot with Michael Ian Black for Twentieth Television and FBC called "The Untitled Apartment Show."
 
Marino was a founder of the acclaimed comedy troupe, The State. He performed in and was a writer and director of "The State" series on MTV and CBS for four years.
 
A native of West Islip, Long Island, Marino graduated from the drama program at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.  While in college, he trained for four years at the Lee Strasberg Institute, where his work was recognized with the Strasberg Studio Award.  After graduation, he toured in Aaron Sorkin's “A Few Good Men” and starred Off-Broadway in “Valley of the Dolls.”

Ken married Erica Oyama in October, 2005.  They live in Los Angeles.

SARAH PAULSON – Julie

Combining natural beauty and innate acting ability, Sarah Paulson is a star on the rise. Paulson currently plays Harriet Hayes on NBC’s show “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip,” written and produced by Aaron Sorkin.

In addition to television, Paulson is also a veteran of stage and screen. She stars alongside Shawn Hatosy on Doug Sadler’s film SWIMMERS, which premiered at Sundance, and made her film debut in LEVITATION, an independent project released by Strong Pictures and directed by Scott Goldstein. Her other film credits include Mary Harron’s THE NOTORIOUS BETTIE PAGE, Paramount’s DOWN WITH LOVE (with Renee Zellweger, Ewan McGregor and David Hyde Pierce), WHAT WOMEN WANT (opposite Mel Gibson and Helen Hunt) and THE OTHER SISTER, directed by Garry Marshall (starring Diane Keaton and Juliette Lewis).

On stage, Paulson completed a role starring opposite Alfred Molina and Annette Bening in the critically acclaimed “Cherry Orchard” for the Mark Taper Forum playing Varya. She has appeared on Broadway as Laura Wingfield in the revival of Tennessee Williams’ “The Glass Menagerie,” alongside Jessica Lange, as well as Wendy Wasserstein’s Tony Award-winning “The Sisters 
Rosensweig” at the Barrymore Theatre. Her other stage credits include the Off-Broadway production of “Killer Joe” (opposite Scott Glenn and Amanda Plummer) and Horton Foote’s “Talking Pictures” at the Signature Theatre.

Paulson’s major television credits include the lead role on the drama “Leap of Faith,” the role of Chief Deputy District Attorney Lisa Patterson in “The D.A.,” “Deadwood,” “Path to War” (opposite Alec Baldwin and Donald Sutherland), “Jack and Jill,” the television movies “The Long Way Home” (opposite Jack Lemmon) and “Shaughnessy,” the series “American Gothic” with Gary Cole, and the two-part special “Cracker.” 
MAURA TIERNEY – Gina

One of the brightest acting talents to emerge in recent years, Maura Tierney is currently gracing television screens every week on the top rated NBC series “ER” for which she received her first Emmy nomination.  Tierney has successfully managed to juggle both television and film careers.
In May 2006 she starred in the Off-Broadway production of Neil LaBute’s “Some Girl(s)” at the Lucille Lortel Theater.  She joined a cast which also included Eric McCormack, Fran Drescher, Judy Reyes and Brooke Smith.  “Some Girl(s)” began previews on May 17th, 2006 and ran through the end of June, 2006.  

Tierney has also starred in such films as Twentieth Century Fox’s comedy WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT opposite Ray Romano and Gene Hackman, INSTINCT opposite Sir Anthony Hopkins and Cuba Gooding Jr. and Dreamworks’ hugely successful FORCES OF NATURE with Ben Affleck and Sandra Bullock.  Additional film credits include, PRIMAL FEAR, THE TEMP WHITE SANDS, OXYGEN and SCOTLAND PA 

She earned critical praise for her role in PRIMARY COLORS as well as for her work opposite Jim Carrey in the smash hit LIAR LIAR.  Tierney also appeared in the Christopher Nolan directed film INSOMNIA opposite Al Pacino, Hilary Swank and Robin Williams.  

Prior to joining the cast of “ER”, Tierney spent four years on the critically acclaimed NBC series “News Radio.”  

Born and raised in Boston, she currently divides her time between Los Angeles and New York.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

KATHERINE DIECKMANN – Director 

DIGGERS is the second feature film for writer-director Katherine Dieckmann. Her feature debut was the lyrical drama A GOOD BABY (2000), which she adapted from Leon Rooke’s novel and directed, with Henry Thomas, David Strathairn and Cara Seymour starring. The project was developed at the Sundance Institute’s Screenwriting and Directing labs.

Dieckmann began her career directing music videos for such bands as R.E.M., Aimee Mann, Wilco, and Everything But The Girl. She was the originating director on Nickelodeon’s groundbreaking live action serial, “The Adventures of Pete & Pete,” for which she received a CableAce nomination for Best Director of a Comedy Special.

Prior to writing and directing, Dieckmann was a journalist, with articles appearing in Rolling Stone, Vogue, Elle, New York, and The Village Voice, among other publications. 

Dieckmann’s current projects as writer/director include THE SHAGGS (produced by Killer Films and Rachel Cohen), the screenplay for HBO Films’ AN AMERICAN LOVE STORY (produced by Bridget Johnson with Mary Harron directing), and directing THE GRISBY (from a script by Gideon Brower with Jack Lechner producing). Dieckmann is an Assistant Professor at Columbia University’s Graduate School of the Arts, where she teaches screenwriting, and lives in New York with her husband, Brian Wallis, and their two children. 

ANNE CHAISSON – Producer

Anne Chaisson, an independent film Producer since 1995, produced Dylan Kidd's award winning debut, ROGER DODGER (Artisan).  The film won Best Feature awards around the world including Tribeca Film Festival and Venice International Film Festival. The producing/directing team of Chaisson/Kidd then filmed Mr. Kidd's follow-up, P.S. (Newmarket), starring Laura Linney and Topher Grace.  Together they are in development on a Warner Brothers feature, URBAN TRIBES with Ira Glass of NPR’s “This American Life” and writing a screenplay based on the book, “Seemed Like A Good Idea at the Time” by David Goodwillie. 
In addition, Ms. Chaisson is President of Dirty Rice, a New York based independent film company, and has a feature, DIGGERS (Magnolia), starring Paul Rudd and Maura Tierney, releasing in April 2007.  She has several features in development; SiSi Penaloza’s MALICE IN WONDERLAND, Matt Ross’ FRANK & LOLA and S. Casper Wong’s 001.  
During her film career, Ms. Chaisson co-founded and co-directed The Reel School (1996 – 2000), a highly successful education series for independent filmmakers.   She has been very active in the independent film community, serving on numerous festival juries, screening committees and panels and is currently on the Advisory Board of the U.S. Comedy Arts Festival and is the Advisory Board Co-Chair for the Hamptons International Film Festival.  She is also a member of New York Women in Film.

KEN MARINO – Writer /Frankie Lozo

Ken Marino has been a constant presence in television and film since his acclaimed comedy group, “The State” first appeared on MTV.  
 
Recently, Marino produced, co-wrote and starred in David Wain’s THE TEN, a comedy loosely based on the Ten Commandments.  THE TEN was co-written by Marino with WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER writer/director David Wain.  Jessica Alba, Paul Rudd, Amanda Peet, Liev Schreiber, Adam Brody and Amy Poehler star along with Marino. The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. 
As a film actor, Marino starred with Janeane Garofalo and Rudd in WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER; co-starred opposite Tim Allen and Julie Bowen in Fox’s JOE SOMEBODY; and was 
featured in TORTILLA SOUP.  Additionally, Marino has starred in LOVE FOR RENT and THE BAXTER.  He'll soon be seen in BALLS OF FURY and can be currently seen in the feature version of RENO 911. 
Marino was a series regular three times for NBC, starring in “Leap of Faith" opposite Sarah Paulson; “First Years,” opposite Samantha Mathis and “Men Behaving Badly,” opposite Rob Schneider.  He has recurred on “Veronica Mars,” “Charmed,” “What I Like About You" and as Katie Holmes’ literature professor on “Dawson’s Creek."  He guest starred on "Grey's Anatomy," "Monk", "NYPD Blue," "Reno 911" and "The Practice," and he starred for the Hallmark Channel this year in “Falling in Love With the Girl Next Door."
 
Marino recently co-wrote a half-hour comedy pilot with Michael Ian Black for Twentieth Television and FBC called "The Untitled Apartment Show."
 
Marino was a founder of the acclaimed comedy troupe, The State. He performed in and was a writer and director of "The State" series on MTV and CBS for four years.
 
A native of West Islip, Long Island, Marino graduated from the drama program at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.  While in college, he trained for four years at the Lee Strasberg Institute, where his work was recognized with the Strasberg Studio Award.  After graduation, he toured in Aaron Sorkin's “A Few Good Men” and starred Off-Broadway in “Valley of the Dolls.”

Ken married Erica Oyama in October, 2005.  They live in Los Angeles.

JASON KLIOT and JOANA VICENTE — Producers
Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente are co-presidents of Mark Cuban and Todd Wagner’s HDNet Films.  Kliot and Vicente have a proven track record for producing visionary films by both auteur directors and talented newcomers that are both critically acclaimed and commercially successful.  With HDNet Films they have produced the documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, directed by Alex Gibney, which was among the top 15 highest-grossing nonfiction films of all time and received an Academy® Award nomination for Best Documentary Feature.


Prior to their involvement in HDNet Films, Kliot and Vicente ran their own digital production company Blow Up Pictures.  The company was the first of its kind, and their run of successful low budget digital features paved the way for a new form of independent filmmaking.  The films produced under the banner are: LOVELY AND AMAZING, directed by Nicole Holofcener and starring Brenda Blethyn, Catherine Keener and Jake Gyllenhaal, which was distributed by Lions Gate Films; Miguel Arteta’s CHUCK & BUCK, released by Artisan Entertainment; Dan Minahan’s SERIES 7, release by USA Films; and LOVE IN THE TIME OF MONEY, a ThinkFilm release.  These films premiered respectively at the 2000, 2001 and 2002 Sundance Film Festivals.

Kliot and Vicente executive produced THE ASSASSINATION OF RICHARD NIXON, starring Sean Penn, Naomi Watts and Don Cheadle, which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2004 and sold to Think Film for its winter 2004 release.
 
Kliot and Vicente also produced the spring 2004 release, COFFEE AND CIGARETTES, which was directed by Jim Jarmusch and stars Bill Murray, Cate Blanchett, Roberto Begnini, Steve Coogan, Alfred Molina, The Wu Tang Clan, The White Stripes, Steven Wright, Iggy Pop and Tom Waits and sold to UA at the 2003 Toronto Film Festival.
 
Prior to that they produced THE GUYS, directed by Jim Simpson and starring Sigourney Weaver and Anthony LaPaglia, which premiered in the fall of 2002 at the Toronto Film Festival, where it was sold to Focus Features.  The film premiered domestically in April 2003.

Other significant highlights include THREE SEASONS, starring Harvey Keitel and directed by first time director Tony Bui, which was the first US film to shoot in Vietnam since the war.  The film went on to sweep an unprecedented top three prizes at the Sundance Film Festival—the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and the Best Cinematography Award—and was one of the highest grossing foreign films of 1999.  They also produced DOWN TO YOU, which was the debut feature of writer and director Kris Isacsson and stars Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia Stiles, Selma Blair, Shawn Hatosy and Zak Orth.  The film opened at number one in the box office in 1999 and was distributed by Miramax Films.  Kliot and Vicente also worked on WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE, which was the first feature by acclaimed director Todd Solondz (HAPPINESS, STORYTELLING).  The film won the Grand Jury Award at the Sundance Film Festival and was distributed by Sony Pictures Classics.


HDNet Films recent releases include:  BUBBLE, the first of the Soderbergh films, opened in January 2006; ONE LAST THING…, starring Cynthia Nixon and Michael Angarano screened at the Toronto and Tribeca Film Festivals and opened in the spring of 2006; HERBIE HANCOCK: POSSIBILITIES, a documentary about the making of Hancock’s album of the same title, was released in the fall of 2005.

HDNet Films is currently in post-production on QUID PRO QUO, starring Vera Farmiga, Nick Stahl and Aimee Mullins;  BROKEN ENGLISH, directed by Zoë Cassavetes and starring Gena Rowlands, Drea de Matteo, Parker Posey and Melvil Poupaud;  MR. UNTOUCHABLE, a documentary about 70s Harlem drug dealer Nicky Barnes, directed by Marc Levin and produced 
by Alex Gibney;  HUNTER, directed by Alex Gibney (“Enron”), is about the life and death of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson; and SURFWISE (working title), which is about the legendary Malibu surfer Dorian “Doc” Paskowitz who introduced the sport to Israel in the 60s, is directed by Doug Pray (“Hype,” “Scratch”). HUNTER and SURFWISE are co-produced by Vanity Fair editor Graydon Carter.

Recent and upcoming releases include: THE ARCHITECT, directed by Matt Tauber and starring Isabella Rossellini, Anthony LaPaglia and Viola Davis, which opened on December 1st, 2006; and FAY GRIM, Hal Hartley’s follow up to his 1997 film HENRY FOOL, starring Parker Posey and Jeff Goldblum which will screen at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival. 

Through their independent production company Open City Films, Kliot and Vicente are also the producers of AWAKE, written and directed by Joby Harold and starring Hayden Christensen, Jessica Alba, Lena Olin and Terrence Howard. The Weinstein Company will distribute. 
JON STERN – Co-Producer

Stern's first foray into feature films was as Line Producer of DAYTRIPPERS.  Produced at the impossibly low budget of $75,000, DAYTRIPPERS went on to international acclaim after its success at the Cannes Film Festival.  Its one-of-a-kind cast showcased Stanley Tucci, Campbell Scott, Liev Schreiber, Hope Davis, Parker Posey, Anne Meara, and Marcia Gay Harden.

In television, he was Supervising Producer of two period “dramedy” series for American Movie Classics.  “Remember WENN,” ran for four seasons and garnered the Monitor Award.  “The Royale” was nominated for an Emmy Award.  Following, he was Producer of a third AMC sitcom, “The Paramour,” set in Hollywood in the 1950's.  

Since 2000, Stern has produced a number of feature films.  The suspense-thriller OXYGEN, starring Academy Award winner Adrien Brody and Maura Tierney, was an international and financial success.  This was followed by the psychological-thriller MEXICO CITY (starring Stacy Edwards & Robert Patrick), which was released by Miramax/Dimension.  

SCOTLAND, PA was a comedy version of “MacBeth” set in a 1970's fast-food restaurant.  Starring Christopher Walken, Maura Tierney, James LeGros, and Andy Dick, it premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, was released theatrically by Lot 47 Films, and became the flagship release for Sundance.

The psychological drama, CONFESS, premiered in competition at The 2005 Hampton's Film Festival and is being released by New Films.

As a screenwriter, Stern has written two screenplays for Academy Award nominated director Juan Jose Campanella and has a background as a script reader for Warner Bros., amongst others.

Stern was also a Producer of HBO's film of “The Vagina Monologues” (with Eve Ensler) and numerous television commercials.  Stern's television programs have been nominated for Emmy 
and CableAce Awards, while Stern himself has been nominated for an Emmy and was awarded the Humanitas Prize.

Stern is Producer of THE TEN, a comedy loosely inspired by The Ten Commandments.  Directed by David Wain, it stars Winona Ryder, Paul Rudd, Famke Jahnnsen, Adam Brody, Live Schreiber, Jessica Alba, Gretchen Mol, Oliver Platt, Ron Silver, Justin Theroux, and Rob Corddry.  The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival.
MARK CUBAN – Executive Producer

Mark Cuban is co-founder, Chairman and president of HDNet, which operates two 24/7 cable networks, HDNet and HDNet Movies.  HDNet, launched in 2001, features exciting and topical news, sports, music and entertainment programming, including up to 20 hours of original features each week, all produced in the highest quality 1080i HD – more original high-definition programming than any other network.  News and entertainment includes original series “HDNet World Report”, “Deadline!”, “Face 2 Face with Roy Firestone”, “HDNet Concert Series”, and “True Music”, as well as the acclaimed Warner Bros. series “Smallville.” Live sports productions include NASCAR auto racing, NHL and MLS games.

Cuban is also the owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks and co-owner with Todd Wagner of 2929 Entertainment, a company that owns a film and television library, two movie production companies, a film distribution company, and the Landmark art-house theater chain.  

Cuban co-founded Internet broadcasting service Broadcast.com in 1995 and sold the company for $5.7 billion to Yahoo! in 1999.  Prior to Broadcast.com Cuban co-founded a computer consulting firm MicroSolutions and sold it to Compuserve.

TODD WAGNER – Executive Producer

CEO of 2929 Entertainment and founder of the Todd Wagner Foundation, Todd Wagner began his ascension in the business world in 1995 as co-founder and CEO of Broadcast.com, the leading destination for audio and video programming on the Web. After taking the company public in an IPO that made history as one of the largest opening-day gains at the time, and then selling it to Yahoo! for $5.7 billion in 1999, Wagner initially led the division as Yahoo! Broadcast before venturing into the entertainment world, where he has coupled his entrepreneurial skills and digital technology expertise with a passion for the movie business.  

Through 2929 Productions, the production division of 2929 Entertainment, Wagner has led the charge to bring meaningful and inspirational stories to audiences.  He executive produced the critically acclaimed drama AKEELAH AND THE BEE, starring Laurence Fishburne, Angela Bassett and Keke Palmer, and GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK, the period drama directed by and co-starring George Clooney which earned a half-dozen Academy Award nominations including Best Picture. 

The consummate serial entrepreneur, Wagner, alongside partner Mark Cuban, owns and manages an array of other entertainment properties including HDNet Films, which produced the Oscar-nominated documentary ENRON:  THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM; distributor Magnolia Pictures, which has released ENRON and THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN, starring Anthony Hopkins; home video division Magnolia Home Entertainment; the Landmark Theatres art-house chain; and high-definition cable channels HDNet and HDNet Movies.  On behalf of 
HDNet Films, Wagner negotiated a deal with Oscar-winning director Steven Soderbergh to make six movies that are being released “day-and-date” across theatrical, television and home video platforms, an innovative distribution strategy allowing consumers to choose how, when and where they wish to see a film.  The first was BUBBLE, a murder mystery set in Ohio that cast non-actors in its key roles.

Wagner also owns minority stakes in Lions Gate Entertainment and The Weinstein Company, and most recently invested in Canadian film and television company Peace Arch Entertainment.  Additionally, he is a founder and co-chairman of Content Partners LLC, a company that invests in the back-end profit participations of Hollywood talent.

The Todd Wagner Foundation, established in 2000, has developed several programs dedicated to improving the lives of at-risk children and inner-city entrepreneurs by increasing access to technology, education and capital.  They include After-School All-Stars, which offers year-round technology, academic, sports and cultural programs for inner-city children; MIRACLES, a structured after-school program focusing on technology, education and life skills for children grades 6-12 in nine cities across the U.S.; and The Minority Technology Fund, which provides funding and resources to minority-owned, technology-focused businesses in Dallas.  The Foundation has also provided funding to bring a KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program) charter school to Dallas.

Wagner, who also serves on the board of trustees of the American Film Institute and the Tribeca Film Institute, is a frequent speaker at business, technology and entertainment conferences.  Among numerous awards and honors, he is the recipient of the national First Star Visionary Award, Dallas CASA Champion of Children Award, Dallas Film Festival Trailblazer Award and national Kappa Sigma Man of the Year award.

DAVID WAIN – Executive Producer

David is the director, producer and co-writer (with Ken Marino) of the upcoming THE TEN, a feature film comedy starring Paul Rudd, Winona Ryder, Gretchen Mol, Rob Courddry, Famke Janssen, Jessica Alba, Liev Schreiber, Oliver Platt, Adam Brody, Ken Marino and Justin Theroux. The film premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival
In 2005 David was a co-star, executive producer, co-writer and director of “Stella,” a series on Comedy Central, which follows the “Modern day Marx Brothers” adventures of Wain, Michael Showalter and Michael Ian Black.  In addition to the TV series (which released on DVD Sept 12, 
2006), the Stella live stage show plays to sold out audiences all over the United States and was shown as a special on Comedy Central.   The twenty-six “Stella Shorts” featuring  

Wain and his partners are collected on a popular DVD.

Wain was the director, co-writer and co-producer of WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER, a feature film starring Janeane Garofalo, David Hyde Pierce, Paul Rudd and Molly Shannon, released nationwide theatrically in 2001.  It received rave reviews (one of Entertainment Weekly’s top ten films of the year), was re-released in theaters as a midnight movie in 2003, and maintains a loyal following on DVD.

Wain’s career began in 1991 when his short film “Aisle Six” won awards at numerous festivals (Both WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER and “Aisle Six” were official selections at Sundance.)

As a member of the comedy troupe The State from 1988-97, he co-created the eponymous award-winning and critically acclaimed series on MTV.  The State also did a special for CBS, a book for Hyperion Press, and an album for Warner Brothers.  They toured the United States and performed their sketch show Molt Off-Broadway.  In addition to directing over eighty short films for The State, David served as cast member, supervising producer, writer and editor.

On television, David has written, directed and/or performed on shows such as “Mad TV” (Fox), “Cosby” (CBS), “You Wrote It You Watch It,” “Idiot Savants,” (MTV), “Best Week Ever,” “Random Play,” “Retroflix Live,” “I Love the 70’s” (VH1), “Sheep in the Big City” (Cartoon Network), “The Daily Show,” “Crank Yankers” and “Strangers With Candy” (Comedy Central). As an actor, he appears in the feature films BAMBOOZLED, KEEPING THE FAITH, THE BAXTER and the upcoming DELIRIOUS.

Wain grew up in Shaker Heights, Ohio and graduated from NYU film school.

MICHAEL MCDONOUGH – Director of Photography

Michael McDonough was born in Paisley, Scotland in 1967. He studied at the Glasgow School of Art and the Royal College of Art and later earned an MFA from NYU's film program in 1998. His feature credits as cinematographer include Michael Moore's Academy Award-winning documentary BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE, and DOWN TO THE BONE, directed by Debra Granik.  

McDonough also worked on Michael Almereyda's THIS SO CALLED DISASTER, a documentary about Sam Shepherd.  McDonough’s work includes: QUID PRO QUO, directed by Carlos Brooks and starring Vera Farmiga, Nick Stahl and Aimee Mullings, and THE BABYSITTERS for ODD Entertainment and Forensic Films; the film is directed by David Ross.

McDonough’s short format work includes the REM music video ("All The Way To Reno" ) and "Snake Feed", a short film directed by Debra Granik, which won Best Short at Sundance in 1998. 

ROSHELLE BERLINER – Production Designer

Roshelle Berliner has been involved as a Production Designer on a number of films within the past few years. Films such as IN THE BEDROOM and THE CITY (LA CIUDAD) have received a measure of festival success, followed by a limited nationwide release.

She has a fine arts degree from Parsons School of Design which led to the start of her career as a Production Designer.  Berliner’s approach as a designer is to keep the sets looking natural while still maintaining the demands for high production value.
Her work can next be seen in the upcoming films QUID PRO QUO and JOSHUA which premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. 
KATYA DEBEAR – Art Director

Since her first feature film THE WARRIOR CLASS, Katya has led art direction on FOUR LANE HIGHWAY, PHILLY STREETS and GHOST DANCE.  Her next project, which marks her third collaboration with Production Designer Roshelle Berliner, is the feature film JOSHUA.  

In addition to working on The History Channel’s series “American Revolution,” Katya also has numerous stage and commercial credits to her name.  

CATHERINE GEORGE – Costume Designer

Catherine George was born in Belfast N.Ireland now based in New York.  She studied and graduated in fashion in the UK.

Catherine’s credits as a costume designer include RESERVATION ROAD, KEANE and LOVE IN THE TIME OF MONEY. She was an assistant designer on THE NANNY DIARIES, GARDEN STATE and IN AMERICA.

Catherine has also designed clothing lines in both London and New York.
MALCOLM JAMIESON – Editor

Malcolm Jamieson has worked as an editor in film, television, and the visual arts since graduating from Glasgow School of Art in 1991. 

His film editing credits include SERIES 7:  THE CONTENDERS directed by Daniel Minahan, KILL THE POOR directed by Alan Taylor, PIPE DREAM directed by John Walsh starring Mary Louise Parker and Martin Donovan, and DOWN TO THE BONE by Debra Granik which won best director at Sundance and a special jury prize for actress Vera Farmiga who was honored also by the LA Critics award. 

He recently completed the pilot episode of MAD MEN commissioned by AMC with show creator Matt Weiner (writer/producer THE SOPRANOS) which starts shooting next spring. In addition to 
being an adjunct professor at Columbia University he has enjoyed teaching at The Edit Center,  The Bolton Institute in the UK, and has been a regular at the Sundance Institute Directors Lab working as part of the editing crew.

DIGGERS is his second feature for HDNet Films following THE WAR WITHIN a political drama by Joseph Castelo which premiered at the 2005 Toronto Film Festival.  It is also his second feature working with director Katherine Dieckmann (on A GOOD BABY) and cinematographer Michael McDonough (on DOWN TO THE BONE).
SABINE HOFFMAN – Editor

Sabine Hoffman has passionately edited feature films for the past 10 years.

She edited Rebecca Miller's PERSONAL VELOCITY (which won the Grand Jury Prize in Sundance as well as its Award for best Cinematography and the John Cassavetes Award for independent filmmaking) and Ms. Miller’s most recent feature film THE BALLAD OF JACK AND ROSE, starring Daniel Day Lewis and Catherine Keener.

She also edited SAVING FACE, directed by Alice Wu, starring Joan Chen and BROTHER TO BROTHER (winner of the Gordon Parks Screenwriting Award, Special Jury Award at Sundance, Audience, Best Actor and Grand Jury Prize at Outfest  and the Showtime Award NYC), directed by Rodney Evans, featuring Aunjanue Ellis, Anthony Mackie and Daniel Sunjata.

Other credits include Morgan J. Freeman's DESERT BLUE and HURRICANE STREETS, Alex Sichel's ALL OVER ME (a Teddy Award winner at the Berlin Film Festival), THE DAY THE PONIES COME BACK, directed by Jerry Schatzberg and HARLEM ARIA (winner of three Audience Awards - Urban World Film Festival in NYC, Chicago International Film Festival, Los Angeles Pan African Film Festival), directed by William Jennings, starring Damon Wayans and Gabriel Casseus.

Sabine also edited THE PARTY IS OVER with Phillip Seymour Hoffman, directed by Donovon Leitch and Rebecca Chaiklin and Katja Esson’s FERRY TALES (Academy Award nominee 2004) and OFF THE BLACK, starring Nick Nolte, Trevor Morgan and Timothy Hutton.

Most recently she completed HOUNDDOG, directed by Deborah Kampmeier, starring Dakota Fanning, Robin Wright Penn and David Morse.

She serves on the advisory boards of the Woodstock Film Festival, the Fusion Film Festival, WERISE and Cinewomen and works as adjunct professor at Columbia University.

Sabine has studied Philosophy, Art - and Film History in Berlin, Germany, where she previously worked as a set designer and assistant director.

About MAGNOLIA PICTURES

Magnolia Pictures, an independent distributor, recently released Pierre Morel’s DISTRICT B13, Roger Donaldson’s THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN with Anthony Hopkins, Alex Gibney’s 
Academy Award-nominated documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, and also mounted the successful multi-platform release of Steven Soderbergh’s BUBBLE.  Upcoming films include Bong Joon-ho’s THE HOST, and Christopher Smith’s SEVERANCE. Magnolia Pictures is part of a vertically-integrated group of media properties co-owned by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban that also includes the Landmark Theatres chain, production companies HDNet Films and 2929 Productions, and high-definition cable networks HDNet and HDNet Movies.
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