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SYNOPSIS
Located alongside the Tennessee River, Muscle Shoals, Alabama is the unlikely breeding ground for some of America's most creative and defiant music.  Under the spiritual influence of the "Singing River," as Native Americans called it, the music of Muscle Shoals has helped create some of the most important and resonant songs of all time.  At its heart is Rick Hall who founded FAME Studios.  Overcoming crushing poverty and staggering tragedies, Hall brought black and white together in Alabama's cauldron of racial hostility to create music for the generations.  He is responsible for creating the "Muscle Shoals sound" and The Swampers, the house band at FAME that eventually left to start their own successful studio, known as Muscle Shoals Sound.  Gregg Allman, Bono, Clarence Carter, Mick Jagger, Etta James, Alicia Keys, Keith Richards, Percy Sledge and others bear witness to Muscle Shoals' magnetism, mystery and why it remains influential today.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – GREG ‘ FREDDY’ CAMALIER

Often one loses sight of what really matters in life.  Sometimes the right place can help you reconnect.  This is especially true in a place where the local river is by legend inhabited by a female Native American spirit who sings, where the rolling hills embrace you, and where the people still move at a pace that allows for genuine interaction.  Add to the mix that place being where some of the greatest Rock & Roll and Soul music of all time was made, and you’ve got something magical. 

Welcome to Muscle Shoals, Alabama.  Situated on the banks of the Tennessee River and known as the "Singing River" by Native Americans, music runs through the land, the river, and the spirit of the people.  It is home to a couple of unremarkable looking recording studios that hosted some of the biggest names in music, and gave birth to some of the most iconic songs ever.

My good friend and I share a passion for music and visited Muscle Shoals while on a road trip.  We were both curious as to why such an incredible story had not already been told, and as a result we were determined to bring it to life through the voices of those who were captured by its magic.  

Having now spent the last 4 years of my life consumed, enchanted, and challenged with the endeavor, I’m incredibly proud to be part of bringing this transcendent, heroic and incredible American tale to the screen and world.  For me it has been a transformational journey…and one that has given me the opportunity to merge my passions for music and storytelling together for the first time.

Muscle Shoals comes from the heart - not only the film but the entirety of the tale itself…long before I ever had the good fortune to stumble upon it, this heart was touching the world through the incredible music that emanated from there.  I hope Muscle Shoals moves you like it has me, and helps you to connect or lead you back to that inner voice, to that “road home.”  We all seek that sense of comfort and belonging as our purity of spirit and dreams either fades or gets tarnished with time.  Muscle Shoals has been a road home for me.  I hope it is for you too.
ABOUT MUSCLE SHOALS

Muscle Shoals is a feature-length documentary, directed by Greg 'Freddy' Camalier.  It’s about a place filled with magic and music, legend and folklore, where the river is inhabited by a Native American spirit who has lured some of the greatest Rock and Roll and Soul legends of all time, and drawn from them some of the most uplifting, defiant, and important music ever created.  In Muscle Shoals, Alabama, music runs through the hills, the river, and the spirit of the people.  It is a place where, even before the Civil Rights Movement really took shape, the color of your skin didn't matter inside the studio.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Jimmy Cliff, Bob Dylan, Aretha Franklin, Etta James, Alicia Keys, Wilson Pickett, The Rolling Stones, Bob Seger, Paul Simon, The Staple Singers, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Percy Sledge and countless other stars have all been lured to this remote and mystical place in the backwoods of Alabama to work with the musicians and producers there.

One particular native of Muscle Shoals, Rick Hall, is at the heart of this tale.  His Faulknerian life of misery and hard won victories includes the founding of FAME studios where he created a haven for black and white musicians to come together in service of music.  Doing so at the peak of racial hostilities, he shepherded the creation of songs and even genres that have become seminal while also giving birth to the unique "Muscle Shoals sound" and the rhythm section The Swampers.

The Swampers are the house band who made the very risky decision at the time to break away from Hall and FAME, to start their own studio known as Muscle Shoals Sound. Despite their relentless drive for success and perfection, this band’s sense of humility and passion was never corrupted.  Having played a part in innumerable hits, they were immortalized in the American anthem, “Sweet Home Alabama,” where Ronnie Van Zant sings “Now Muscle Shoals has got the Swampers...”

The music of Muscle Shoals has sold millions of copies and changed the world: "I’ll Take You There," "Brown Sugar," "When a Man Loves a Woman,"  "I Never Loved A Man the Way That I Loved You," "Mustang Sally," "Tell Mama," "Kodachrome," "Sitting in Limbo," "Freebird," and "Mainstreet" are just a few of the tens of thousands of pieces of music created there that also feature in the rich and soulful soundtrack woven throughout the film.

Raw and candid interviews, inspiring music, live performances (that include a new recording by Alicia Keys at FAME studios of a Bob Dylan track originally recorded in Muscle Shoals), and the magic of the milieu itself capture and convey this tale.  Through this amazing story and music, the viewer will be taken on a journey that begins in the backwoods of Alabama and unfolds the soundtrack to their life.
Interviewees include Gregg Allman, Bono, Clarence Carter, Jimmy Cliff, Aretha Franklin, Mick Jagger, Alicia Keys, Ed King, Keith Richards, Percy Sledge, and Steve Winwood among many others.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Director - Greg 'Freddy' Camalier 

Making his directorial debut with Muscle Shoals, film-making is a deep-seated passion Freddy is hoping and planning to pursue for the remainder of his life.

Having never attended film school, Camalier’s sense of filmmaking is born from his own instincts and visual sensibilities as well as from an appreciation for the art form. Freddy was meticulous in overseeing every aspect of Muscle Shoals.  Directing as well as producing Muscle Shoals enabled Freddy to oversee the film in just the way he envisioned, which was a blessing in that so often there are  competing and often conflicting interests in today’s world of film-making.
Producer – Stephen Badger

Badger was born in Washington DC. He attended Duke University and Reed College, and, in 1992, graduated from Union Institute in Cincinnati, OH with a BA in Anthropology.    

He was one of the largest investors and key developmental influences of Seeds of Change, an organic seed and food company whose mission is to preserve biodiversity and promote sustainable, organic agriculture.  Focused originally on cultivating and disseminating an extensive range of open-pollinated, organically grown, heirloom and traditional seeds, Badger expanded the business to include an offering of certified organic prepackaged soups, sauces and other foods for sale in the United States and the UK.  Badger was President of the company from 1995 until 2004 when he became the Global Director of Corporate Affairs for Mars, Incorporated.   

In March of 2008, Badger became a member of the Mars, Incorporated Board of Directors and in March of 2011, Badger became Chairman of Mars, Incorporated.

Editor – Richard Lowe

Lowe is a producer, director and editor.  In 2010 he formed production company, Prodigious Media with Martin Torgoff. Its most recent film, Planet Rock: Hip-Hop and the Crack Generation was broadcast on VH1 and was nominated for two Emmys in 2012.
In 2004 Lowe began a fruitful association with VH1. He was one of the directors of VH1’s award-winning series And You Don’t Stop: 30 Years of Hip Hop, followed by The Drug Years, he directed and produced Sex: The Revolution and edited the Emmy nominated Soul Train, The Hippest Trip in America.
As an editor, Lowe has cut everything from museum installations to feature documentaries dealing with subject matter as disparate as twentieth century art, migrant farm workers, video game fanatics and Palestinian soccer players. His credits include: Imagining America, Valley of Tears, Bang The Machine and Goal Dreams, Schmatta: Rags to Riches to Rags, and he wrote and edited Triangle: Remembering the Fire.
Director of Photography – Anthony Arendt

Arendt started working as a production assistant at a commercial production company in Los Angeles. While working his way up to becoming a first assistant Director, he met a Director of Photography named Jim Odea on a Budweiser commercial. Odea became an important mentor to Arendt and they began working together, with Odea continuing to fuel Arendt’s love and passion for photography.
Arendt’s work spans both feature narrative, shorts, music videos and documentaries.  Feature film credits include:  Avatar, Larry Crowne, Peacock and Dust to Glory.  His commercial clients have included:  AT&T, Maker’s Mark, Nissan, Volvo, Budweiser and he also worked on the now legendary Got Milk? ads.  Arendt’s music video credits include:  Jack White & Alicia Keys, Lenny Kravitz, Moby and Elton John.

Ear Goggles Productions
Camalier has enjoyed a life-long love affair with the arts and has a passion for film and music. Badger likewise has placed a high premium on music throughout his life.  Ear Goggles was formed in 2008 as a film production company and Muscle Shoals is the first project to be completed.

While young in stature, Ear Goggles has high ambitions for future projects that include both narrative and documentary films.  The thread that would connect all of Ear Goggles’ projects would be a sense of self-realization and actualization coupled with an emphasis on hope and the positive in a world dominated by negative headlines.  
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