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SYNOPSIS
XX is a new all-female helmed horror anthology featuring four dark tales written and directed by fiercely talented women: Annie Clark (St. Vincent) rocks her directorial debut with THE BIRTHDAY PARTY; Karyn Kusama (THE INVITATION, GIRLFIGHT) exorcises HER ONLY LIVING SON; Roxanne Benjamin (SOUTHBOUND) screams DON’T FALL; and Jovanka Vuckovic (THE CAPTURED BIRD) dares to open THE BOX. Award-winning animator Sofia Carrillo (LA CASA TRISTE) wraps together four suspenseful stories of terror featuring a cast including Natalie Brown, Melanie Lynskey, Breeda Wool and Christina Kirk.
THE BOX

Based on a story written by Jack Ketchum

Written for the screen and Directed by Jovanka Vucokic

SYNOPSIS: 

After peering into a shiny red gift box on a commuter train, seven-year-old Danny Jacobs inexplicably stops eating. When his father and sister also begin to waste away, Danny’s mother Susan struggles to make the connection between herself, her dying family and the mysterious box before it’s too late.
CAST BIOS

Natalie Brown (SUSAN)

Natalie Brown currently stars as the loving mother turned vampire-on-a-mission, "Kelly Goodweather" on the hit Guillermo del Toro TV series "The Strain" for FX. 

Originally from Timmins, Ontario, Natalie's career had an early start working on numerous high profile print and commercial campaigns throughout North America and Asia, and studied Fine Arts at York University. Her passion for people, language, travel, and the arts proved to be a springboard for her eventual career in film and television.

She is best known for her starring turn as the charmingly imperfect single mom in her hit CBC series, "Sophie," which garnered her a Gemini nomination for "Best Lead Performance in a Comedy."

She has had recurring and lead roles as diverse as an emotionally deranged mother on ABC's "Happy Town," a Turkish spy on USA's "Covert Affairs," a tough-as-nails detective on CBC's "Cracked," as well as SyFy's "Being Human," "Bitten," CTV/CBS's "Flashpoint," "The Listener," and MTV’s "Skins."

Her distinctive voice can also be heard in many national campaigns, and has been featured in the hit video games, "Far Cry 3, and Assassin's Creed III.

When she's not on set, Natalie dedicates her time to various charitable initiatives. She's been a spokesperson for Doctors of the World Canada, volunteering on their missions to Haiti and Dominican Republic. She continues to be involved with "SU2C" Stand Up 2Cancer, and the Canadian Cancer Society. 

Now, she stars in "The Box;" the first of four installments in Magnolia Picture's upcoming all-female horror anthology feature film titled "XX," based on the award-winning short story written by Jack Ketchum, and directed by the acclaimed Jovanka Vuckovic.

Jonathan Watton (ROBERT)

Jonathan Watton is an award winning director, actor and writer from Corner Brook, Newfoundland. A graduate of Memorial University’s Fine Arts program he began his filmmaking path on stage and on camera as an actor. He has worked with most of Canada’s leading theatre companies including seasons with Soulpepper and The Shaw Festival and has a well-established career in Canadian and US film and television. This work has shaped and inspired his passion for filmmaking. 

His latest short film, THE PAMPLEMOUSSE, premiered at Palm Springs International ShortFest (2013) and was selected BEST OF THE FEST. A playful homage to Jacques Tati, it won First Prize for BEST COMEDY SHORT at Rhode Island International Film Festival, BEST COMEDY at the Toronto International Short Film Festival, World finalist for Foyle Short Film Festival (UK), National finalist for CBC’s Short film Face off and has been selected for international festivals such as Seminci, St. Kilda’s, and Santa Barbara.  It has also been broadcast on CBC and Tele-Quebec.

Jonathan continues to work as an actor with recent television appearances on The Listener, Saving Hope, and Reign and appears opposite Julianne Moore in David Cronenberg’s, Maps to the Stars. 

Peter DaCunha (DANNY)

Peter DaCunha is a child actor, born 2003, who has quite an extensive resume. At 6 years old he began acting in commercials and has since transitioned into the world of film and television. His young career quickly took off, with guest appearances in Rookie Blue, Alphas, Against the wall, Flashpoint, The Listener, The Rick Mercer Show, Defiance and television movies such as, "Mistletoe Over Manhattan", Disney's "Frenemies", "Home Alone 5", "Holidaze" and "Pete's Christmas".

Peter can also be seen in Darren Bousman's, "The Barrens" with Stephen Moyer and Mia Kirshner, Damian Lee's "A Dark Truth" with Andy Garcia, Forrest Whitaker and Eva Longoria, and Vincenzo Natali's "Haunter" with Abigail Breslin, Peter Outerbridge, Michelle Nolden and Stephen McHattie. In the last two years he had a leading role in Jordan Barker's "Torment" with Katherine Isabel and Robin Dunne, and a recurring role as Prince Charles of France, in the CW Network's series Reign.

Most recently, Peter filmed a pilot written by Ricky Blitt and Johnny Galecki; worked with veteran actor Christopher Plummer in the feature film "Remember" which will be released in the fall 2015 and completed the feature  “Hellions", with Chloe Rose and Robert Patrick and directed by Bruce Macdonald which will be released September 18, 2015.

He played a leading role in the piece "The Box", directed by Jovanka Vuckovic, as part of the horror anthology XX.

Peyton Kennedy (JENNY)

Peyton Kennedy decided that bringing words to life was what she wanted to do after seeing the movie adaptations of her favorite Harry Potter novels. Today, she is an award-winning actor who has worked in film and television with respected and acclaimed directors, producers, writers and actors. She has appeared in several episodic television series, including NBC’s HANNIBAL, as well as been the lead in three short films. Her first feature film role was Young Cass, the on-screen daughter of Ryan Reynolds in the Palme D’Or nominated film THE CAPTIVE, directed by Atom Egoyan. For this movie, she walked the red carpet at the 2014 Cannes Film Festival and won a Joey Award for Best Young Supporting Actress in a Feature Film. In March, she won a Young Artist Award for her recurring role as Dr. O on ODD SQUAD, the Emmy Award winning educational series airing on PBS Kids. This spring, she became part of broadcast media history, joining the cast of BETWEEN, alongside famed co-star Jennette McCurdy, in Netflix's first Canadian co-production. Most recently, she was cast in the horror-thriller movie LAVENDER, directed by Ed Gass-Donnelly and starring Abbie Cornish, Dermot Mulroney and Justin Long.

PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS

Jovanka Vuckovic – WRITER/DIRECTOR

Jovanka Vuckovic is an award-winning filmmaker and writer. Her first short film The Captured Bird was executive produced by Guillermo del Toro and played over 60 festivals across the globe, earning four Best Short Film awards. She has worked as a visual effects artist, earning a Gemini Award, cemented a reputation as a genre film authority during her tenure as Editor-in-Chief of Rue Morgue Magazine, and was twice named one of the most important women in the history of horror alongside Mary Shelley (Frankenstein), Kathryn Bigelow (The Hurt Locker) and Debra Hill (Halloween). Vuckovic is the author of Zombies! An Illustrated History of the Undead (St. Martin's Press) and Vuckovic’s Horror Miscellany (Ilex Press). She is currently executive producing XX, the first ever all-female horror anthology, with XYZ Films/Magnolia for which she wrote and directed the segment entitled "The Box", and will make her feature debut with an adaptation of Clive Baker's Jacqueline Ess.

Karen Shaw – PRODUCER

Shaw’s most recent projects include the feature film entitled KHOYA, selected for the prestigious TRIBECA ALL ACCESS program; and XX: THE BOX, a female-driven horror anthology to be distributed by Magnolia.  

Shaw optioned the novels INFIDELITY by Stacey May Fowles and being adapted by Sundance award winning writer/director Geneviève Dulude-De Celles; and the novel Y By Marjorie Celona – with coproducer Cher Hawrysh (THE HUSBAND) and Executive Producer, Susan Lewis (AKWorldwide – Alicia Keys production company).  

Shaw began her career at Serendipity Point Films with esteemed producer Robert Lantos working in Toronto and LA, contributing to such productions as: THE STATEMENT, BEING JULIA and WHERE THE TRUTH LIES.

In 2007 Shaw co-produced the feature film JACK & JILL VS.THE WORLD starring Freddie Prinze Jr. and Taryn Manning; and in 2009 she traveled to Nigeria to shoot a documentary entitled NIGERIA’S CLIMATE IN CRISIS, funded by CIDA.

Shaw is currently in development on the family comedy, THE DAY SANTA DIDN’T COME, to be directed by award-winning director, Jason Priestley; and packaging Gerald Olson’s debut feature THE MATING HABITS OF WIDOWS with Dominic Cooper attached.  She is also working with Inner City Films, producing the South African/Canadian romantic comedy entitled LOVE JACKED, starring Derek Luke and Keith David slated for production in the fall of 2015.  

Daniel Bekerman – PRODUCER

Bekerman is a producer based in Canada with broad experience in creative producing, financing and service production.  

Recent productions, The Witch, a US/Canada co-production, recently won the Best Director Award at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival and made major sales to Universal and A24; and Bang Bang Baby, a musical directed by Cannes Residency alumnus Jeffery St. Jules, starring Jane Levy, Justin Chastwin and Peter Stormare, won the Best First Feature Film Award at TIFF and the Best Picture at the Santa Barbara International Film Festival.  It also won the Best First Feature Award at the Canadian Screen Awards.

Pay the Ghost, directed by Uli Edel and starring Nicolas Cage, The People Garden, written and directed by Nadia Litz and starring Dree Hemingway and Pamela Anderson, Army of One directed by Larry Charles (Borat), and Two Lovers and a Bear directed by Oscar nominee Kim Nguyen which stars Tatiana Maslany and Dane DeHaan are currently in post-production.  

Daniel is currently in production on Tomato Red, an Irish-Canadian co-production.

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

Written by Roxanne Benjamin & Annie Clark

Directed by Annie Clark

SYNOPSIS: 

A harried housewife tries to keep her daughter-and the nosy neighbors-from discovering a dark secret the morning of her daughter’s eighth birthday party. 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – ANNIE CLARK
Horror films have always scared me.  I do not mean in a rollercoaster-ride-scream-down-the-big-drop/ throw-the-popcorn-in-the-air-with-a-nudge-to-your-friends-and-laugh-with relief kind of way.  I mean, one look at a serial-killer raising the knife the moment before the blood-plunge, a child possessed by a demon, a malevolent ghost haunting a remote cabin, and I cannot sleep forever.  For years, anxiety has made its home inside my body, so I do not chose to seek it out in cinematic form.  My mind obsessively rolls over the images with no reprieve, convinced that they are now part of my everyday reality.
When I was asked to write and direct a horror film to be included in this XX compilation, I was befuddled but ecstatic. In part because I have made my career as a musician and never directed before.  Nonetheless, I began thinking about the kinds of things that are deeply horrifying to me:  the death of a loved one. Personal and public humiliation. Being responsible for children. The subtle ways in which women are indoctrinated to be horrible to one another. 

Co-written with horror aficionado, Roxanne Benjamin, I explored a high stakes-situation through a lens of dark absurdity, taking much visual inspiration from Italian design from the 1960’s-1980’s.  As people are wont to say in Hollywood, think:  “Weekend at Bernie’s" meets “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”  I made a short film more black comedy than straight-up horror, because, hey, I gotta be able to sleep at night.  

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR – ANNIE CLARK
Musician and songwriter Annie Clark–aka St. Vincent–makes her directorial debut with XX. She is one of the most distinct voices and original guitarists of her generation and her work has always featured arresting visual components. Her recent album, the self-titled St. Vincent, won her "album of the year" designations from the NME, the Guardian, and Entertainment Weekly and the Grammy for Best Alternative Album. An incredible live performer, Clark has been heralded as "the first truly 21st century guitar hero" by Guitar World magazine, and is constantly pushing the boundaries of today's musical landscape.
CAST BIOS:
MELANIE LYNSKEY (Mary)

An accomplished and versatile actress, New Zealand born Melanie Lynskey's first role came in 1994 with her award winning performance in Peter Jackson's "Heavenly Creatures" opposite Kate Winslet. Since then, she has amassed a number of credits both in features and television. Her credits include Steven Soderbergh's 'The Informant', Tom McCarthy's 'Win Win', Billy Ray's 'Shattered Glass', Sam Mendes' 'Away We Go', Jason Reitman's 'Up In The Air', Andy Tennant's 'Ever After' and 'Sweet Home Alabama' and Clint Eastwood's 'Flags Of Our Fathers'.In 2012, Lynskey played the lead role in Todd Louiso's film “Hello I Must Be Going”, written by Sarah Koskoff. The film opened the 2012 Sundance Film Festival and was rated one of the “Top Ten Independent Films” of the year by the National Board of Review.  In 2014 Lynskey starred alongside Anna Kendrick, Lena Dunham and Mark Webber in Joe Swanberg's "Happy Christmas", which also premiered in Competition at Sundance. At Sundance 2016, Lynskey won the U.S. Dramatic Special Jury Award for Individual Performance for her role in Clea Duvall’s “The Intervention.” On the small screen, she was last seen in the Duplass brothers' critically acclaimed HBO show, “Togetherness”, On the big screen Lynskey starred in Linas Phillips’ “Rainbow Time” and Rob Meyer’s “Little Boxes” which had its debut at the 2016 Tribeca Film Festival. She just completed Macon Blair’s “I Don't Feel at Home in This World Anymore”, Miranda Harcourt & Stuart McKenzie’s “The Changeover” and Vincent Grashaw’s “And Then I Go.”
SHEILA VAND  (Carla)
Sheila costars in the upcoming Fox series  24: LEGACY, which reboots the iconic show for a new generation.  Sheila co-starred in Paramount’s WHISKEY TANGO FOXTROT, starred in Ingrid Jungerman’s WOMEN WHO KILL (TRIBECA Award winner 2016), co-stars in the Spectrevision thriller CAMINO, and stars in the comedy JIMMY VESTVOOD.  Sheila will be seen next year opposite Zachary Quinto in AARDVARK, in a starring role in WE THE ANIMALS for director Jeremiah Zagar,  and in 68KILL for director Trent Haaga.  Sheila starred as “The Girl” in A GIRL WALKS HOME ALONE AT NIGHT (Sundance 2014; New Directors/New Films @ MoMA, INDIE SPIRIT AWARD nominee, GOTHAM AWARD winner, etc.).  Sheila garnered rave reviews playing “Sahar” in Ben Affleck’s Academy Award-winning Warner Bros feature ARGO.  Other roles included recurring parts on the TV series STATE OF AFFAIRS, MINORITY REPORT, BEVERLY HILLS COP, and THE RED TENT.  Sheila made her Broadway debut opposite Robin Williams in Rajiv Joseph’s Pulitzer Prize finalist BENGAL TIGER AT THE BAGHDAD ZOO.  

SANAI VICTORIA (Lucy)

From the time she was born, it was evident that Sanai Victoria loved the spotlight.  At the tender age of 2 ½, she had already begun voice, piano, gymnastics and dance lessons, and has continued to excel at the performing arts. This 9-year-old pageant queen has been seen in numerous commercials and is currently a series regular in two cartoons, Little People by Fisher Price Mattel as “Tessa” and Disney’s Whisker Haven as “Treasure.”  Sanai has also been seen on ABC’S Blackish as “Cousin Diamond.”  She's guest stard on several Disney shows including Lab Rats Elite Force, Girl Meets World and Bizaardvark. Nickelodeon has also recognized Sanai’s talent and gave her a starring role on the Nickelodeon pilot, Future Shock, where she starred as Kylie Parker, a tenacious, wise-beyond-her-years 8-year-old.  While she has obvious comedic instinct and timing, Sanai is also an experienced dramatic actor. This past year, she completed a lead role in the feature film XX, an anthology as Lucy and just recently wrapped up a lead on Lifetime’s remake of the classic Beaches, as Tory Whitney opposite Idina Menzel and Nia Long. 
LINDSAY BURDGE (Madeleine) 

Lindsay just worked with director Miguel Arteta on the indie DUCK BUTTER, a script he co-wrote with Alia Shawkat, who also stars. Burdge also reunited with ACTOR MARTINEZ co-director, Nathan Silver, to star in the thriller THIRST STREET.  More recently, Lindsay starred in Harrison Atkins’ film LACE CRATER, which premiered at the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival. She  is best known for her breakthrough performance in the Hannah Fidell film A TEACHER which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. She continued her collaboration with Fidell in the NETFLIX Original film, 6 YEARS, which premiered at the 2015 SXSW festival. The film was Executive Produced by the Duplass Brothers.  Lindsay also starred in Karyn Kusama’s THE INVITATION which premiered at SXSW the same year.  She  also stars in Sarah Adina Smith’s directorial debut, family drama THE MIDNIGHT SWIM.  Lindsay made her debut acting performance in Ben Dickinson’s FIRST WINTER, which played at the 2012 Tribeca Film Festival.   Ms. Burdge studied acting at NYU and the Strasberg Institute. 

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

Director
Annie Clark
Writers
Roxanne Benjamin
Annie Clark
Producer
Roxanne Benjamin
Executive Producers
David A. Smith
Christopher Alender 
Production Companies
Soapbox Films 
Willowbrook Regent Films
Editor
Josh Ethier
CAST
Melanie Lynskey
Lindsay Burdge
Sheila Vand
Seth Duhame
Sanai Victoria Cunningham
DON’T FALL 
Written and Directed by Roxanne Benjamin 

SYNOPSIS: 

A group of adventurous friends get into trouble when they venture off the beaten path and trespass on someone -or something-else’s land on a camping trip. 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – ROXANNE BENJAMIN:  
With ‘Don’t Fall,’ I wanted to lean into the horror tropes that thrive in a short story format -- the dark ‘morality tales’ where hubris constitutes consequences for the innocent as well as the guilty.  Fairy tales, the first stories we're taught as children, are no less scary or violent than the supernatural tales designed for older audiences: Kids thrown into ovens by evil witches, little girls eaten by wolves for talking to strangers or killed by bears for taking their belongings, ogres hungry for the scent of lost children... These fables are the cautionary tales of a culture.  Characters often don’t require evil intentions to come to evil ends. Being ignorant of their own transgressions is enough.  I’ve always had a fascination with folkloristics, to the point of moving to other countries specifically to study their folklore and mythology.  My last film, Southbound, was also built on the bones of classic fables: Lost travelers on a deserted highway, transgressors getting their just desserts. 

There’s a fun challenge to trying to build a mythology from the ground up. We did it all the time as kids. Every small town had their own versions of these tales, told around campfires in the middle of the night or in hushed whispers after the lights went out at sleepovers.  It was always someone’s friend’s cousin's neighbor two or three towns over, in a just far-enough removed place to not be verifiable, but the underlying fear was always the same: If you’re not careful, it could happen to you.  This was the underlying inspiration for 'Don’t Fall.' I wanted to tell this type of story through the eyes of a character who was always put upon by her friends, who fell for every one of those stories, for every prank, and let her be the catalyst of the cautionary tale -- the very thing to fear on a cold night, under the covers, another story whispered in the dark. 
ABOUT THE DIRECTOR – ROXANNE BENJAMIN 
Roxanne Benjamin is a Screenwriter, Director, and Producer whose films include the Sundance Midnighter favorites V/H/S (2012) and V/H/S/2 (2013). After shepherding the V/H/S found footage horror franchise, she joined Snoot Entertainment (YOU’RE NEXT, THE GUEST, ANOMALISA), where she co-produced FAULTS (2014), starring Mary Elizabeth Winstead, and Sean Byrne’s THE DEVIL’S CANDY (2015). SOUTHBOUND (2016), the genre anthology film she directed, co-wrote and produced, premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival and marked her directorial debut.  Hailing from Pennsylvania, she holds a Masters Degree in Entertainment Business from Carnegie Mellon University and a BA in Theater & Writing from Belmont University. 
CAST BIOS: 
CASEY ADAMS (PAUL)
Originally from South Lake Tahoe, CA, Casey grew up with a love of the outdoors and action sports. He Received his degree in acting at the University of California Long Beach. He has appeared in over 100 TV shows and 50 movies as either an actor or stuntman. His credits include Patriots Day, The Revenant, LOST, American Horror Story, Californication, You’re Next, and the upcoming Guardians of the Galaxy 2 and Dunkirk to name a few. He's currently completing the third season of Last Man on Earth and the final season of Grimm.

BREEDA WOOL (Gretchen)

Born and raised in Urbana, Illinois, Breeda Wool moved to New York City after college to perform in theater, sketch comedy, and avant-garde movement dance before heading west to Los Angeles. Wool landed her first major television role in Amazon’s premiere series, Betas. Immediately following, she scored a starring role in the first season of the highly acclaimed series, UnReal. Wool’s character ‘Faith’ quickly became a standout favorite of the series to both fans and critics alike leading to a spin-off entitled The Faith Diaries. Recently, Wool’s talents were showcased opposite Lola Kirke in the feature AWOL, which premiered at the 2016 Tribeca Film Festival to rave reviews. Next up, Wool will begin work in a starring role opposite Brendan Gleeson in the Stephen King series, Mr. Mercedes.
ANGELA TRIMBUR (Jess)

Angela Trimbur most recently starred opposite Adrian Grenier in TRASH FIRE, which premiered at Sundance 2015 and was theatrically released by Orion Pictures. She received praise for her role as Tina for her memorable comedic dance performance in THE FINAL GIRLS, which premiered at SXSW 2014 and released by Sony. Television credits include THE GOOD PLACE, CALIFORNICATION, NEW GIRL, WORKAHOLICS and HAND OF GOD. She is the lead voice in FX's animated series MAJOR LAZER. Angela is also film and television choreographer, and created and heads the L.A City Municipal Dance Squad- who perform weekly halftime routines for women's community basketball."

MORGAN KRANTZ  (Jay)

Morgan Krantz is an actor and filmmaker born and raised in Los Angeles.  Morgan can be seen in such shows as HBO’s Girls, Showtime’s House of Lies, and Fox’s New Girl and on ABC’s Switched at Birth. More recent guest television appearances include FX’s The League, CBS’s 2 Broke Girls, and TV Land’s The Exes. He has starred in numerous films, from independents like Shut Up & Drive to a role in upcoming Warner Brothers film CHiPs directed by Dax Shepard. Morgan’s breakthrough accomplishment was his film Babysitter, which he wrote, produced and directed; it premiered at SXSW in 2015 and was purchased and distributed by MarVista Entertainment. His web-series “Neurotica,” which he co-created and stars in, became a viral sensation in 2015 and has since been picked up by Endemol Studios in association with Lee Eisenberg and Gene Stupnitsky (The Office), airing TBD in 2017.  
This past year, Morgan starred as the lead of Comedy Central’s pilot “Power Couple” as well as ABC Digital’s “This Isn’t Working.” Next year, he can be seen Refinery 29’s web series “Strangers.”
DON’T FALL
Director & Writer
Roxanne Benjamin
Producers
Roxanne Benjamin
Chris Harding
Executive Producers
David A. Smith
Christopher Alender 
Production Companies
Soapbox Films 
Willowbrook Regent Films
Editor 
Courtney Marcilliat
CAST
Breeda Wool
Morgan Krantz
Angela Trimbur
Casey Adams
HER ONLY LIVING SON 
Written and Directed by Karyn Kusama 

SYNOPSIS: 

18 years after narrowly escaping Manhattan, a narcissistic actor husband and a cult with designs on her unborn child, “Cora” finds herself face to face with a son who can no longer deny his monstrous heritage.
DIRECTOR STATEMENT – KARYN KUSAMA

My short film is both a loving homage and a speculative fiction.  “Her Only Living Son” imagines a parallel outcome to the classic Roman Polanski film “Rosemary’s Baby”.  Over the years I have come to deeply admire that titanic film’s relationship to stories of domestic violence and entrapment, and I appreciate that we are asked to sympathize with such a fragile main character.  

I’m hopeful that in imagining an alternate future for Rosemary Woodhouse -- one that involves escape, a new identity, and a reliance on self-sufficiency -- we can also imagine another narrative around the classic tales of “devil children”.  So often those children have parents – real, human parents.  While my main character Cora is stricken by the darkness that surrounds her son, she is also willing to fight for his humanity, and able to convince him to fight for it as well.  Our world needs more of this mother-energy!

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR – KARYN KUSAMA
Karyn Kusama wrote and directed her first feature film, “Girlfight”, in 1999.  The film won the Director’s Prize and shared the Grand Jury Prize at the 2000 Sundance Film Festival.  In 2004, Karyn directed the science fiction love story “Aeon Flux” for Paramount Pictures.  Her third feature was the comedy-horror film “Jennifer’s Body”, written by Diablo Cody, and released by Twentieth Century Fox.  

Karyn’s latest feature, “The Invitation”, is a psychological suspense film that won the Grand Prize at the Sitges Film Festival, among other awards.  “The Invitation” was released in April 2016 by Drafthouse Films.  

She recently directed a short film entitled “Her Only Living Son”, part of the upcoming Magnolia release “XX”.  “XX”, a four-film anthology of horror shorts directed by women, will be released in the spring of 2017.

She also directs for television, working on such shows as AMC’s “Halt and Catch Fire”, Amazon’s “The Man in the High Castle”, and Showtime’s “Billions”.

She lives in Los Angeles with her husband, screenwriter Phil Hay, and their son Michio. 
CAST

Cora…………………………………..…………….…….…….….CHRISTINA KIRK

Andy………..……………………………………..………….………….KYLE ALLEN

Chet……………...………………………………………..……..……...MIKE DOYLE

Principal Jenks…………………………………...………..……..BRENDA WEHLE

Mr. Dayton………………….……………………….....MORGAN PETER BROWN

Kelly Withers…………………………...……………...………LISA RENEE PITTS

Female Onlooker………………………………………………..…LISA COSTANZA

Male Patron……………………………………………………………...RUBEN PLA

Dr. Roman..………………………………………….……….…CURT CORNELIUS

FILMMAKERS

a Snowfort Pictures production

Written & Directed by

KARYN KUSAMA

Produced by

TRAVIS STEVENS

Line Producer

ALYSSA ULRICH

Director of Photography
PATRICK CADY, ASC

Production Designer

JEN DUNLAP

Costume Designer

JOHN C. HOUSTON

Composer

CRAIG WEDREN and JEFFERSON FRIEDMAN

Sound Design

SEAN BEAVAN

Editors

JOSH ETHIER

L. GUSTAVO COOPER

Special Makeup FX

SOTA FX

Casting Director

DANIELLE AUFIERO

AMBER HORN

Extras Casting

HEATHER PITTMAN

First Assistant Director / UPM…………………….…..…….JULIE CUMMINGS

Second Assistant Director……………….…………….….….…SHANNON RUPE

Second Second Assistant Director………………...…….….…KATRINA GOULD

Art Director………………………………………..……………….MELISSA LYON

Art PA……………………………………………………....……..DANIEL CROTTY










    JOSH GEORGE 

Hair and Makeup Stylist……………………………….………. ANN BECKETTE









         KATHELEEN MUA

Makeup Assistant…………………………………..……….………LAURA PEYER 

Makeup Effects Designer……………….……………………….…..ROY KNYRIM

Project Coordinator……..……………………………..CINDY MILLER-KNYRIM

Crew………………………………………………………………..MATT FALLETTA









        ROBERT GIDDENS









          MELISSA GARCIA

Sound Mixer…………………...…………...……..………….HANSEL GONZALEZ










         RAY GAONA

Boom Operator……………………………………….….……JOHN CARCHIETTA

Production Coordinator……………………………….STEPHANIE TREPANIER

Assistant Production Coordinator………………….………….MICHAEL WIGLE

Camera Operator…………………………..……………...…KENJI LUSTER, SOC










 DAVID HOWARD

First Assistant Camera…………………………..…………….…DANNY BROWN










    CHRIS DANIEL

Second Assistant Camera……………………..…...………KRISTINA LECHUGA










         JENNY ROH

DIT...…………………………………………………………………...MIKE HALPER










  ALEX SALMONA

Key Grip……………………………………………………...….MARCUS V. PEREZ

Best Boy Grip………………………………………….…….….ANDREW BARTON








    DAVID FRENCHY CONNAN

Grip…………………..……………….………………………...……TIMOTHY HALE










        JIMMY LOOF

Swing……………………………………………………..……………..KYLE BAKER

Script Supervisor……………….….……………………………..…..GABY GOMEZ

Dog Wrangler………………………………………..……………..GREG MAZZOLA

Wardrobe Assistant……………………………...………….……..CHRISTY MELE

Assistant Editor……………………………………………….....…..DYLAN KRESS

Key Production Assistant……………..………………………..…WILL VASQUEZ

Production Assistants…………………………...…....…ALESSANDRO PULISCI

          KALISSA MULLIS

           EMILY NEWMAN


           ERIC VEGA

VANESSA GREENLEAF

        TARIAN BULLOCK

Post Production Sound……..…REDRUM and DC CREATIVE, BURBANK CA

Supervising Sound Editor, Dialog Editor, 

Foley and Re-Recording Mixer………………...…….…….…...…SEAN BEAVAN

Digital Intermediate……………………..….FOTOKEM CREATIVE SERVICES
Digital Intermediate Colorist………………..……..…ALASTOR PAN ARNOLD

Digital Intermediate Producer…..…………………......…..ANGELIQUE PEREZ
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