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SYNOPSIS


Twenty-one years ago, she ran away. And twenty-one years later, Carlotta (Marion Cotillard) is back from the void. But Ismael (Mathieu Amalric) has been busy rebuilding a life for himself with Sylvia (Charlotte Gainsbourg) and working on his next feature film. As Ismael's trials and tribulations unfurl, so too do those of his film's protagonist: the idle, funny and reckless diplomat Ivan Dédalus (Louis Garrel). The character is a nod to the ghost of another of Desplechin's creations, the brother of Paul Dédalus, three-time hero of "My Sex Life... or How I Got Into an Argument," "A Christmas Tale" and "My Golden Days." A film within a film - and then some, Desplechin layers narrative upon narrative. With ISMAEL'S GHOSTS, Desplechin returns once more to the past, creating film after film as his way of stepping back in time, and proving yet again that his brand of genius lies in his ability to find light in the darkest of places.






























DIRECTOR’S NOTE – ARNAUD DESPLECHIN

It’s the portrait of Ivan, a diplomat who journeys through the world without understanding it. It’s the portrait of Ismael, a film director who journeys through his life without understanding it either. It’s the return of a woman from the dead. It’s also a spy movie. Five films compressed into one, like Pollock’s female nudes. Ismael is frenzied. And the script grew frenzied alongside him. And yet up in his attic, Ismael tries to hold all the threads of the fiction together... 
I described my project to a friend: “I think I’ve invented a pile of plates of fiction that I will break against the screen. When they’re all broken, the film will be finished.” Potlatch, fictional overabundance... But why did I need to shatter them, these fragments of stories? It’s because three women were born from the shards. A woman loved, the memory of a woman vanished, and an impish friend. These fictions are spent for them. 
Throughout the twists and turns of the plot, the task was to speak clearly and straightforwardly. I wanted each scene to come off as raw, brutal…blows the spectator can’t dodge. It has often been necessary for me to give my films references. For Ismael’s Ghosts, I had to forge ahead alone, even if I live surrounded by the films I love. Certain great films eye me dispassionately: 8 1⁄2, Providence... I’ve seen them a hundred times, I revere them, and they are of no help to me. As Truffaut wrote to Deneuve: “It’s forbidden to think that we will make a masterpiece. We’ll try to make a film that feels alive.” I think these three women are alive. I think that Bloom, battling age, is also alive. If Ivan is melancholic, a sort of ‘Idiot’ straight from Dostoyevsky, Ismael, with his mistakes, is a man alive. And it’s Sylvia who teaches him how to live. 
To me, there is no such thing as a director’s cut. There is only one version of Ismael’s Ghosts, one alone – it is the American one, which you are about to see. 
At the French distributor’s request, a version that had been shortened by 20 minutes was produced for the French market. The French market experienced a peculiar situation – we were able to distribute both versions at the same time: the shortened industrial version, which I called “French version,” and a longer novel-like version. To my great surprise, it was this shorter French version that was shown in Cannes. This was greatly detrimental to the plot. The viewers were lost! 
My film is a world, with fireworks. The French industrial version simply removed the most poetic explosions, or the funniest: the essential climaxes.
Yes, the version shown in Cannes was dissatisfying, for me and for the audience. Therefore, we have reestablished my film in its original version for the US. with pride.”
- Arnaud Desplechin 






ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

ARNAUD DESPLECHIN – Writer / Director 
Discovered in 1991 thanks to his short film LA VIE DES MORTS, Arnaud Desplechin’s first feature-length film, THE SENTINEL, which was also his first selection in the official Cannes competition (four of his films have screened in competition at Cannes). He next directed MY SEX LIFE…OR HOW I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT, which shone a light on a new generation of actors including Mathieu Amalric and Emmanuelle Devos. It is in his rapport with his actors that Deplechin’s craft shows all of his uniqueness. His actors have regularly been the recipients of the most prestigious awards: Cesar for the Most Promising Actor for Emmanuel Salinger in THE SENTINEL and for Mathieu Amalric in MY SEX LIFE…OR HOW I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT, Cesar for the Best Actor for Mathieu Amalric in KINGS AND QUEEN, Cesar for the Best Supporting Actor for Jean-Paul Roussillon in A CHRISTMAS TALE and the 61st Cannes Film Festival Special Award for Catherine Deneuve in A CHRISTMAS TALE.

FILMOGRAPHY 

2017 ISMAEL’S GHOSTS 
Official Selection, Cannes Film Festival – Opening Night Film 

2015 MY GOLDEN DAYS 
Prix Jacques Prévert 2016 Best Screenplay; Prix Lumière 2016 Best Director - César 2016 Best Director
2014 THE FOREST 
(Arte TV film) 

2012 JIMMY P. (PSYCHOTHERAPY OF A PLAINS INDIAN) 
Official Selection In Competition, Cannes Film Festival 

 A CHRISTMAS TALE (2008)
Official Selection In Competition, Cannes Film Festival; César for Best Supporting Actor - Jean-Paul Roussillon 

THE BELOVED (2007) 
Award for Best Documentary, Venice Film Festival 

KINGS AND QUEEN (2004)
Official Selection In Competition, Venice Film Festival; César for Best Actor - Mathieu Amalric; Louis Delluc Award 2004 

PLAYING “IN THE COMPANY OF MEN” (2003)
Official Selection Un Certain Regard, Cannes Film Festival 

ESTHER KAHN (2000)
Official Selection In Competition, Cannes Film Festival 

MY SEX LIFE... OR HOW I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT (1996)
Official Selection In Competition, Cannes Film Festival; César for Best Actor - Mathieu Amalric 

 THE SENTINEL (1992)
Official Selection In Competition, Cannes Film Festival; César for Most Promising Actor - Emmanuel Salinger 

LA VIE DES MORTS – short film (1991)
 Official Selection Semaine de la Critique, Cannes Film Festival; Grand Prize - Angers Film Festival; Jean Vigo Award - Prix Jean Vigo 1991 



























ABOUT THE CAST

MATHIEU ALMARIC – Selected Filmography 

Actor 
2017 	ISMAEL’S GHOSTS by Arnaud Desplechin
DEMAIN ET TOUS LES AUTRES JOURS by Noémie Lvovsky 
DAGUERROTYPE by Kiyoshi Kurosawa 

2016 	LA LOI DE LA JUNGLE by Antonin Peretjatko 
2015 	FAMILIES by Jean-Paul Rappeneau 
MY GOLDEN DAYS by Arnaud Desplechin 

2014 	THE BLUE ROOM by Mathieu Amalric 
THE GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL by Wes Anderson 

2013 	VENUS IN FUR by Roman Polanski 
LOVE IS THE PERFECT CRIME by Arnaud et Jean-Marie Larrieu

2012 	JIMMY P.: PSYCHOTHERAPY OF A PLAINS INDIAN by Arnaud Desplechin 
YOU AIN’T SEEN NOTHIN’ YET by Alain Resnais 
COSMOPOLIS by David Cronenberg

2011 	CHICKEN WITH PLUMS by Marjane Satrapi and Vincent Paronnaud 

2010 	ON TOUR by Mathieu Amalric

2009 	WILD GRASS by Alain Resnais

2008 	MESRINE PART 2: PUBLIC ENEMY #1 by Jean-François Richet 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE by Marc Forster 
ON WAR by Bertrand Bonello
A CHRISTMAS TALE by Arnaud Desplechin 

2007 	A SECRET by Claude Miller
THE STORY OF RICHARD O by Damien Odoul
THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY by Julian Schnabel, César 2008 Best Actor
ACTRESSES by Valeria Bruni Tedeschi 

2006 	LE GRAND APPARTEMENT by Pascal Thomas 

2005 	MUNICH by Steven Spielberg

2004 	KINGS AND QUEEN by Arnaud Desplechin, César 2005 Best Actor 

2003 	A MAN, A REAL ONE by Arnaud and Jean-Marie Larrieu 

1998 	LATE AUGUST, EARLY SEPTEMBER by Olivier Assayas 
ALICE AND MARTIN by André Téchiné

1996 	MY SEX LIFE... OR HOW I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT by Arnaud Desplechin, César 1997 Most Promising Actor 

1992 	LA SENTINELLE by Arnaud Desplechin

1984 	FAVOURITES OF THE MOON by Otar Iosseliani  

Director 
2017 	BARBARA
2014 	THE BLUE ROOM 
2010 	ON TOUR 

Best Director, Cannes Film Festival 
2003 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
2001 WIMBLEDON STAGE 
1997 MANGE TA SOUPE 

MARION COTILLARD – Selected Filmography 

2017 	ISMAEL’S GHOSTS by Arnaud Desplechin 
ROCK’N’ROLL by Guillaume Canet 

2016 	ALLIED by Robert Zemeckis
FROM THE LAND OF THE MOON by Nicole Garcia 
IT’S ONLY THE END OF THE WORLD by Xavier Dolan 

2015 	MACBETH by Justin Kurzel

2014 	TWO DAYS, ONE NIGHT by Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne. European Film Award 2014 Best Actress 

2013 	THE IMMIGRANT by James Grey 
BLOOD TIES by Guillaume Canet 

2012 	THE DARK KNIGHT RISES by Christopher Nolan 
RUST AND BONE by Jacques Audiard. Globe de Cristal 2013 Best Actress 

2010 	MIDNIGHT IN PARIS by Woody Allen 

2009 	LITTLE WHITE LIES by Guillaume Canet 
INCEPTION by Christopher Nolan 

2008 	NINE by Rob Marshall 
PUBLIC ENEMIES by Michael Mann 

2007 	LA VIE EN ROSE by Olivier Dahan, Oscar 2008 Best Actress, César 2008 Best Actress, Golden Globe 2008 Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture - Comedy or Musical 
A GOOD YEAR by Ridley Scott 

2005 	DIKKENEK by Olivier Van Hoffstradt 
MARY by Abel Ferrara 

2004 	CAVALCADE by Steve Suissa

2003 	A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT by Jean-Pierre Jeunet, César 2005 Best Supporting Actress 
BIG FISH by Tim Burton
LOVE ME IF YOU DARE by Yann Samuel 
TAXI 3 by Gérard Crawczyk 

2001  	PRETTY THINGS by Gilles Paquet-Brenner 

2000 	TAXI 2 by Gérard Crawczyk

1999 	BLUE AWAY TO AMERICA by Sarah Lévy 

1998 	TAXI by Gérard Pirès 

1996 	LA BELLE VERTE by Coline Serreau
MY SEX LIFE... OR HOW I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT by Arnaud Desplechin 

CHARLOTTE GAINSBOURG – Selected Filmography 

2017 	ISMAEL’S GHOSTS by Arnaud Desplechin 
THE SNOWMAN by Thomas Alfredson
LA PROMESSE DE L’AUBE by Eric Barbier 
NORMAN by Joseph Cedar 

2016 	TRUE CRIMES by Alexandros Avranas

2014 	EVERY THING WILL BE FINE by Wim Wenders 
SAMBA by Eric Toledano and Olivier Nakache 
3 HEARTS by Sylvie Berger

2013 	NYMPHOMANIAC - VOLUME 2 by Lars Von Trier 
NYMPHOMANIAC - VOLUME 1 by Lars Von Trier 

2010 	MELANCHOLIA by Lars Von Trier

2009 	THE TREE by Julie Bertuccelli 
CONFESSION OF A CHILD OF THE CENTURY by Sylvie Verheyde 
ANTICHRIST by Lars Von Trier. Best Actress, Cannes Film Festival 2009 
		
2008 	PERSECUTION by Patrice Chéreau

2007 	I’M NOT THERE by Todd Haynes

2006 	I DO by Eric Lartigau

2004 	21 GRAMS by Alejandro González Iñárritu 
ONE STAYS, THE OTHER LEAVES by Claude Berri 

2000 	FELIX AND LOLA by Patrice Leconte 
MY WIFE IS AN ACTRESS by Yvan Atta 
	
1999 	THE INTRUDER by David Bailey 
SEASON’S BEATINGS by Danièle Thompson, César 2000 Best Supporting Actress 

1998 	PASSIONNEMENT by Bruno Nuytten 

1996 	LOVE, ETC. by Marion Vernoux

1995 	ANNA OZ by Eric Rochant

1994 	JANE EYRE by Franco Zeffirelli 
1992 	THE CEMENT GARDEN by Andrew Birkin 

1991 	LOVER by Jacques Doillon

1989 	NIGHT SUN by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani 

1988 	THE LITTLE THIEF by Claude Miller 

1987 	KUNG FU MASTER by Agnès Varda

1986 	CHARLOTTE FOR EVER by Serge Gainsbourg

1985 	THE TEMPTATION OF ISABELLE by Jacques Doillon 
AN IMPUDENT GIRL by Claude Miller, César 1986 Most Promising Actress 

1984    LOVE SONGS by Elie Chouraqui 

LOUIS GARREL  – Selected Filmography 

2017	REDOUBTABLE by Michel Hazanavicius 

2015	TWO FRIENDS by Louis Garrel 

2014	SAINT LAURENT by Bertrand Bonello 

2013	A CASTLE IN ITALY by Valeria Bruni Tedeschi 

2007	LOVE SONGS by Christophe Honoré

2003 	THE DREAMERS by Bernardo Bertolucci 

ALBA ROHRWACHER  – Selected Filmography 

2016	PERFECT STRANGERS by Paolo Genovese 

2015	SWORN VIRGIN by Laura Bispuri 

2014	HUNGRY HEARTS by Saverio Costanzo 

2014	THE WONDERS by Alice Rohrwacher  

2010	COME UNDONE by Silvio Soldini 

2009	I AM LOVE by Luca Guadagnino 
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Cast: 


Ismael  - Mathieu AMALRIC
Carlotta - Marion COTILLARD
Sylvia - Charlotte GAINSBOURG
Ivan - Louis GARREL
Arielle / Faunia - Alba ROHRWACHER
Bloom - László SZABÓ
Zwy - Hippolyte GIRARDOT
Crew:
Directed by Arnaud DESPLECHIN
Screenplay Arnaud DESPLECHIN, Julie PEYR and Léa MYSIUS
DP Irina LUBTCHANSKY
Editor Laurence BRIAUD
Original Music Grégoire HETZEL
Production Designer Toma BAQUENI
Costume Designer Nathalie RAOUL
     Nicolas CANTIN
Sound Sylvain MALBRANT
            Stéphane THIEBAUT

Casting Alexandre NAZARIAN

1st Assistant Director Marion DEHAENE
Line Producer Oury MILSHTEIN
Coproduction with the participation of WHY NOT PRODUCTIONS, FRANCE 2 CINÉMA CANAL+ CINÉ+ FRANCE TÉLÉVISIONS
With the support of CENTRE NATIONAL DU CINÉMA ET DE L’IMAGE ANIMÉE RÉGION ILE-DE-FRANCE PICTANOVO RÉGION HAUTS DE FRANCE WILD BUNCH
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