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SYNOPSIS

HARRY BENSON: SHOOT FIRST charts the illustrious career of the renowned photographer who initially rose to fame alongside The Beatles, having been assigned to cover their inaugural trip to the United States in 1964. With unprecedented “behind the scenes” access, Benson captured some of the most vibrant and intimate portraits ever taken of the most popular band in history. His extensive portfolio includes iconic images of Winston Churchill, Bobby Fischer, Muhammad Ali, Greta Garbo, Michael Jackson, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Robert F. Kennedy assassination, and his work has appeared in publications including Life, Vanity Fair and The New Yorker. Now 86, workaholic Benson has no intention of stopping.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – MATTHEW MIELE AND JUSTIN BARE

We were first introduced to Harry Benson as a potential interview subject for a previous film. On the day of the interview, we were prepped before our arrival that he was a provocative storyteller and witty raconteur. As soon as our cameras started rolling, he was exactly what was prescribed, giving us great material, yet there were major distractions happening that could not be ignored. Surrounding Harry on the walls of his Upper Eastside apartment were iconic photographs reflecting not only major historical moments of the last 60 years, but exclusive images of legendary figures that could only have been captured from having unparalleled access. 

The realization that every one of these photographs were snapped by the same man, Harry Benson, seated in front of us with a cunning grin and whimsical green handkerchief in his lapel, was overwhelming. Over three consecutive lunches, a promise to bring our A-game, and a complete respect for the integrity of his photographs (many unpublished to this date), we received Harry's blessing to do a feature documentary on his extraordinary career.  

After three years of sifting through thousands of photographs, filming fifty interviews with Harry's friends, fellow photographers, and gracious subjects, as well as trips to Harry's native Scotland and following him once again on his regular beat on Fleet Street in London, we have a film we are proud to say is inherently Harry.

ABOUT HARRY BENSON

Award winning Scottish photojournalist Harry Benson CBE came to America with the Beatles in 1964 and never looked back.  Under contract to LIFE Magazine for 30 years, Harry has photographed for major magazine including Time, Vanity Fair, W, Newsweek, French Vogue, Quest, Paris Match, Forbes, Town & Country, Architectural Digest, Paris Match, Bunte, People, and The London Sunday Times Magazine. 

Having photographed eleven US presidents from Eisenhower to Obama; world leaders including Winston Churchill, Charles de Gaulle, Conrad Adenauer, Leonid Brezhnev, Ariel Sharon, and Boris Yeltsin; Royals including Princess Grace, Prince Rainier, Princess Caroline, the Royal Family of Spain, The British Royal Family including a private sitting with Queen Elizabeth II in Buckingham Palace in 2014. 

Harry photographed Senator Robert F. Kennedy on the campaign trail and was next to him when he was assassinated in 1968.  Harry marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., during the Civil Rights Movement, covered the Race Riots in America, was embedded with US Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf during the Gulf War; and has photographed countless luminaries including The Beatles, Michael Jackson, Mick Jagger, The Who, Willie Nelson, Elizabeth Taylor, Frank Sinatra, Jack Nicholson, Amy Winehouse, Greta Garbo, Brad Pitt, Andy Warhol, Francis Bacon, and Kate Moss.  

In 2009 Harry was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for service to photography. 

Harry was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Letters by St. Andrews University, Scotland; and by Glasgow University and the Glasgow School of Art, Scotland, and is an Honorary Fellow of London's Royal Photographic Society. He has twice been named NPPA Magazine Photographer of the Year.
There have been over 40 gallery / museum solo exhibitions of Harry's photographs, and sixteen books of his photographs have been published.   
His photographs are in the permanent collection of The National Portrait Gallery in Washington, DC, The Tucson Museum of Art, The Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Kelvingrove Museum of Art in Glasgow, and a recent retrospective exhibit at The Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh in the summer of 2016. 

Harry lives in New York and Florida with his wife, Gigi, who works with him on his books and exhibitions.  Their two daughters, Wendy and Tessa, live in Los Angeles with their families.  
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

MATTHEW MIELE – CO-DIRECTOR / CO-WRITER 
Matthew Miele is a Producer/Director and Founder of Quixotic Endeavors, a multimedia production company focusing on subjects with an iconic theme. Following his 2013 box office hit, Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf’s, the critically acclaimed breakthrough documentary about the world-renowned fashion emporium Bergdorf Goodman, Miele’s storytelling has since garnered the confidence and support from some of the most inimitable brands and personalities. 
In February 2016, Miele’s company released Crazy About Tiffany’s, the fully authorized documentary of the global brand Tiffany & Co. and is currently in production on another feature documentary about Coca-Cola commemorating the 100th anniversary of their iconic glass bottle. Previously, Miele wrote and held firm on directing his debut feature, Everything’s Jake (Warner Bros. 2007) with a follow-up indie feature he again both wrote and directed—Eavesdrop (Shoreline, 2008). Garnering the attention of Hollywood, Miele was hired to pen the biopic for the life story of the First Lady of Song, Ella Fitzgerald (Ella, now in development), and a fully authorized biopic on America’s most beloved artist, Norman Rockwell. 
Current projects in production include a fully authorized documentary on the legendary Carlyle Hotel, and a just wrapped feature length documentary on the most iconic photographer of the 20th century, Harry Benson. 

JUSTIN BARE – CO-DIRECTOR / CO-WRITER / CO-PRODUCER
Justin Bare is a Director and Producer at Quixotic Endeavors, a production company focusing on iconic brands and people. Justin started as a producer/photographer for ABC News in New York before joining Quixotic in 2011. He was the Cinematographer and Film Editor on Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf's his first feature length documentary. Since Scatter, Justin has had a pivotal role in all Quixotic productions including I'm Crazy About Tiffany's (the fully authorized feature documentary on Tiffany & Co) as the Cinematographer, Editor, and Producer. He is now currently working on Coked Up! (the fully authorized Coca-Cola documentary) as the Writer and Director. 

Justin also co-directed and co-wrote the documentary on the famous photographer Harry Benson as well as produced the untitled documentary on the legendary Carlyle hotel in New York. 

HEATHER SILVERMAN – PRODUCER
Heather Silverman is a Producer at Quixotic Endeavors. She started her career as a trailer editor most notably for Rockstar Games and soon started producing her own content. 

Having grown up with a New York Times photographer father, Heather was excited to team up with Miele and Bare in 2014 as Producer and Film Editor of Harry Benson: Shoot First. 
She is also Co-Produced I’m Crazy About Tiffany’s her first credited feature length documentary. 
Heather is currently producing Coked Up! as well as Writer and Producer of an untitled documentary about the beauty industry with Clinique.
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