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SYNOPSIS
ALIVE AND KICKING gives the audience an intimate, insider’s view into the culture of the current swing dance world while shedding light on issues facing modern society. No matter what troubles they are facing in their lives, swing dancers are filled with joy, exhilaration, and even giddiness while they dance. Boiled down to its core, swing dancing is about the pursuit of happiness. Most people think of happiness as a passive emotion: if something good happens, I will be happy. But we all have the ability to feel joy despite the worst of circumstances once we realize that happiness exists inside of us.
THE STORY OF SWING 
Born out of the Great Depression, swing dancing elevates the human spirit beyond one’s circumstances as dancers can move to the beat for the sheer joy of it and disappear into something bigger, something dazzling, a space without a critic or a judge or an analyst. ALIVE AND KICKING gives the audience an intimate insider’s view into the culture of the current swing dance world while shedding light on issues facing modern American society.

We live in a country where many lead stressed-out, passionless lives; lives of complacency and quiet desperation. At the same time, there is growing recognition of the key role happiness plays in the success of a culture, in people’s propensity to have a positive outlook and even in the longevity of human life. ALIVE AND KICKING seeks to feed this fire by infecting audiences with an insight of what true passion looks and feels like and how it can heal and transform lives. We want people to come away from this film “wanting some of that,” and determined to find the joy and passion in their own lives – thus making a transformative contribution to society at large.

This story needed to be told precisely because it can change, heal, and enrich our lives. 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – SUSAN GLATZER 
I wanted this film to offer an intimate view of swing dancing as a pursuit of happiness. Although this was my first time directing, I have been swing dancing and deeply involved in this community for over 15 years while working as a film executive. I feel perfectly positioned and delighted to present a first-hand view into this jubilant subculture. Our goal with this film was to show how swing dancing has saved people’s lives, given them hope, and healed them physically and spiritually. Our hope is that people who knew nothing about swing before our film will be motivated to question if they have a source of joy in their own lives and, if not, to be inspired to create that joy for themselves.

We did not set out to “educate” the audience about swing dancing, but rather to have them experience the dance: the sights of dancers flying in the air, the sounds of the big bands, the heart-stomping exhilaration, and the transformational qualities that the dance engenders. The tone of the film is whimsical, light-hearted, and fun, and although we delve into stories of hardship and personal tragedies, there is no doubt that this is an uplifting, feel-good movie. 

ABOUT THE DANCERS 
NORMA MILLER “The Queen of Swing”

Known to many as “The Queen of Swing,” Norma Miller is an author, choreographer, dancer, comedian and actor whose career spans over seven decades. Discovered at the age of twelve by the Savoy Ballroom’s legendary dancer Twist Mouth George, Ms. Miller has been in show business ever since.

Honored with a 2003 National Heritage Foundation Fellowship from the National Endowments of the Arts for her role in creating and continuing to preserve “the acrobatic style swing dance, known as the Lindy Hop,” Ms. Miller (at a young 97 years of age) continues to be an inspiration to all who know her.

The author of several books, Ms. Miller’s latest book, Swing Baby Swing, chronicles the evolution of the swing culture into the 21st century. Ms. Miller’s biography, Swingin’ at the Savoy: A Memoir of a Jazz Dancer, recollects her youthful encounters with Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday, Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, Ethel Waters and other jazz legends.

Ms. Miller has also been the subject of many documentaries including National Geographic’s Jitterbug (1991) and the Smithsonian Jazz series on NPR. In Ken Burn’s documentary Jazz (2001), her recollections provide a first hand account of the Harlem music and dance scene in the 1930s and 40s. Ms. Miller’s film credits include the Marx Brother’s A Day at the Races (1937) and Hellzapoppin (1941); Spike Lee’s Malcolm X (1992); Debbie Allen’s Stompin’ at the Savoy (1992) and John Biffar’s Captiva (1995.) In the sixties, she began working with Redd Foxx at his comedy club and later joined him on the 1970’s television series, “Sanford and Son,” serving as a stand up comic, actor and choreographer.

EVITA ARCE 
Known for her magical energy, high-flying aerials and dynamic movement, Evita Arce is a specialist in the Lindy Hop, The Charleston, and other Swing era dances. Evita performed the featured Lindy Hop role with partner, Michael Jagger, in the Broadway show SWING for the 2008 Japan tour, The Sacramento Music Circus, and the Benedum Theater in Pittsburgh. Additionally, Evita performed in "Let Freedom Swing", a Celebration of America, sponsored by Jazz at Lincoln Center and held at the Kennedy Center. It was part of the Martin Luther King day and 2009 Inaugural Festivities.

Evita's choreography and partner work have earned her 1st and 2nd place in numerous national contests. In October 2007 at the American Lindy Hop Championships she won 1st place in Blues and Cabaret. Evita was recognized for her solo-Charleston dancing with 1st and 2nd place standings. More recently she took 1st place in the Jazz dance competitions, both solo and partner (with partner Nathan Bugh), at ILHC 2012!

Evita has taught at Camp Savoy (UK), Swing Out North West, Swing Out New Hampshire, Lindy Focus, Sving du Nord, Boogie Baeren (Germany), Tokyo Swing Dance Society, Camp Oz (Australia), many other regional workshops, and the world famous Swedish Lindy Hop dance camp in Herrangue.

Syncopated City, an off-shoot of Swing FX, is now managed by Evita and partner Michael Jagger in NYC and was featured in the Edinburough, Scotland Jazz Festival, and annually performs at the Cabarets of Camp Savoy, as well as venues around the city and the country!

STEPHEN SAYER  
Stephen Sayer is a dancer/instructor who is dedicated to preserving the great American partner jazz dances of the 1920′s-1950′s. Originally from Dayton, Ohio Steve began dancing in 1998 at the age of 16. Falling in love with lindy hop and other dances of the swing era he traveled to the east and west-coasts to dance, study and learn the different styles of swing dancing.

In 2005 he moved to Los Angeles and soon began teaching weekly at Joe’s Bar and Grill in Burbank. In 2009 he began competing, winning many Los Angeles contests such as the Bayside Lindy Battle and the Paladino’s Jitterbug contest. In 2010, 2011 and 2012 he won 1st place in the Collegiate Shag division at the National Jitterbug Championships with partner Fancy Dougherty. Also in 2011 he won 1st place with partner Chandrae Roettig at the National Jitterbug Championships and the US Open Strictly Lindy Hop divisions. In 2012 he and Chanzie won the Camp Jitterbug Strictly Lindy, US Open Strictly Lindy and came in 2nd at the International Lindy Hop Championships. In 2012 Stephen was inducted into the California Swing Dance Hall of Fame.

Today Steve teaches weekly at Madilyn Clark Studios in North Hollywood and has started the California Jubilee performance teams. He is committed to improving and pushing the limits of his own dancing as well as those who take his classes. His focus of connection to partner and music are what makes his dancing and teaching so unique.'

CHANDRAE ROETTIG 
After an early career in advanced gymnastics, Chanzie got her start in contemporary dancing at Dance Vision in Portland, Oregon. It wasn’t long before she was granted a scholarship to The Edge Performing Arts Center in Hollywood, and she ultimately graduated their professional program in 2006, specializing in Jazz, Hip Hop, Modern, Contemporary, Ballet and Theater Dance Styles, which clearly enables her to bring a sparkly energetic athleticism to her swing dancing.

Since her graduation from The Edge, Chanzie has worked with some of LA’s top choreographers in film, television, music and stage. Often times, Chanzie has served in the duel roles of dancer and co-choreographer. Recently, Chanzie completed work on a major motion picture entitled “Gangster Squad”, where she worked with her current dance partner Stephen Sayer.

In 2007, Chanzie found her “True Love” in the dance world: Swing Dancing. She is passionate about every vintage style under the umbrella of swing and preserving its history.

Winning many national swing dance titles, she along with Stephen Sayer have turned their focus to teaching. Starting 3 performance groups in 2012, together they are sure to bring back Smooth Style Lindy and Collegiate Shag in a big way! Known for her cheerful and playful attitude, Chanzie is a joy to watch, dance with and learn from.

REBECKA & EMELIE DECAVITA
Emelie and Rebecka, a.k.a The DecaVitas, are currently based in Stockholm, Sweden. They have been teaching and performing together since 2006 and competing since 2008. As founders of the performance troop MessAround, hailing from Uppsala, and Savage Rhythm Stockholm, Emelie and Rebecka have years of experience in coaching and choreographing group routines. Over the years they have placed in several international Lindy Hop competitions and performed in music videos, TV-shows and theater productions. Today they make their living out of dancing and teaching both weekly classes in Stockholm as well as workshops across Sweden and abroad, spending about six months every year on the road. Together they are known for their dynamic and unique dance style. As instructors, Emelie and Rebecka strive to teach great technique in a way that is positive, coherent and productive. They particularly value the art of leading and following, believing that leaders and followers require equal amount of information in the classroom to create the best possible connection on the dance floor. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
SUSAN GLATZER – Director 

Susan Glatzer’s track record of productions and acquisitions has garnered seven Academy Awards® and 19 Academy Award® nominations along with numerous awards at the Cannes, Sundance, and Venice film festivals. Serving as Senior Vice President for the Motion Picture Group at Paramount Pictures, she concentrated on co-productions and worldwide acquisitions. In 1995, Ms. Glatzer became head of the production and acquisitions department for October Films and the following year relocated to Los Angeles to carry out those responsibilities as well as establish and run the company’s West Coast office. During her tenure at October Films and USA Films she served as Production Executive on seven films.

Among the projects Ms. Glatzer has been involved with are Traffic, Napoleon Dynamite, Secrets & Lies, Narc, Breaking the Waves, and High Art. In addition, directors that Susan has worked with include Robert Altman, Albert Brooks, Lisa Cholodenko, Joe Carnahan, Mike Leigh and David Lynch. Ms. Glatzer has served on the Board of Directors for the International Documentary Association, was a member of IFP’s Gotham Awards Committee, a Founding Member of New York Women’s Film Festival, a member of the Programming Committee for New York’s Channel 13, PBS’s flagship station, and a Juror at the AFI Film Festival, Seattle International Film Festival, and Hamptons Film Festival.

Susan has been swing dancing for 18 years.
HEIDI ZIMMERMAN - Editor
Heidi Zimmerman is a picture editor with ten years of post-production experience in narrative, documentary, commercials, and clip shows. She has worked with major entertainment companies such as Universal Music Group and Warner Brothers. Under the mentorship of Academy Award winning editor Pietro Scalia, Heidi cut her first feature documentary “40 years of Silence” about the 1965 mass killings in Indonesia. From urban gardening in Detroit to Haitian development after the earthquake, her work continues to bring inspiring and provocative social justice stories to audiences around the globe. Heidi received a BFA in Film/TV Production at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. She currently splits her time between Portland, Oregon and Los Angeles, California.

NICK ANDERT – Editor 
Nick Andert graduated from the University of Notre Dame with a degree in Film, Television, and Theatre and has worked in documentary film for the past three and a half years. He recently served as an editor on Patrick Creadon’s (“Wordplay”, “I.O.U.S.A”) forthcoming documentary feature “If You Build It” and as an online editor on Morgan Neville’s “Twenty Feet From Stardom,” which premiered at the 2013 Sundance Film Festival and won the Academy Award for Best Documentary.

JOHN MACDONALD – Director of Photography 
John MacDonald has a passion for visual story telling and a knack for injecting images with meaning and beauty that has earned him international acclaim. His work was recently showcased in the prestigious Camerimage International Festival of Cinematography. The quality of his work earned him an invitation to the Budapest Cinematography Masterclass, where he studied with Academy Award winner Vilmos Zsigmond ASC in Budapest, Hungary. He currently lives in Los Angeles and works on a variety of projects.

ROBERT RIPPBERGER – Executive Producer 
Robert is a producer of documentaries and feature films that look to make a positive impact in the world through entertainment. He has made over four dozen documentaries, music videos, short films, and features that have reached millions of viewers worldwide.

Robert has studied under directing teacher Judith Weston, at UCLA Film School, and he received a B.A. in philosophy from UC, Berkeley where he was awarded the Eisner Prize. It is the 'highest award for creativity given on the UC, Berkeley campus.' In 2005 at age 16, Robert made his first feature film, "The Hoodwink," that premiered to sellout audiences. Robert was the 2012 recipient of the Dan Eldon Activist Award. He writes periodically for the Huffington Post, published a novel in 2014 called "Escape To Anywhere Else," with a foreword by Mariel Hemingway, and co-founded and is acting editor of the magazine, Cinema of Change.
JASON BLUM – Executive Producer
Academy Award-nominated and two-time Emmy Award-winning producer Jason Blum is the founder and CEO of Blumhouse Productions, a multi-media production company that has pioneered a new model of studio filmmaking: producing high-quality micro-budget films. Blumhouse has produced the highly profitable Paranormal Activity, The Purge, Insidious and Ouija franchises which have grossed more than $1.4 billion worldwide and the global hit The Visit from M. Night Shyamalan. Blumhouse’s model began with the original Paranormal Activity, which was made for $15,000 and grossed close to $200 million worldwide, making it the most profitable film in Hollywood. Blum, who was nominated for an Academy Award for producing Whiplash, was named to Vanity Fair’s 2015 New Establishment list and received the Producer of the Year Award at 2016’s CinemaCon. In television, Blum won Emmys for producing HBO’s “The Normal Heart” and “The Jinx” and he produced the Peabody award winner “How To Dance in Ohio”. Blumhouse is currently producing “Sharp Objects” for HBO starring Amy Adams based on Gillian Flynn’s bestselling novel. Before Blumhouse, Blum served as co-head of the Acquisitions and Co-instrumental in acquiring over 50 films including The Others, Smoke Signals, A Walk on the Moon, and The House of Yes. He began his career as the producing director of the Malaparte Theater Company, which was founded by Ethan Hawke.
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Written, Produced and Directed By:

Susan Glatzer

Executive Producers:

Jason Blum

Robert Rippberger

Co- Producers:

Martha Little

John W. MacDonald

Heidi Zimmerman

Co-Writer:

Heidi Zimmerman

Editor:

Heidi Zimmerman

Nick Andert

Consulting Editor:

Kate Amend, ACE

Director of Photography:

John W. MacDonald

Original Music Composed By:

Steven Argila

Interviews: (in order of appearance)

Evita Arce

Stephen Sayer

Chandrae Roettig

Emelie DecaVita

Rebecka DecaVita

Dorry Segev

Sommer Gentry

Andrea Gordon

Kevin St. Laurent

Jo Hoffberg

Kim Clever

David Frutos

Frankie Manning

Chester Whitmore

Norma Miller

Rusty Frank

Augie Freeman

Dawn Hampton

Barbara Allison Jones

Hilary Alexander

Judy Pritchett

Erin Stevens

Tami Stevens

Lennart Westerlund

Sing Lim

George Gee

John Paul Helveston

Mary Murphy

Meschiya Lake

Sharon Davis

Krystina Torres

Jean Veloz

Chazz Young

Zoe The Wonder Dog as played by Zoe Glatzer

Camera:

Susan Glatzer

Ilan Levin

2nd Unit Cinematographer and Steadicam Operator:

Sean Fitzgerald

Steadicam Operator:

Cameron Michael

Camera and Sound

Washington DC:

David Braverman

David Mudre

New Orleans:

David Braverman

Gerald McLaughlin

Jared Serigne

New York:

Sandy Chase

Adrian Rothschild

2nd Unit Camera and Sound:

Sweden:

Josua Enblom

Karl Torstensson

Additional Camera:

Jose Bedoya

Vince Fry

Paul Kosmala

Rick Quitorano

Andrew Rosario

Alain Wong

Producer’s Assistant:

Omar Haq

Assistant Editor:

Viet Phan

Gabriel Urbina

Production Sound Recording:

Ilan Levin

James Little

Martha Little

Re-recording Mixer:

Zach Martin

Additional Sound Design & Mixing:

Nathan Van Hala

Sound Mix Assistant:

Matthew Wollenman

Post-Production Supervisor:

Omar Haq

Post Production Services Provided by:

Different By Design & HD Cinema

Colorist:

Brian Hutchings

Online Editors:

Harry Locke IV

Matt Radecki

Consulting Producers:

Jen Chaiken

Paola di Florio

Peter Rader

Story Consultant:

Amanda Marks

Online Content Strategist:

Renee Camus

Production Coordinator:

Magen Jennings

Very Special Thanks:

Julian Glatzer

Diane Nabatoff

Stephen Nemeth

John Sgueglia

Buddy Steves


Legal Services: Dean Cheley

Law Offices of Donaldson + Califf

Crowd Funding Manager:

Magen Jennings

Additional Music:

Ben Tolliday Engineer/Mixer

Ryan Dragon on Trombone

Jimmy Ford on Drums

Danny House on Clarinet/Sax

Nick Schaadt on Bass

Jim Ziegler on Trumpet

Songs: 

“Century Stomps”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Rachin’ in Rhythm”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Chasin’ The Blues”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Rainier Valley Rhythm”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Focus Pocus”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“The Savoy Special”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Rhythm Spasm”
Arranged and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.
“Harlem Mad”
Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer
Vocals by Meschiya Lake
Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.

“Jammin’ the Blues”

Performed by Jonathan Stout

Written by Ray Floyd

Published by Universal Music Corp.

“Jump Little David”

Performed by Swing Session

Written by David Rose, BMI

“All The Cats Join In”
Performed by George Gee

Written by Alec Wilder/Eddie Sauter/Ray Gilbert

© 1944 Published by Regent Music Corp. (BMI) / Wixen Music Publishing, Inc.

“Georgia Swing”

Performed by Smoking Time Jazz Band

Written by Fred “Jelly Roll” Morton & Santo Pecora

Published by Edwin H. Morris & Co., a division of MPL Music Publishing, Inc. (ASCAP)

“Organ Grinder Blues”

Performed by Little Big Horns

Vocals by Meschiya Lake

Written by Clarence Williams

Published by Universal Music Corp.

“Delta Bound”

Performed by Tuba Skinny

Written by Alexander Hill

Published by Edwin H. Morris & Co., a division of MPL Music Publishing Inc. (ASCAP)

“Out West“

Performed by Swing Session

Written by David Rose, BMI

“Lazy”

Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer

Vocals by Meschiya Lake

Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.

“Dark Eyes”

Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer

Courtesy Music Supervisor Inc.

“Always Got a Home”

Performed by California Feet Warmers

Written by Jeffrey Paul Moran, Moran Incorporated

“When I Get Low I Get High”

Written by Marion Sunshine

Fred Ahlert Music Group (ASCAP) c/o BMG Rights Management (US) LLC

“Mr. Rhythm”

Written and Performed by Glenn Crytzer

Vocals by Meschiya Lake

Courtesy of Music Supervisor Inc.
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