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SYNOPSIS
 
In a startling mature and nuanced performance, Parker Posey plays Nora Wilder, a thirty-something Manhattanite who is cynical about love and relationships, in this astute collaboration with first-time writer/director Zoe Cassavetes.  Nora plugs away at her job in a posh downtown hotel and can't help but wonder what it is she has to do to find a relationship as ideal as her friend Audrey's (Drea De Matteo) "perfect marriage."  It doesn’t help that her overbearing mother (Gena Rowlands) takes every opportunity to remind Nora that she's still unattached.  After a series of disastrous first dates, she meets Julien (Melvil Poupaud), a seemingly devil-may-care Frenchman with a passion for living.  Expecting another disastrous ending, Nora tries to avoid making the same mistakes.  She finds herself in Paris looking to break old patterns.  Inevitably, Nora has to look inward before she can find a new outlook on life and most importantly, love.

 

Q&A WITH ZOE CASSAVETES

How did you get into filmmaking? 
I think it was a natural thing for me to get into.  I grew up in a house where films were being made, and I loved the sense of family as well as the creativity that was fostered.  My father was a director and an actor.  My mother is an actress, and both my brother and sister are writer/directors. 


What inspired you to write this story?
When I thought of the idea for BROKEN ENGLISH it was at a time when I was totally overwhelmed by people asking me whether I was married or had a boyfriend.  I saw that it was happening to a lot of my friends as well.  I think it comes at a certain age where society almost insists that you fall in love, get married and have children.  However, it seems that we are all more confused about relationships than ever.  I wanted to explore these themes about what it is like to be lonely and to be ashamed of that feeling.


What about the story do you identify with most?
I love truly human stories.  I love that these characters can feel pain and insecurity and look at other people's lives and envy what they don't have. 


How much of the film is autobiographical?
Is it possible for a writer to not write about things they know?  I'm not afraid to use my own stories as part of the bigger picture, but I've also been an observer of others for as long as I can remember.

Why do you think audiences are fascinated by stories of what people will do for love?

Love is a common factor in all human beings and at some point everyone feels both pain and happiness from all types of love.  I think it's comforting to know no one ever has it easy when it comes to relationships.


Is your film a traditional love story? 
BROKEN ENGLISH is a story that has been told many times before.  Yet I don't think of it as a traditional romantic comedy; it's more of a story of self-exploration. 

How much does your pedigree influence your filmmaking journeys into probing personal storytelling?
I've always been a storyteller.  I've always written.  Exploring feelings has always been encouraged in our family. 

Which one of your dad’s [John Cassavetes] films has influenced you the most, or is your favorite, and why?
I think my father's films are some of the most painful and daring films I've ever seen.  He had a gift for showing people in pain and I have always been attracted to those themes as well.  I love that they have different meanings the older I get and the more I've experienced in my own life.  I love OPENING NIGHT because it has so many themes and it is shot so beautifully.  My mother [Gena Rowlands] is spectacular in it, and she gets to be glamorous even while suffering.  The cast is 

amazing and I love to see my parents act together, even though my father always seems to cast himself as kind of a brute. 


What does your film say about loneliness and love?
It feels so painful to be alone and think you are never going to find "real love."  It's brave to really look at yourself and take chances based on what is going to make you happy in life, but that mission can't rest on other people's perceptions of you. 
 
What point should audiences take away from the film?
Try to love yourself. 

What’s the most ambitious thing you’ve ever done for love?
I willed this movie to happen.

CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Parker Posey 

Parker Posey received an Independent Spirit Award nomination as Lead Actress for her work in Rebecca Miller's PERSONAL VELOCITY, as well as a Golden Globe nomination for her work opposite Shirley MacLaine in the CBS film, "Hell on Heels: The Battle of Mary Kay."  Other films from her vast repertoire include Thom Fitzgerald's THE EVENT, Christopher Guest's WAITING FOR GUFFMAN, BEST IN SHOW and A MIGHTY WIND.

She has also appeared in THE SWEETEST THING, THE ANNIVERSARY PARTY, Wes Craven's SCREAM 3, Nora Ephron's YOU’RE GOT MAIL, Richard Linklater's SUBURBIA and DAZED AND CONFUSED, CLOCKWATCHERS and THE DAYTRIPPERS and Hal Hartley's AMATEUR, FLIRT and HENRY FOOL.

For her performance in THE HOUSE OF YES, she received a Special Jury Prize at The Sundance Film Festival.  She most recently appeared in Warner Bros.' SUPERMAN RETURNS and opposite Danny DeVito in THE OH IN OHIO.  She will next be seen in Christopher Guest’s FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION, BROKEN ENGLISH directed by Zoe Cassavetes and SPRING BREAKDOWN opposite Amy Poehler and Rachel Dratch.

On stage, Parker most recently starred off-Broadway in the acclaimed revival of "Hurlyburly," for which she received a Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Featured Actress and in Lanford Wilson's "Fifth of July" (a Lucille Lortel nomination for Lead Actress).  She also starred in the Los Angeles premiere of John Patrick Shanley's "Four Dogs and a Bone," directed by Lawrence Kasdan, and starred on Broadway opposite Matthew Broderick in Elaine May's "Taller Than A Dwarf."

Drea de Matteo  
Drea de Matteo is best known for her portrayal of “Adriana,” Christopher’s loyal and loving fiancée on HBO’s critically-acclaimed series, “The Sopranos.”  The role garnered her a Golden Globe nomination (2005) and an Emmy Award (2004) for Best Supporting Actress.  She was also nominated for a SAG Award for “Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series” in 2005.  Along with her cast, de Matteo was nominated for SAG Awards for “Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series” in 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2005.  After her famed death on “The Sopranos,” de Matteo went on to star for 2 years as Matt Le Blanc's sister on NBC's sitcom, “Joey.”
 
In addition to her television credits, de Matteo has starred in such films as ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 with Ethan Hawke and Laurence Fishburne and WALKER PAYNE (2006 Tribeca Film Festival) with Sam Shepard and Jason Patric.  She also starred in Abel Ferrara’s ‘R XMAS (2001 Cannes Film Festival—“Un Certain Regard”), which won the Grand Jury Prize at the NY International Independent Film Festival and garnered her a “Best Actress” award.  De Matteo appeared opposite Gina Gershon in PREY FOR ROCK AND ROLL, which premiered at 

Sundance in 2003, and she returns to the festival this year with BROKEN ENGLISH and THE GOOD LIFE—both of which are in Dramatic Competition.  Most recently, she just completed shooting the independent film LAKE CITY with Sissy Spacek and Troy Garity.
 
During her downtime, de Matteo goes back to HB Studios in NY where her mother Donna de Matteo has taught playwriting for over 25 years.  The two are continually developing and looking out for new writers and projects, as well as working on their own material for the stage.
 
De Matteo resides in both LA and NY and has a BFA in Film Production from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.

Gena Rowlands 
Gena Rowlands (born June 19, 1930) is an American actress. Born Virginia Cathryn Rowlands in Madison, Wisconsin, and raised in Cambria, Wisconsin, her father, Edwin Myrwyn Rowlands, was a state legislator, and her mother, Mary Allen Neal, a housewife originally from Arkansas.

The family moved to Washington, D.C. in 1939 when Myrwyn was appointed to a position in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1942 when he was appointed as branch manager of the Office of Price Administration, and later to Minneapolis, Minnesota. Gena attended the University of Wisconsin from 1947 to 1950, where she was a popular student already renowned for her beauty.  She left for New York City to study drama at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts.

Rowlands went from understudy to lead role in the original Broadway production of “The Seven Year Itch,” and opened in “Middle of the Night,” opposite Edward G. Robbins, in 1956. She made her film debut in THE HIGH COST OF LIVING, opposite Jose Ferrer, in 1958. She guest starred in several anthology television series, including “Robert Montgomery Presents,” “Kraft Television Theatre” and “Studio One,” among many others.  In 1961 she starred in the well-received television series “87th Precinct,” and in 1964 in “Peyton Place.”

Teaming with her husband, writer and director John Cassavetes, whom she married in 1954, Rowlands starred in many productions, including STACCATO, A CHILD IS WAITING, FACES, GLORIA (nomination for Academy Award for Best Actress), LOVE STREAMS, MINNIE AND MOSKOWITZ, SHE’S SO LOVELY, and A WOMAN UNDER THE INFLUENCE (Academy Award nomination). She starred in THE NEON BIBLE.  In 1985, Rowlands played the mother in the critically acclaimed made-for-TV movie, “An Early Frost.”  She also appeared in 1998’s “Hope Floats,” opposite Sandra Bullock and Harry Connick, Jr. In recent years, she has appeared in Paulie and in Mira Nair's HBO movie, “Hysterical Blindness,” for which she won her third Emmy.

She was recently seen in THE NOTEBOOK, which was directed by her son, Nick Cassavetes, and co-starred James Garner, Ryan Gosling and Rachel McAdams. In 2004 she won her first Daytime Emmy for her role as Mrs. Evelyn Ritchie in “The Incredible Mrs. Ritchie.” To name a few, Ms. Rowlands has been nominated for: two Academy Awards; six Emmy nominations, and one 

Daytime Emmy; eight Golden Globes; three Satellite Awards; and one SAG Award. Some of her notable wins include: a Silver Berlin Bear; three Emmy Awards and one Daytime Emmy; two Golden Globes; two National Board of Review Awards; two Satellite Awards; and one Prize San Sebastián.  In 2005, she appeared opposite Kate Hudson, Peter Sarsgaard, and John Hurt in the gothic thriller THE SKELETON KEY.

Rowlands can also be seen in PARIS, JE T’AIME, opposite Gérard Depardieu and Ben Gazzara.  In December of 2006 she wrapped shooting on the Lifetime movie, “What If God Were the Sun?”
Melvil Poupaud  

Melvil Poupaud was born in 1973.  He started acting in a Raoul Ruiz movie when he was 10, playing the part of a murderous child.  Since then he has acted in more than 30 films, with directors such as Eric Rohmer, Jacques Doillon, Jean-Jacques Annaud, Benoit Jacquot, James Ivory…and Raoul Ruiz with whom he has worked over 10 times.  His latest movie was TIME TO LEAVE, by François Ozon, released  in 2005. 

Twenty three years ago, with the first payment he received as an actor, he bought a video camera and started to make small movies all by himself in his bedroom. Those movies where presented in the “E. Perrotin” gallery in Paris in 2003, and released on DVD by MK2 and Anna Sanders films the next year.  His latest movie, and first feature film, is entitled “Melvil”, and was selected at the last Cannes film festival (Director’s Fortnight). In 2006, in addition to appearing in BROKEN ENGLISH, directed by Zoe Cassavetes, he worked with English director Sean Ellis, and French director Pascal Thomas.  He is now shooting a movie in Beirut with the Lebanese director, Danielle Harbid.

Justin Theroux

Justin Theroux is an accomplished film and stage actor who gained industry notice with his unforgettable performance as director Adam Kesher, opposite Naomi Watts and Laura Elena Harring in David Lynch's MULHOLLAND DRIVE. 
 
He can now be seen in David Lynch's highly anticipated INLAND EMPIRE.  INLAND EMPIRE stars Laura Dern, along with Harry Dean Stanton, and Jeremy Irons. Lynch's distribution company is currently releasing the film in select cities. The film had its world premiere at the 2006 Venice Film Festival.
 
Theroux is currently in post production on his directorial debut DEDICATION.  Produced by Plum Pictures' Celine Rattray, Galt Niederhoffer and Daniela Taplin, Theroux develop the script with writer David Brombert. The film stars Billy Crudup, Mandy Moore, Jim Broadban, and Bob Balaban. This romantic comedy centers around a misogynistic children's book writer (Crudup) who is forced to collaborate with a young female illustrator (Moore) when his writing partner and only friend dies. 
 
Theroux recently completed shooting David Wain's THE TEN, a comedy spoofing the Ten Commandments featuring an ensemble cast including Winona Ryder, Amanda Peet, Jessica Alba, Paul Rudd, Ken Marino, Famke Janssen, and Adam Brody.  City Lights Pictures and MEGA Films 

have teamed to finance and produce.
 
In addition, in 2005, Theroux also has teamed up with Ben Stiller to pen TROPIC THUNDER which is set up at DreamWorks.   In 2004,  Theroux returned to the HBO's acclaimed series "Six Feet Under," reprising his role as Joe, Rachel Griffiths's neighbor and new love interest. The season's most featured guest star, Theroux's character was the center of a love triangle between Griffiths and the shows Peter Krause.
 
Theroux's other film credits include THE BAXTER, STRANGERS WITH CANDY, CHARLIE’S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE, DUPLEX, Mary Harron's AMERICAN PSYCHO, I SHOT ANDY WARHOL, Ben Stiller's smash hit comedy ZOOLANDER, Greg Berlanti's romantic comedy, THE BROKEN HEARTS CLUB and ROMY AND MICHELE’S HIGH SCHOOL REUNION.  Theroux's television credits include guest spots on "Alias", "Sex and The City", "Spin City" and "Ally McBeal."
 
Theroux began his acting career in New York Theater starring opposite Philip Seymour Hoffman in "Shopping and Fucking," followed by "Three Sisters" with Calista Flockhart, Billy Crudup, Jeanne Tripplehorn and Lily Taylor. Theroux last starred in Frank McGuiness' "Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards Somme", an examination of the individual and collective desire to honor one's beliefs and country. For his performance, Theroux was honored with a Lucille Lortel Award as well as the The Boston Critics Award for Best Male Actor.
 
Theroux was born and raised in Washington D.C., and graduated from Bennington College. He currently resides in New York.

Tim Guinee

Tim Guinee (Mark) is a versatile actor who has played an extraordinarily broad range of roles in his prolific career.  Currently he can be seen in SWEET LAND as Olaf Torvik. Other film work includes Sundance Festival Winner PERSONAL VELOCITY (with Parker Posey), HOW TO MAKE AN AMERICAN QUILT, COURAGE UNDER FIRE, Lasse Hallstrom's ONCE AROUND, LADDER 49, Horton Foote's LILY DALE, BEAVIS & BUTTHEAD DO AMERICA, Oliver Stone’s HEAVEN AND EARTH, Griffin Dunne's Oscar-nominated THE DUKE OF GROOVE, and THE SHOVEL co-starring David Strathairn. On television he has been seen internationally in "Moby Dick" (BBC), Linda La Plante's "Comics" (Channel 4), "Vietnam War Stories" (HBO), The Road From Coorain" (Australian Broadcasting Company), "The Suitor" (PBS), "Elvis", "The West Wing", "Law & Order", "CSI" and many more. He recently completed Hesham Issawi's film "American East". Irish American Magazine named Tim one of the top one hundred Irish Americans.
Peter Bogdanovich

Influential American film director, writer, producer, actor.  

Theatre:  Actor, director, Cherry County Playhouse, Traverse City, Michigan, 1955; actor, American Shakespeare Festival, Stratford, Conn. 1956;  actor N.Y. Shakespeare Festival 1957; actor Falmouth Playhouse, Falmouth, Mass., 1958; Dir., producer off-Broadway prods.:  Odets’ 

“The Big Knife,” 1959; Williams’ “Camino Real,” Christie’s “Ten Little Indians,” Odets’ “Rocket to the Moon,” 196l; Kaufman & Hart’s “Once in a Lifetime,” 1964. 

Films and TV: THE WILD ANGELS (2nd unit dir., co-writer, actor) 1966, Amer. Intl.; “The Great Professional: Howard Hawks” (co-dir., writer, interviewer), 1967, BBC; LIONS LOVE (actor) 1967; TARGETS (dir., co-writer, prod., actor) 1968, Saticoy-Para.; THE LAST PICTURE SHOW (dir., co-writer) 197l, BBS-Col.; DIRECTED BY JOHN FORD (dir., writer, interviewer) 197l, Calif. Arts Comm.-AFI; WHAT’S UP, DOC? (dir., prod., co-writer) 1972, Saticoy-WB; PAPER MOON (dir., prod.) 1973, Directors Co.-Copa-Para.; DAISY MILLER (dir., prod., co-writer) 1974, Directors Co.-Copa-Para.; AT LONG LAST LOVE (dir., prod., writer) 1975, Copa-20th; THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WIND (actor) 1975; NICKELODEON (dir., co-writer) 1976, Copa-British Lion-Col.; OPENING NIGHT (actor) 1977;  SAINT JACK (dir., co-writer, actor) 1979, Copa-New World; THEY ALL LAUGHED (dir., co-prod., writer) 198l, Moon Pic-Time-Life-WB; MASK (dir.) 1985, Univ.; “CBS This Morning” (weekly network commentary) 1987-89; ILLEGALLY YOURS (dir., prod.) 1988, DeLaurentiis-MGM; TEXASVILLE (dir., 

prod., writer) 1990, Nelson-Col.; NOISES OFF (dir., exec. prod.) 1992, Amblin-Disney; THE THING CALLED LOVE (dir.) 1993, Para.; Northern Exposure “Rosebud" episode (actor) 11/8/93, CBS; Fallen Angels “A Dime A Dance" episode (dir.) 6/95, Pollock-Showtime; Picture Windows, "Song of Songs" episode (dir.) 6/95, Jewison-Showtime; “Prowler” (dir. pilot) 1995, CBS; “The Price of Heaven” (dir.) 1996, Konigsberg-CBS; “To Sir With Love II” (dir.) 1996, TriStar-CBS; “Rescuers:  Two Women” (dir.) 1997, Barwood-Para-Showtime; MR. JEALOUSY (actor) 1998; “Naked City:  A Killer Christmas” (dir.) 1998, Para.-Showtime; “Bella Mafia” (actor) 1998, CBS; “A Saintly Switch” (dir.) 1999, Disney-ABC; COMING SOON (actor) 1999; “Orson Welles: The One Man Band” (U.S. version; Prod, Narr)1999, Showtime; “The Sopranos” (actor, dir.) 2000-, HBO; THE CAT’S MEOW (dir.) 2002, Lions Gate; “Out of Order” (actor) 2003, Showtime; “Mystery of Natalie Wood” (dir.), 2004, Sertner-von Zerneck-ABC; “Hu$tle” (dir.), 2004, Orly Adelson-ESPN   

Awards: N.Y. Film Critics' Award for Best Screenplay, British Academy Award for Best Screenplay, 8 Academy Award nominations—2 supporting Oscars  (THE LAST PICTURE SHOW) 197l; Writer's Guild of America Award for Best Screenplay (WHAT’S UP, DOC?) 1972; Silver Shell, Mar del Plata, Spain,  and Hamburg Newspapers Award, Germany, 3 Academy Award nominations—1 supporting Oscar (PAPER MOON) 1973;  Best Director, Brussels Festival (DAISY MILLER) 1974; Pasinetti Award, Critics Prize, Venice Festival (SAINT JACK) 1979; 1 Academy Award nomination—1 Oscar win (MASK) 1985; Los Angeles Film Critics Assoc. Awards, Special Citation (Who the Devil Made It) 1997; Italian Film Critics Assoc., Barbari Award (Who the Devil Made It) 1999.   

CREW BIOGRAPHIES

Zoe Cassavetes – Writer/Director

Zoe Cassavetes, a multi-talented artist, has worked in many facets of filmmaking.  She began her career by creating and hosting the experimental digital video show "High Octane" with longtime friend Sofia Coppola.  Airing in 1993 on Comedy Central, the show mixed cultural commentary with humorous skits and featured Martin Scorsese, The Beastie Boys, and Keanu Reeves and experimental artists such as painter Robert Williams and stunt driver Buddy Joe Hooker.

Following "High Octane," Zoe hosted episodes of MTV’s "House of Style"

and was the Assistant Director for the independent films MASCARA and Sofia  Coppola’s LICK THE STAR.  In 1997, she moved from Los Angeles to New York City where she made her first of several short films, MEN MAKE WOMEN CRAZY THEORY, an official selection at the 2000 Sundance Film Festival.  The short achieved “cult classic” status and critical acclaim in the United States and France.

Zoe has extensive commercial directing experience with varied clients such as Chase Manhattan Bank and designer Anna Sui, and music videos for Duncan Sheik and Nancy Boy.  In Europe, Zoe has recently completed a commercial for Advair, an EPK for V2’s new band Chromeo, and a video for Warner Brothers politically-charged rock band Arkol.  She has also recently completed a video for comedian Chris Rock.

Recently Zoe’s first film, BROKEN ENGLISH, premiered in the Dramatic competition at 2007 Sundance Film Festival.  She has also just completed directing an in-house video for hotel mogul Andre Balazs, as well as three minute short advertisement for French handbag company Lamarthe in the Nouvelle Vauge style starring Elletra Rosselini.

Andrew Fierberg – Producer

Andrew Fierberg (Producer) is a principal of Vox3 Films, which he created with director Steven Shainberg and producer Christina Weiss Lurie.  Fierberg co-founded double A films and has produced films under his own label, Studio Fierberg.

As Producer, Fierberg most recently completed producing Gina Kim¹s NEVER FOREVER, starring Vera Farmiga and Jung-woo Ha. Also in competition at 2007 Sundance, NEVER FOREVER marks a new break through in collaboration between Korean (Now Films) and US independent film companies.  He has also just finished Matt Mahurin’s FEEL, starring Billy Baldwin and Kevin Corrigan.

Fierberg’s recent films include Sally Potter’s YES, starring Joan Allen, Simon Abkarian and Sam Neill; Lodge Kerrigan’s KEANE, starring Damian Lewis, which was presented at the Telluride, Toronto and New York Film Festivals.  Fierberg also produced Isaac Julien’s BALTIMORE, a moving-image art installation, starring Melvin Van Peebles, which premiered at the FACT Gallery in Liverpool, won the prestigious Grand Jury Prize at the Kunstfilm Biennale in Cologne and is represented by Metro Pictures Gallery.

Previously, Fierberg produced Steven Shainberg’s critically acclaimed SECRETARY, which won a Special Jury Prize at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival, was nominated for three Independent Spirit Awards, including Best Feature, and introduced Maggie Gyllenhaal in her first feature starring role; Jill Sprecher’s 13 CONVERSATIONS ABOUT ONE THING, starring Matthew 

McConaughey, John Turturro and Alan Arkin; and Michael Almereyda’s HAMLET, starring Ethan Hawke, Sam Shepard, Bill Murray and Julia Stiles.

His past producing credits include SUNDAY, which won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival; STRINGER, starring Burt Reynolds; CORPS PLONGES, directed by Raoul Peck; and NADJA, which was produced with David Lynch.

Fierberg was supervising producer of a series of six short films that accompanied THE CONCERT FOR NEW YORK CITY, which helped to raise more than $30 million for 9/11 related charties. Fierberg collaborated in the effort with directors Woody Allen, Spike Lee, Martin Scorcese, Ed Burns, Kevin Smith and Jerry Seinfeld.

Fierberg is an Associate at Harvard University Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts. He sits on the Finance Committee of the Film Forum and is Secretary of its Board of Directors.

Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente - Producers 
Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente are co-presidents of Mark Cuban and Todd Wagner’s HDNet Films.  Kliot and Vicente have a proven track record for producing visionary films by both auteur directors and talented newcomers that are both critically acclaimed and commercially successful.  With HDNet Films they have produced the documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, directed by Alex Gibney, which was among the top 15 highest-grossing nonfiction films of all time and received an Academy® Award nomination for Best Documentary Feature.


Prior to their involvement in HDNet Films, Kliot and Vicente ran their own digital production company Blow Up Pictures.  The company was the first of its kind, and their run of successful low budget digital features paved the way for a new form of independent filmmaking.  The films produced under the banner are: LOVELY AND AMAZING, directed by Nicole Holofcener and starring Brenda Blethyn, Catherine Keener and Jake Gyllenhaal, which was distributed by Lions Gate Films; Miguel Arteta’s CHUCK & BUCK, released by Artisan Entertainment; Dan Minahan’s SERIES 7, release by USA Films; and LOVE IN THE TIME OF MONEY, a ThinkFilm release. These films premiered respectively at the 2000, 2001 and 2002 Sundance Film Festivals.

Kliot and Vicente executive produced THE ASSASSINATION OF RICHARD NIXON, starring Sean Penn, Naomi Watts and Don Cheadle, which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2004 and sold to Think Film for its winter 2004 release.
 
Kliot and Vicente also produced the spring 2004 release, COFFEE AND CIGARETTES, which was directed by Jim Jarmusch and stars Bill Murray, Cate Blanchett, Roberto Begnini, Steve Coogan, Alfred Molina, The Wu Tang Clan, The White Stripes, Steven Wright, Iggy Pop and Tom 

Waits and sold to UA at the 2003 Toronto Film Festival.
 
Prior to that they produced THE GUYS, directed by Jim Simpson and starring Sigourney Weaver and Anthony LaPaglia, which premiered in the fall of 2002 at the Toronto Film Festival, where it was sold to Focus Features.  The film premiered domestically in April 2003.

Other significant highlights include THREE SEASONS, starring Harvey Keitel and directed by first time director Tony Bui, which was the first US film to shoot in Vietnam since the war.  The film went on to sweep an unprecedented top three prizes at the Sundance Film Festival—the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and the Best Cinematography Award—and was one of the highest grossing foreign films of 1999.  They also produced DOWN TO YOU, which was the debut feature of writer and director Kris Isacsson and stars Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia Stiles, Selma Blair, Shawn Hatosy and Zak Orth.  The film opened at number one in the box office in 1999 and was distributed by Miramax Films.  Kliot and Vicente also worked on WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE, which was the first feature by acclaimed director Todd Solondz (HAPPINESS, STORYTELLING).  The film won the Grand Jury Award at the Sundance Film Festival and was distributed by Sony Pictures Classics.


HDNet Films recent releases include:  BUBBLE, the first of the Soderbergh films, opened in January 2006; ONE LAST THING…, starring Cynthia Nixon and Michael Angarano screened at the Toronto and Tribeca Film Festivals and opened in the spring of 2006; HERBIE HANCOCK: POSSIBILITIES, a documentary about the making of Hancock’s album of the same title, was released in the fall of 2005.

HDNet Films is currently in post-production on QUID PRO QUO, starring Vera Farmiga, Nick Stahl and Aimee Mullins;  BROKEN ENGLISH, directed by Zoë Cassavetes and starring Gena Rowlands, Drea de Matteo, Parker Posey and Melvil Poupaud;  MR. UNTOUCHABLE, a documentary about 70s Harlem drug dealer Nicky Barnes, directed by Marc Levin and produced by Alex Gibney;  HUNTER, directed by Alex Gibney (“Enron”), is about the life and death of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson; and SURFWISE (working title), which is about the legendary Malibu surfer Dorian “Doc” Paskowitz who introduced the sport to Israel in the 60s, is directed by Doug Pray (“Hype,” “Scratch”). HUNTER and SURFWISE are co-produced by Vanity Fair editor Graydon Carter.

Upcoming releases include: THE ARCHITECT, directed by Matt Tauber and starring Isabella Rossellini, Anthony LaPaglia and Viola Davis, opens December 1st, 2006; and DIGGERS, directed by Katherine Dieckmann and starring Paul Rudd, Maura Tierney, Ron Eldard, Lauren Ambrose, 

Ken Marino, Josh Hamilton and Sarah Paulson, will open in the spring of 2007.  DIGGERS will screen at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival. 

Through their independent production company Open City Films, Kliot and Vicente are also the producers of AWAKE, written and directed by Joby Harold and starring Hayden Christensen, Jessica Alba, Lena Olin and Terrence Howard. The Weinstein Company will distribute. 
Mark Cuban – Executive Producer
Mark Cuban is co-founder, Chairman and president of HDNet, which operates two 24/7 cable networks, HDNet and HDNet Movies.  HDNet, launched in 2001, features exciting and topical news, sports, music and entertainment programming, including up to 20 hours of original features each week, all produced in the highest quality 1080i HD – more original high-definition 

programming than any other network.  News and entertainment includes original series “HDNet World Report”, “Deadline!”, “Face 2 Face with Roy Firestone”, “HDNet Concert Series”, and “True Music”, as well as the acclaimed Warner Bros. series “Smallville.” Live sports productions include NASCAR auto racing, NHL and MLS games.

Cuban is also the owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks and co-owner with Todd Wagner of 2929 Entertainment, a company that owns a film and television library, two movie production companies, a film distribution company, and the Landmark art-house theater chain.  

Cuban co-founded Internet broadcasting service Broadcast.com in 1995 and sold the company for $5.7 billion to Yahoo! in 1999.  Prior to Broadcast.com Cuban co-founded a computer consulting firm MicroSolutions and sold it to Compuserve.

Todd Wagner – Executive Producer
CEO of 2929 Entertainment and founder of the Todd Wagner Foundation, Todd Wagner began his ascension in the business world in 1995 as co-founder and CEO of Broadcast.com, the leading destination for audio and video programming on the Web. After taking the company public in an IPO that made history as one of the largest opening-day gains at the time, and then selling it to Yahoo! for $5.7 billion in 1999, Wagner initially led the division as Yahoo! Broadcast before venturing into the entertainment world, where he has coupled his entrepreneurial skills and digital technology expertise with a passion for the movie business.  

Through 2929 Productions, the production division of 2929 Entertainment, Wagner has led the charge to bring meaningful and inspirational stories to audiences.  He executive produced the critically acclaimed drama AKEELAH AND THE BEE, starring Laurence Fishburne, Angela Bassett and Keke Palmer, and GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK, the period drama directed by and co-starring George Clooney which earned a half-dozen Academy Award nominations including Best Picture. 

The consummate serial entrepreneur, Wagner, alongside partner Mark Cuban, owns and manages an array of other entertainment properties including HDNet Films, which produced the Oscar-nominated documentary ENRON:  THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM; distributor 

Magnolia Pictures, which has released ENRON and THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN, starring Anthony Hopkins; home video division Magnolia Home Entertainment; the Landmark Theatres art-house chain; and high-definition cable channels HDNet and HDNet Movies.  On behalf of HDNet Films, Wagner negotiated a deal with Oscar-winning director Steven Soderbergh to make six movies that are being released “day-and-date” across theatrical, television and home video platforms, an innovative distribution strategy allowing consumers to choose how, when and where they wish to see a film.  The first was BUBBLE, a murder mystery set in Ohio that cast non-actors in its key roles.

Wagner also owns minority stakes in Lions Gate Entertainment and The Weinstein Company, and most recently invested in Canadian film and television company Peace Arch Entertainment.  Additionally, he is a founder and co-chairman of Content Partners LLC, a company that invests in the back-end profit participations of Hollywood talent.

The Todd Wagner Foundation, established in 2000, has developed several programs dedicated to improving the lives of at-risk children and inner-city entrepreneurs by increasing access to technology, education and capital.  They include After-School All-Stars, which offers year-round technology, academic, sports and cultural programs for inner-city children; MIRACLES, a structured after-school program focusing on technology, education and life skills for children grades 6-12 in nine cities across the U.S.; and The Minority Technology Fund, which provides funding and resources to minority-owned, technology-focused businesses in Dallas.  The Foundation has also provided funding to bring a KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program) charter school to Dallas.

Wagner, who also serves on the board of trustees of the American Film Institute and the Tribeca Film Institute, is a frequent speaker at business, technology and entertainment conferences.  Among numerous awards and honors, he is the recipient of the national First Star Visionary Award, Dallas CASA Champion of Children Award, Dallas Film Festival Trailblazer Award and national Kappa Sigma Man of the Year award.

Christina Weiss Lurie – Co-Executive Producer

Christina Weiss Lurie has produced independent feature films Feel, America Brown and Game 6.  Among her many artistic and philanthropic ventures, she is President of the Eagles Youth Partnership and currently serves on the boards of The Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, the ICA, Starlight/Starbright and the Nancy Lurie Marks Family Foundation.  

Steven Shainberg – Co-Executive Producer

Steven Shainberg’s latest directorial feature, FUR, is an imaginary and fantastical love story based on the story of legendary photographer Diane Arbus.  Set in New York City in 1958, the film stars Nicole Kidman and Robert Downey Jr.  The film was released this fall.

Shainberg’s critically acclaimed SECRETARY starred James Spader and Maggie Gyllenhaal in a bold and darkly humorous love story based on a short story from Mary Gaitskills’s collection, Bad Behavior.  The film won the Special Jury Prize for Originality at the Sundance Film Festival and garnered several other prestigious awards from the National Board of Review and the Independent Spirit Awards, in addition to being nominated for a Golden Globe. 

Shainberg’s first feature, HIT ME, based upon a novel by Jim Thompson, was released in August l998 to strong critical raves for Elias Koteas’ performance as a high-strung loser who gets drawn into a hotel robbery gone awry.  HIT ME, which also starred William H. Macy and Cesar Award winning actress Laure Marsac, premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival and screened at the Athens International Film Festival, the Stockholm International Film Festival, and many other European festivals.

Steven Shainberg is one of the founding partners of Vox3 Films, a New York based development & production company committed to original independent film.  Co-founded in September 2004 by producers Andrew Fierberg, Christina Weiss Lurie and Steven Shainberg, Vox3 is run by filmmakers, for filmmakers, and is geared toward cultivating unusual, original and thought-provoking projects. Vox3 has produced Michael Hoffman’s GAME 6 and Steven Shainberg’s FUR, while Matt Mahurin’s FEEL is currently in post-production.

In addition to his feature work, over the last several years Shainberg has directed over twenty television commercials, including spots for Time Warner, Chanel Perfume, and Miller Beer. Shainberg has also been a guest lecturer at USC’s School of Film and Television, Columbia’s School of Cinema, and the American Film Institute.  FUR is his third feature-length film.

Shainberg received a B.A. in English Literature and East Asian Studies from Yale University.  After graduation he worked on numerous films, commercials, and rock videos in a variety of capacities.  Subsequently, Shainberg worked as an independent producer, developing several screenplays, including ANGELS with Denis Johnson (JESUS’ SON) and adaptations of Joseph Conrad’s novel The Secret Agent, and Henry James’ novel The Americans.

Thereafter, he entered The American Film Institute where he directed four short films, all of which he wrote or co-wrote.  The last of these, THE PROM, starring Jennifer Jason Leigh and J.T. Walsh, won the Grand Prize at the Houston International Film Festival, the Critic’s Award at the Breckenridge Festival in Colorado, and the Silver Medal for Drama at the New York Festival.  THE PROM hit the International festival circuit, including the Torino Festival in Italy, the San Sebastian Festival in Spain, and the Tokyo International Film Festival. MR. VIRGIL, a series of six short films Shainberg made in l998, ran for almost six months in rotation on MTV.

Steven Shainberg is currently living in New York and developing his next project.
David Atlan-Jackson – Co-Executive Producer

David Atlan-Jackson is a founding partner and Head of Acquisitions for Backup Films, a Paris-based Film Financing Agency.  He has previously worked expansively in the various media sectors including Sony Music, Gaumont Television, and CineInfo. 

Backup Films acts as a worldwide producer’s agent enabling selected films to access tailored international financing solutions including co-productions, distribution, equity and bank finance. Backup Films also operates the Coficup Tax Film Fund dedicated to the financing of French-qualifying films including minority co-productions.
Over the last five years Backup Films has contributed, among others, to the films of acclaimed directors such as Apichatpong Weerasethakul, Radu Mihaileanu, Rodolphe Marconi, Yilmaz Arslan and talented first timers such as Fabrice du Welz, Jorge Sanchez Cabezudo and Zoé Cassavetes.  Backup Films has arranged international financing for more than 20 films, regularly selected to the main international festivals. 
Scratch Massive – Music

Scratch Massive is Sebastien Chenut and Maud Geffray, French DJs, composers and producers, based in Paris. Since 1998 they have released an album with Warner Brothers Music and worked as sound designers for Chanel, Karl Lagarfeld, Air France and Michel Gondry.  
Stacey Battat – Costumes

Stacey Battat is a New York City-based stylist, with clients such as Michelle Williams, Hilary Swank and Maggie Gyllenhaal. In 2003, she left a position at Marc Jacobs to concentrate on her styling career, and has since collaborated with photographers Sofia Coppola, Matt Jones, and Dusan Reljin.  

About Vox3 Films

Vox3 Films is a New York-based development and production company committed to original independent film.  Formed in 2004 by Andrew Fierberg, Steven Shainberg and Christina Weiss Lurie, Vox3 is run by filmmakers for filmmakers.  Most recently, Vox3 produced FUR, which stars Nicole Kidman and Robert Downey Jr.  Past films include GAME 6, directed by Michael Hoffman and starring Robert Downey Jr. and Michael Keaton, and AMERICA BROWN starring Natasha Lyonne and Michael Rapaport.  Upcoming is Gina Kim’s NEVER FOREVER, which is in the Dramatic Competition at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival and stars Vera Varmiga and Jung-woo Ha.  Also upcoming is FEEL, written and directed by Matt Mahurin and starring Billy Baldwin and Kevin Corrigan.  Films in development include Kimi Takesue’s CRAWLING AT NIGHT, David Greenwald’s CONFESSIONS OF AN IVY LEAGUE BOOKIE, J.C. Barros’ UPTOWN STORIES, and David Shane’s 69.

About HDNET FILMS

HDNet Films, a high-definition production company, was founded by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban with Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente in November of 2003. The company finances and produces narrative and documentary features to be shot on high-definition video. HDNet Films utilizes an unprecedented distribution strategy. Each film is distributed theatrically nationwide by Magnolia Pictures (including at all of Wagner and Cuban’s Landmark Theaters), is shown on Wagner’s and Cuban’s high-definition channel HDNet, and is released simultaneously on DVD, 

with foreign sales handled by HDNet Films International. Past releases include: Alex Gibney’s 2005 Academy Award nominated documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, which was winner of the 2005 Independent Spirit Award for Best Documentary, hugely successful at the box office and critically acclaimed; Joseph Castello’s THE WAR WITHIN (2005 Toronto Film Festival Selection); Alex Steyermark’s ONE LAST THING…(2005 Toronto Film Festival and 2006 Tribeca Film Festival Selections); Doug Biro and Jon Fine’s documentary HERBIE HANCOCK: POSSIBILITIES (2006 SXSW Selection); Matt Tauber’s THE ARCHITECT (2006 Tribeca Film Festival Selection); JT Petty’s S&MAN (2006 SXSW and Toronto Film Festival Selections); Hal Hartley’s FAY GRIM (2006 Toronto Film Festival Selection); Katherine Dieckmann’s DIGGERS (2006 Toronto Film Festival Selection). Upcoming films include Zoe Cassavetes’ BROKEN ENGLISH; Doug Pray’s documentary SURFWISE; Carlos Brooks’ QUID PRO QUO; Alex Gibney’s documentary HUNTER S. THOMPSON; and Steven Soderbergh’s documentary SPALDING GRAY. 

About Magnolia Pictures

Magnolia Pictures, an independent distributor, recently released Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady’s JESUS CAMP, Billy Corben’s COCAINE COWBOYS, Roger Donaldson’s THE WORLD’S FASTEST INDIAN with Anthony Hopkins, Alex Gibney’s Academy Award-nominated documentary ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM, and also mounted the successful multi-platform release of Steven Soderbergh’s BUBBLE. Upcoming films include Bong Joon-ho's THE HOST, Christopher Smith's SEVERANCE and Johnnie To’s EXILED.  Magnolia Pictures is part of a vertically integrated group of media properties co-owned by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban that also includes the Landmark Theatres chain, production companies HDNet Films and 2929 Productions, and high-definition cable networks HDNet and HDNet Movies.
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	Richard Bourne, Ira Druckier, Ansel Hawkins, Xan Cassavetes, Robert Forrest,
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	The events, characters and firms depicted in this motion picture are fictitious. 
	

	
	 Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead or to actual firms is purely coincidental.
	

	
	
	

	
	This motion picture is protected under the laws of the United States and other 
	

	
	countries. Any unauthorized exhibition, distribution, or reproduction of this motion
	

	
	picture or videotape or any part thereof (including the soundtrack) may result in 
	

	
	criminal penalties.
	

	
	
	

	
	This film was supported by the NYC Business SolutionsTraining Grant Program.

Special thanks to the NYC Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting.

Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor

Katherine L. Olivier Commissioner

NYPD Movie & TV Unit
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