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SYNOPSIS
Before entire networks were built on populist personalities; before reality morphed into a TV genre; the masses fixated on a single, sociopathic star: controversial talk-show host Morton Downey, Jr. 
In the late ‘80s, Downey tore apart the traditional talk format by turning debate of current issues into a gladiator pit. His blow-smoke-in-your-face style drew a rabid cult following, but also the title “Father of Trash Television.” Was his show a platform for the working man or an incubator for Snooki and The Situation? Ironbound Films’ ÉVOCATEUR: THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE dissects the mind and motivation of television’s most notorious agitator. 
Lower the safety bar for a rollercoaster ride through Downey’s euphoric ascent to fame and nauseating plummet to infamy. ÉVOCATEUR features interviews with Herman Cain, Pat Buchanan, Chris Elliott, Gloria Allred, Sally Jessy Raphael, Alan Dershowitz, Curtis Sliwa, and Richard Bey. Never-before-seen footage reveals Downey’s behind-the-scenes fistfights and foibles. Animation recreates the legends of Downey that bounce between executive nightmare and schoolboy fantasy. 
ÉVOCATEUR also features an exclusive interview with Steven Pagones, the white assistant district attorney accused in 1988 of raping black teenager Tawana Brawley. Brawley advocate Al Sharpton refused to be interviewed for ÉVOCATEUR, but there is shocking footage of him taped during a Morton Downey Jr. Show commercial break. 
Directors Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller, and Jeremy Newberger of Ironbound Films were rabid and now recovering Mort fans. They directed the critically acclaimed, Emmy-nominated documentaries The New Recruits and The Linguists, which premiered at Sundance.

DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT
The three directors of ÉVOCATEUR: THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE were all impressionable teenagers from 1987 through 1989 when Downey was on the air: Seth Kramer in West Orange, New Jersey; Daniel A. Miller in Edison, New Jersey; and Jeremy Newberger in Dix Hills, New York. 
For “bridge and tunnel” people our age, The Morton Downey Jr. Show was a phenomenon. Television was our main diversion in the suburbs, and the most radical thing on it was MTV. 
Downey gave us something as unorthodox but meatier. It examined topical issues in a way that was confrontational, uncensored, and hilarious. Discussions of racism, politics, and capital punishment became expletive-laden shouting matches, somehow moving us as teenagers to engage with ideas. The studio audience was filled with people who dressed and talked like us. The end result resembled an awkward cross between Jersey Shore and The McLaughlin Group. Downey was the ringmaster and our hero. The villain was anyone with whom he disagreed. 
We would discuss the late-night episodes during next morning’s homeroom. We would gather after school to watch them on tape. The luckiest among us would make it to Secaucus, New Jersey, to be part of the live studio audience. A VHS that included a friend’s appearance on the show would go viral; meaning that it would get passed like crazy from one person to the next. 
Fast-forward to 2008. We run a documentary production company in Garrison, New York, called Ironbound Films. We create weighty documentaries like The Linguists, about language loss (Sundance premiere, Emmy nomination); and The New Recruits, about global poverty (Emmy nomination). During a lunchtime discussion of our next project, we discover that we share a deep, dark secret: we were all fans of The Morton Downey Jr. Show. 
We learn that we all have friends who made it to tapings of the show, but none of us ever could. Astoundingly, Jeremy and Daniel tell similar tales of staging imaginary Downey shows in a friend’s basement. In both cases, it involved someone dressing up as Downey with a tie and cigarette; and someone pretending to be a frequent guest, like Guardian Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, which would mean a red beret and jacket. 
What drew us to Downey? What draws anyone to these populists of the airwaves, from Father Coughlin to Joe Pyne to Glenn Beck? We began our journey to find out. 
First, we needed to find the Downey show tapes. The Morton Downey Jr. Show was created by Bob Pittman, who not surprisingly also pioneered MTV. Currently CEO of Clear Channel, Bob agreed to meet with us. We pitched him and longtime partner Mayo Stuntz in their lofty midtown conference room on a Downey documentary. They regaled us with stories of working with Downey and the impact of the show. They also revealed that they still possessed the tapes. 

We rented a U-Haul and sped off to a monolithic storage facility in Moonachie, New Jersey. A forklift delivered us two pallets of 80 boxes covered with twenty years of dust. We were half-expecting to see Downey’s mouth logo burned into one of them, à la the crate of Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
Our next step was sifting through 400 hours of show footage. Our mission was to steer as clear as possible of a “Best of Downey” compilation. We instead sought the subtleties that betrayed Downey’s methods and motivations, and the moments that would help craft a narrative of his rise and fall. 
We also reached out to Downey’s coworkers and colleagues, family and friends, and some of his most frequent and memorable guests. Gloria Allred, Pat Buchanan, and Alan Dershowitz, today among a crowd of TV’s talking heads, back then appealed to us as professional wrestlers—rhetorical masters in Downey’s ring. 
Many of the people we contacted appeared to be waiting for our call. After Downey’s alleged attack by Neo-Nazi skinheads in 1989, his show met an abrupt end. His fans and contemporaries seemed to be longing for closure. 
ÉVOCATEUR: THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE is one part celebration and one part interrogation. We wanted to get to the bottom of why Downey was able to capitalize on the latent fury of the masses; and also, how a new Downey bubbles to the surface every couple decades. In French, évocateur is not just one who evokes, but also something that is reminiscent of another thing from the past. We hope ÉVOCATEUR empowers audiences to recognize the next populist entertainer who hijacks the public conversation. 
And, of course, it’s a chance to enjoy Downey’s shtick, just one more time again.
ÉVOCATEUR
THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE TIMELINE

December 9, 1932 
Sean Morton Downey Jr. is born. 
October 19, 1987 
The Morton Downey Jr. Show debuts in New York. We are teenage fanatics. 
November 28, 1987 
Tawana Brawley is found in a garbage bag in Wappingers Falls, New York, claiming to have been raped by six white men. Racial tension mounts. 
May 30, 1988

The Morton Downey Jr. Show is syndicated nationally. 
August 10, 1988 
During a taping of The Morton Downey Jr. Show at the Apollo Theater in Harlem, civil rights activist Roy Innis shoves Tawana Brawley advocate Al Sharpton to the ground. Mayhem ensues. 
October 6, 1988 
A Grand Jury concludes that Tawana Brawley lied. 
April 24, 1989 
Morton Downey Jr. is found in the stall of a restroom at San Francisco International Airport, claiming to have been attacked by three Neo-Nazi skinheads. 
July 19, 1989 

The Morton Downey Jr. Show is canceled. 
March 12, 2001 
Morton Downey Jr. dies of lung cancer. 
February 7, 2008 
Ironbound Films hatches the idea for a Morton Downey Jr. documentary. 
April 8, 2008 
We meet with The Morton Downey Jr. Show creator and current CEO of Clear Channel Bob Pittman. 
March 11, 2009 
We rescue The Morton Downey Jr. Show tapes from deep storage. 
April 19, 2012 
ÉVOCATEUR: THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE world premieres at the Tribeca Film Festival.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller, and Jeremy Newberger are Ironbound Films. Headquartered in an old inn on the Hudson River opposite West Point, Ironbound crafts documentaries for theaters, television, museums, and the web. We produced and directed ÉVOCATEUR: THE MORTON DOWNEY JR. MOVIE. In addition, Daniel wrote, Seth edited, and Jeremy did art direction for the film. 
Most recently, we produced the feature documentary The New Recruits. It profiles social entrepreneurs and business school graduates in Kenya, India, and Pakistan using market principles to fight poverty. Narrated by three-time Emmy Award-nominee Rainn Wilson, star of NBC’s hit comedy series The Office, The New Recruits aired on PBS. In 2011, it was nominated for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Business and Economic Reporting. 
Our previous documentary was The Linguists, the world’s first look at how languages become endangered, and how scientists document, archive, and help return them to use. The first film funded by the National Science Foundation ever to premiere at the Sundance Film Festival (“The talk of the town at Sundance,” proclaimed Reuters), The Linguists went on to win top honors at hundreds of film festivals around the world; enjoy a gala premier at the Paris headquarters of UNESCO; and air on PBS. In 2010, The Linguists was nominated for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Science and Technology Programming. 
Seth and Daniel produced and directed the America Rebuilds series for PBS, which investigates the engineering, business, and politics of reconstruction at the World Trade Center site. Narrated by two-time Academy Award-winner Kevin Spacey, America Rebuilds: A Year at Ground Zero premiered in 2002 as PBS’s signature broadcast of its 9/11-anniversary programming. America Rebuilds II: Return to Ground Zero, narrated by Emmy Award-winner Mariska Hargitay, premiered in 2006 for the five-year anniversary. 
Seth was nominated for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Historical Programming for Resistance: Untold Stories of Jewish Partisans (PBS, 2002). Daniel was nominated for The Trial of Adolf Eichmann (PBS, 1997). 
Jeremy innovated some of the Web’s first video content, transforming the “webisode” into an indispensable tool for both businesses and advertisers. Jeremy is co-creator, executive producer, and writer of The Fantastic Two, a serial web comedy starring William “The Refrigerator” Perry, sponsored by McDonalds and Honda. Jeremy saw his fifteen minutes of cult celebrity as a producer and sometime on-air contributor to the Imus in the Morning television program on MSNBC. He was profiled in Jim Reed’s fan book Everything Imus. 
Jeremy is a Great Dane (SUNY Albany, 1995); Daniel a Brunonian (Brown University, 1994.5) and Seth an Artvark (University of the Arts in Philadelphia, 1996). They are all dads: of Samson and Annabelle, Sander and Asa, and Lillian, respectively. They live within play-date proximity in the Hudson Valley, New York.
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