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SYNOPSIS

In a seaside village on the outskirts of an Italian city, where the only law seems to be survival of the fittest, Marcello is a slight, mild-mannered man who divides his days between working at his modest dog grooming salon, caring for his daughter Alida, and being coerced into the petty criminal schemes of the local bully Simoncino, an ex-boxer who terrorizes the neighborhood. When Simoncino’s abuse finally brings Marcello to a breaking point, he decides to stand up for his own dignity through an act of vengeance, with unintended consequences. 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE - Matteo Garrone
As often happens in my films, at the beginning of Dogman, there’s a visual suggestion, an image, an inversion of perspective: that of some dogs, locked inside cages, that act as witnesses to the explosion of human brutality… an image that goes back to ten years ago, when, for the first time, I thought about making this film. But was it really this film?


Hard to say, because over time, Dogman changed along with me, becoming a film that was always new, always different. Some of the original ideas made it to the end, but they don’t exhaust, for me, the more profound meaning of the story that I wanted to tell; Dogman, for example, is not simply a film about vengeance, even if vengeance (or better yet, redemption) plays an important role, just as it’s also not solely a variation on the (eternal) theme of the struggle between weak and strong. 
Instead, it’s a film that, despite having an “extreme” story, puts forward something that concerns all of us: the consequences of the daily choices we make in order to survive, of the yesses that we say which bring us to no longer being able to say no, to the difference between who we are and who we believe we are. Through this examination of the profound, by bringing us up close to a man’s loss of innocence, I think the film is universal, “ethical” but not moralistic: because of this, it’s important for me to underline the distance the film has from the news story that liberally inspired it. Everything, starting from the locations, the characters, their psychologies, has been transfigured.

One last note, to underline the importance of the encounter with the lead actor, Marcello Fonte. His sweetness and his antique face, that seems to come from an Italy that is disappearing, contributed decisively to my own understanding of how to approach such dark material, that for years had attracted and repulsed me at the same time, and the character whose story I wanted to tell: a man who, while seeking redemption after a life of humiliation, fools himself into believing that he has liberated not only himself, but his whole neighborhood, and maybe even the world. Which instead remains always the same, and almost indifferent.
ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

MATTEO GARRONE – Director and Screenwriter

Born in Rome in 1968, Matteo Garrone graduated from high school in 1986. After working as an assistant cameraman, he decided to dedicate himself full-time to painting.

In 1996, he won the Sacher Festival with the short film, Silhouette.

The following year, he created his own production company, Archimede, and directed his first feature film, Terra di mezzo, distributed by Tandem, which won the Special Jury Prize and the Cipputi Award at the Torino International Festival of Young Cinema.

In 1998, he directed the documentary Oreste Pipolo, fotografo di matrimoni (Oreste Pipolo, Wedding Photographer), and in the same year, his second feature, Ospiti (Guests), presented at the Venice Film Festival. The film received a Special Mention at the Angers European First Film Festival, the Best Film (Golden Moon) Award at the Valencia International Film Festival, and the Kodak Award at the Messina Film Festival. 

His third feature, Estate Romana (Roman Summer), made in 2000, was also selected for the Venice Film Festival. 

In 2002, he participated in the Directors’ Fortnight at the 55th Cannes Film Festival with L’imbalsamatore (The Embalmer). The film won the David di Donatello (Italian Academy Award) for best screenplay and best supporting actor, the Nastro d’Argento (Blue Ribbon) and the “Ciak d’oro” for best editing, the Fellini Award for Best Producer, Best Production Design, Best Cinematography, Best Screenplay, and Best Distribution, as well as the Special Jury Prize at the Pasolini Awards.

In 2004, his film Primo amore (First Love) was selected for Official Competition at the 54th Berlin International Film Festival. The film was awarded the Silver Berlin Bear for best film score, for which it also received the David di Donatello and Nastro d’argento.
In 2008, Garrone competed for the first time in the Official Competition at the Cannes Film Festival with Gomorra, which was awarded the Grand Jury Prize. The film won five European Film Awards, including Best Film, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Screenplay, and Best Cinematography, seven David di Donatellos, two Nastro d’argentos, the Silver Hugo for Best Screenplay at the Chicago Film Festival, and was nominated for Best Foreign Film at the Golden Globes, the BAFTAs and the Césars.
Also in 2008, he produced Gianni Di Gregorio’s Pranzo di ferragosto (Mid-August Lunch), which won the Luigi De Laurentiis Award for Best First Film at the Venice Film Festival. 

In 2012 and 2015, he returned to the Official Competition at the Cannes Film Festival with, respectively, Reality (for which he won a second Grand Jury Prize, in addition to three David di Donatellos and three Nastro d’argentos), and Il Racconto dei Racconti (Tale of Tales), winner of 7 David di Donatellos. 

His newest film, Dogman, was in competition at the 71st Cannes Film Festival. 
ABOUT THE CAST  

MARCELLO FONTE – Marcello

Musician, performer and sculptor. Marcello Fonte was born in Melito di Porto Salvo in Reggio Calabria in 1978. At ten years old, he began playing the snare drum in a band. When he arrived in Rome in 1999, his brother, a production designer, got him involved in a theater production, which inspired his passion for acting and led to small roles in film and television. Since 2015, he’s been a regular member of the troupe, “Fort Apache Cinema Teatro”, where has also participates in training workshops. 
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